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I. BirTH anp (GROWTH OF SERFDOM UP TO THE MID 18TH CENTURY.

The question of the birth of serfdom* (ustréy folwarczno-padszczyniany)
was raised by J. Rutkowski at the Oslo International Congress of Historians

* List of abbreviations used in the bibliograpby: APH = Acta Poloniae Historica;
CPH = Czasopismo Prawo-Historyene; Ergon == appendice a: Kwartalnik Historii Kuleury
Materialnej; KH = Kwartalnik Historyczny; KHKM = Kwartalnik Historii Kulturi
Materijalnej; PH = Przeglad Historyeny; RDSiG = Roczniki Drziejow Spolecznych i
Gospodarczyeh; SHO = Studia Historiae Oeconomicae; Studia = 7 dziejéw gospodarstwa
wiejskiego. We have to note alsa the following surveys on the agricultural history of late
feudalism in Poland in recent years: '

Comptes rendus de Uactivité des centres de recherches, in L'Histoive-de Pagriculture
et de la vie rurale en Polagne, in « Ergon », vol. IV, Warsaw, 1964, pp. 605-666.

Leskiewicz ., Apergu de travanx sur Ibistoire rurale de la Pologne, in « Ergon »,
vol. T1, 1960, pp. 342-360.

Maczax A Polunische Forschungen auf dem Gebiete der Agrargeschichte des 16. und
17. Jabrh., 1945.1957, in « APH », val. 1, 1958, pp. 33-57.

Tororskr J., Badanta historyino-gospodarcze w Polsce (Historical economic research
in Poland), in « RDSIG », vol. 25, 1963, pp. 945 and Le développement des recherches
d’histoire économigue en Pologwe, in « SHO », vol, I, 1966, pp. 3-42 and Développe-
ment des études bistorigues en Pologne 1945-1968, in La Pologne au XIII Congrés
International des Sciences Historigues & Mascou, vol. 1, Warsaw 1970, pp. 3244,

ZaBko-Porovowicz A., Dzieje badan nad bistoria rolnictwa dawnej Rzeczypospolitef
oraz Polski pororbiorcwej (History of research on the agricultural history of the old
Republic and of Poland after its dismemberment), in « Studia », vol. 11, 1959, pp. 7-80.

For reports on some studies sce Etudes d’bistoire rurale en Pologre, in « Studia,
vol. 7, Warsaw, 1965.

A collection of retrospective bibliography is contained in Bibliographie sélective des
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in 1928} It is a question to which historians have since devoted their
attention both in the broader frame of Central and Eastern Europe? and in
the narrower frame of Poland? Once again the road to be followed seems
to be that of compared research. It is pointed to by the almost contemporary
origin of serfdom, or at least some of its elements, in many FEuropean
countries. Two fundamental aspects have to be recognized in the question
raised by Rutkowski tn.1928: a) what brought the landlord’s domain (the
term customarily used in Polish historiography is folwark} in being and
4) what brought serfdom into being, The same factors did not operate in
both cases,

Towards the end of the Middle Ages, in the 14th and 15th centuries,
renting was the type of land tenure that prevailed in Poland, as well as in
many other European countries, as the influence of the local market deve-
loped. The incomes of the big landowners were in fact based essentiallv
on the rents and services in kind they received from the peasants living on
their land. The peasants did not have to do much work for the landowners
because the farms directly administered by the latter were not large, if they
existed at all, and usually produced for household needs only and not for

travaux des bistoriens polonais parus dans les années 1945-1968, edited by J. Tazbir in
La Pologne au XIII Congrés International des Sciences Historigues & Moscon, vol. 11,
Warsaw, 1970, pp. 98-111. A collection of the most recent bibliography {from 1965) is
contained in Studia Historige Oeconomicae, vol. 1 {1966} and following volumes.

Owing to their temporary shortage, we must apologize for having not used all the
Polish diacritical characters.

L RurkowsKl J., Le gendse du régime de la corvée dans PEurope Centrale depuis
la fin du Moyen Age, in « La Pologne au VI Congrés International des Sciences Histori-
ques a Oslo 1928 », Warsaw, 1930, pp. 211-217.

2 NicHTwElsS J., Zur Frage der xweiten Leibeigenschaft und des sogenannten press-
sischen Weges der Entwickiung des Kapitalismus in der Landwirtschaft Ostdeutschland,
{On the question of the second feudal period and the so-called Prussian form of the
development of capitalism in the agriculture of Eastern Germany), in « Zeitschrift fiir
Geschichtswissenschaft », vol. I, 1953, pp. 687-717; ZienTara B., Z zagadnies spornych
trw, « widrnego poddatistwa» w Europic Srodkowej (Controversial problems of the
socalled «second servitude » in Central Europe), in « PH », vol. 47, 1956, issue 1,
pp. 3-47; Grexov B., Prawdlowosci w duiejach chlopéw w Europie (Precepts in the
history of peasants in Europe), in « KH », a. 46, 1948, issue 34, pp. 286-300; Tymiz-
NIECKE K., W sprawie powstania zaostrzonege poddadistwa w Polsce i Europie Srodkowej
{Question of the origin of forced servitude in Poland and Centra! Europe), in « Roczniki
Historyezne », a. 24, 1938, pp. 283-328; Tororsx1 J., La reféodalisation dans Péconomic
des grands domaines en Europe Centrale et Orientale (XVI-XVII s5.), Moscow, 1970.
Report to the 5th International Congtess of Economic History in Leningrad,

3 Orsini Rosenserc 8., Rozwdi i geweza folwarku pasiszczyzmianego w dobrach
katedry gniexnienskici w XVI w. (Development and genesis of serfdom in the lands of
the Cathedral of Gniezno in the 16th century), Poznan, 1923; Arnoin S., Podloze pospo-
darczospoleczne polskiegn Odrodzenia (Economic and social substratvm of the Polish
Renaissance), Warsaw, 1953; Ruswvskt W., Drogi rozwojowe folwarku patiszcryznianego
(Paths of development of the late feudal estate), in « PH», vol, 47, 1956, issue 4,
pp. 617-655. '
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the market.* From the 15th century on there was a growing demand for
agricultural products. Trade expanded beyond the local boundaries and
markets at some considerable distance became available. This led the big
landowners to enlarge their farms so as to produce for the market too. The
growing demand for agricultural products may be considered the principal
cause of the transformation of farms in Central and Eastern Europe and
therefore also in Poland. In these new conditions production for the market
on their own farms provided the landowners with a larger share of profits
than the traditional forms of feudal rent had afforded.’

This transformation was an extremely complex process. We are still not
able to establish when and in what order the several regions of the country
were drawn into the sphere of wide range grain trade. Victory in the war
against the Teutonic Order and the Peace of Tomnin (1466) granted Poland
direct access to the Baltic and its ports, but this does not explain everything.
Some indirect information may be gained from « geography », i. . from the
chronological sequence of the births of the big estates which produced for
the market in the different regions of the country, and from grain supplies
to Danzig. It is generally agreed that in the first stage of development it
was demand on the domestic market, especially in the regions in the centre
of the country, that urged the big landowners to expand their farming activ-
ities.® This may also explain the rapid growth of serfdom on some Church

4 There is a rich bibliography on the renting of land in Poland in the 14th and
16th centuries. Recommended reading is: Lownaranskr H., Les recherches sur Pbistoire du
moyen dge jusquw'a la fin du XV s. au cours des vingt années de la République Populaire
de Pologne, in «La Pologne au XII Congrés International des Sciences Historiques a
Vienne », Warsaw, 1965, pp. 181-186; Rutkowska-PLACHCINSKA A., W sprawie charak-
tern rezerwy padskiej w okresie gospodarki cxynszowej (The question of the nature of
landotwners farm in the renting economy period}, in « PH », vol. 48, 1957, pp. 411433,

5 Gropeckt B., Poczatki gospodarki folwarcanej w Polsce (Origins of the foltwark
economy in Poland), in «Studia z dziejéw kultury polskiej » Warsaw, 1949, pp. 66-72;
ZaJaczROWSKI 3, M., Poczatki folwarkn w ziemiach lecyyckiej i sieradzkiej do poczatkn
XVT w. (Origins of the folwark in the Palatinate of Leczyca and Sieradz up to the beginning
of the 16th century), in « RDSIG », vol. 31, 1970, pp. 1-43; Rusinskr W., Kilka swag o
istocie shonomiki feudalnej w XV-XVIII w. (Some considetations on the reality of feudal
economy in the 15th-18th centuries), in « RDSIG », vol. 27, 1965, pp, 917, 31; Szczy-
GIELSKI W., Die Gkonomische Aktivitdt des polnischen Adels im 16-18 Jabrbundert, in
« SHO », vol. 11, 1567, pp. 83-101.

6 The huge estates of the Chapter of Cracow, Pabianice, in the centre of the country
are a good cxample: the foltwark producing for the market developed there at the begin-
ning of the 16th century but it was only in 1582 that cereals began to be delivered
regularly to Danzig. Advised reading: Wawrzynczyk A., Gospodarstwo dworskie w
dobrack Pabianice 1559-1570 (The landlord’s farm on the Pabianice lands 1559-1570),
Wroctaw, 1967, pp. 8892 and also: Problem spadbu wydajnosci dobr Pabianice w 11
pof. XVI w. (Problem of the shrinkage in production on the Pabianice lands in the
second half of the 16th century), in « Studia », vol. 12, issue 2, Warsaw, 1970, pp. 75-76.
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estates in Little Poland.” It would be wrong, however, to assume that big
farms producing for the market developed first where the best communica-
tions existed, so that access to Danzig and foreign markets was easier.
Actually the big estates in Fast Pomerania (Royal Prussia), which were
nearest to Danzig, wete the last to develop and their growth was weak.?

The following factors were essential for the organization of big estates
srowing cereals for the market: land, labour, tools, beasts of burden,
and farm buildings. Land was no great problem. Owing to the country’s
scant population® therc was plenty of land that was either lying fal-
low!™ or that came under the heading of «empty land », having been
abandoned by the population that had previously settled on it The pheno-
menon of peasants being expelled from their farms so as to enable the land-

7 An excellent introduction to the study of these problems in Little Poland in the
second half of the 15th century is provided by Divcosz 1., Liber beneficiorum divecesis
Cracoviensis, vols. IITI, Cracow, 1863-1864. A critical analysis of this source is attempted
by Kunras 5., Regestrum ecclesive Cracoviensis. Studivm nad  powstanien tuw. Liber
Beneficiorunm: (Regestrum  ceclesiac Cracoviensis. Study on the origin of the so-called
« Liber Beneficiorum »), Warsaw, 1966; Lucinskt 1., Liber Beneficiorum J. Dlugosza
(1. Dlogosz’s « Libet Beneficiorum »), in « Studia Zrddloznaweze », vol. XIII, 1968,
pp. 147-160.  Alko deserving atiention are: INGLOT 8., Stan i rozmiiestcrenie uposazenia
biskupstivn krakowskiego w pol. XV w. (State and geographical distribution of the estates
of the bishopric of Cracow in the middle of the 15th century), Lvov, 1925; ZyTkowicz L.,
Studia wad gospodarstwen wiejskint w dobrach koscielnych XVI . (Studies on farming on
the Church estates in the 16th century), Warsaw, 1962.

® Rutkowskl I., Pawszczying i praca wajemna w organizacii folwarkdw kréfetwskich
w Prusach za Zygmunta Awgusta (Serfdom and paid labour in the organization of real
cstate in Prussia under Sigismund Auvgustus), in « Studia z dziejéw wsi polskie; XVI-
XVII] w.», Warsaw, 1956, pp. 109-126; Maczak A., Folwark pénszczyzmiany a wies w
Prusach Krolewskich w XVI/XVII wieks (The landed estate and the peasant farm in
Royal Prussia in the 16th and 17th centuries) in « PH», wol. 47, 1936, issue 2,
pp. 356359, In considering the increase in serfdom in this regions, it must be men-
tioned that the peasant farms (called gharskie) were large and consisted of several wlokas
of land.

? See Hoszowsxi S., Dymawika rozwoju zaludnienia Polski w epoce feudanei,
X-XVIII w. (Dynamics of population growth in Poland in the feudal era, 10th-18th cent-
uries), in « RDSIG », vol. XIII, 1951, pp. 137-198; Gireyszrorowa 1., Recherches sar la
démographic bistorigue et en particulicr rurale en Pologne, in « Ergon, vol. 4, 1964,
pp. 300-528 and also Research into History of Poland Demographic, in « APH », vol. 18,
1968, pp. 5-17; VieLrosE E., Die Bevdlkerung Polens vom 10-17 Jh., translated from the
Polish, Magdeburg, 1959 .

10 Huapvrowwz K. 1., Zmiany krajobrazn i roziwdi osadnictwas w Wielkopolsce od
XIV do X1X wiekun (Transformation of the landscape and development of setilements
from the 14th to the 19th centuries), Lvov, 1932; Biskur M., Prusy Krdlewskie w IT
pol. XVI 1. (Royal Prussia in the second half of the 16th century), Warsaw, 1961;
Wofewddztwo plockie ok. 1578 r. {The Palatinate of Plock towards 1578), Warsaw, 1958
{both works are published in the Atlas Historvezny Polski series).

IV See Rusinskr W., Wiistungen. Ein Agrarproblem des jeudales Europas, in
« APH », vol. 5, 1962, pp. 48-76.
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owners to establish or enlarge their own farms must be understood in the
sense that the peasants were moved to other land or that their farms were
reduced and the « surplus » annexed to the big estate. This may therefore
be referred to as the phenomenon of « feudal expulsion » to distinguish it
from the later expulsions preceding the establishment of capitalism. In the
latter case expulsion meant that the peasants were removed from the land,
whereas in the former case the big landowner was interested in keeping the
population on the land so that it could provide the labour that was indispen-
sable.”? It was in this period in fact that the peasant population was tied
to the land.

Early literature has attached too much importance to the so-called pur
chase of sofectwo, i.e. to the land owned by the village softys (hereditary chief
of village administration) as a system for enlarging the big estates.!*> Later
researches have shown that the annexation of sofectwo lands was of little
importance to the territorial expansion of the big estates.” TIn addition to
the lands mentioned above, whether or not they were inhabited, the land-
owners’ expansion obiects were meadows and pastures and deforested land.
Indirectly this went against the interests of the peasants as it restricted their
possibility of using these [ands.

Far more complicated was the problem of obtfumng, manpower to culti-
vate the land on the big estates, i.e. the social organization of production.
The thesis that wages were paid on the .folwark in the first stage of its
development or that both wage-eatnets and serfs were emploved, has been
rejected.? :

12 Large-scale mass cxpulsions are rightly contested by: A. Wyczanskr (against
R. Grooeckr and 5. Arnowd) in O folwarkx szlacheckim w Pofsce XV st. (Folwark
of the nobles in Poland in the 16th century), in « KH», a. 61, 1954, n. 4 pp. 176-180;
and in Stndiz nad folwarkiem szlacheckim w Polsce s I 1500-1580 (Studies on the fati-
fundia of the nobles in Poland in 1500-1580), Warsaw, 1960, pp. 42-50: Rusinskr W.,
Drogi rorwojowe (Paths of development), pp. 627-628.

13 See RuTkowskr )., Skap sofectw w Polsce w XVI w (Purchase of the solection
in Poland in the 16th century), in « Studia z dzie jow wsi polskiej w XVIXVIIL w.»,
Warsaw, 1956, pp. 65-80; DoerowoLskr K., W sprawie skupu solectwo w d. Polsce
w XV i XVI w. (The question of the purchase of the solecttve in old Poland in the 15th
and 16th centuties), in « KH», a. 38, 1924, pp. 1-28; Lysiak L., Wiasnose soliysia
(wojtowska) w Malopolsce do kowea XVI w. (Properties of the soltys in Little Poland
up to the end of the 16th century), Cracow, 1964; KicLeicka A., Studia nad solectwami
w wojewddrtwie krakowskim w XVI-XVIII w. (Swudies on the solectwo in the pala
tinate of Cracow in the 16th to 18th centuries), Torun, 1964,

W Rusinssr W., Dragr rozwojowe {(Development paths), p. 623; Zyrkowicz L.,
Studia nad gospodarstiwem wiejskim (Studies on farms), pp. 158-172 and, recently, Vrru-
Lanl A, Geweza statuin warckiego o wykapie solectw (Genesis of the Warka Stature
on the redemption of the soleciwo}, in « KH», a. 76, 1969, n. 3, pp. 557-581.

15 ArNOLD S., op. cif., pp. 31-34; Wryczanskr A., Studia rad folwarkiem (Study on
the latifundia), pp. 122-138; Torouski J., Gospodarsiwo wieiskie w dobrach arcybiskap-
sttwa gricznienskicgo od XVI do XVIII w. (Rural economy on the property of the Arch-
bishopric of Gniezng from the 16th to the 18th centuries), Poznan 1938, pp. 144-145,
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Examples of paid work are known, as wage-earners are regulatly to be
found on the big estates, and big farms employing paid manpower developed
on the fertile lands of fluvial origin of Malbork as well as in the surroundings
of the big towns.®* However the low productivity of agriculture at the time
and the consequent low yield of labour, as well as the ratio of market prices
for cereals to the cost of labour made paid work unremunerative. It must
also be considered that large investments of capital would have been neces-
sary to base production on paid labour. The landlord would have been com-
pelled to buy and maintain beasts of burden and tools and to build and
provide for the upkeep of buildings and installations. Serfdom system placed
all or almost all of the expenses for stocks and fixed and movable equipment
on the peasants, thus reducing the landowner's expenses to a minimum. The
serf-labourer worked on the folwark with his own tools and beasts of burden
and the farm installations could be built and repaired without spending any
money. The land granted in usufruct was the payment the peasant received
for his work.”

W6 Rutkowskl J., Panszexyzna i praca najesia {Serfdom and paid labour), op. cit.;
Majewskr ]., Gospoderstwo folwarczne we wsiach migsia Poznania w 1. 15821644 (The
folwark in the lands of the city of Poznan in the vears 1582-1644), Poznan, 1957,
pp. 149-1535.

17 Rutkowskl J., op. cit., pp. 120122, see Livinvskr E., Studia nad bistoria poi-
skiej mysli ekonomicynej (Studies on the history of Polish economic thought), Warsaw,
1956, pp. 66; KuLa W., Teoria ckonomiczna ustroju feudalnego. Préba modelu {Eco-
nomic theory of the feudal system. Testing of a model), Warsaw, 1962, pp. 57-58;
Zyrvowicz L., Z badan nad wydajnoscia pracy 1w rolnietwie fuedalnym {Studies on the
productivity of labout in feudal agriculture), in « KHKM », vol. 17, 1969, n. 3, p. 549.

A classification of the incomes of the big landowners under the feudal system has
been made by Rurkowskl L., Badaniz nad podiialen dockodéw w Polsce w cxasach
nowozyinych (Studies on mcome distribution in Poland in medern times), vol. I,
Cracow, 1938.

The late feudal estate, especially the folwark, occupies an important place in Polish
research owing to the exceptlonaliy rich sources available {many inventories of lands, the
books of the big estates, instructions and correspondence on economic matters, inspec-
tions of Church property, inspections of real estate, etc.} especially for the 16th and first
half of the 17th century as well as for the second half of the 18th century. Mention
may be made hete of the following studies (in addition to the monographs by J. Topolski
and A, Wawrznezykowa already quoted).

Baranowskl B., Gospodarstwo chlopskie i forwarczne we Wschodnie Wielkoposce
w XVIII w. {The peasant’s farm and the folwark in Eastern Great Poland in the
18th century), Warsaw, 1936.

Cacxowsxk: 3., Gospodarstwo wteﬁk:e w dobrach biskupstiwa i kapituly cbefmw—
skiej w XVII- XVHI . (Rural economy in the estates of the bishopric and chapter of
Chelmno in the 17th and 18th centuries), vols. 1-II, Torun, 1961-1963.

CureBowcezyk J., Gospodarka komory cieszynskiej na prrelomie XVII-XVIII oraz
w I pol. XVIII w. (The economy of the chamber of Cieszyn between the 17th and 18th
centuries and in the first half of the 18th century), Wroclaw, 1966.

Homeckt A., Produkcia § bandel zbozowy w latyfundium Lubomirskich w 11 pol
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It is understandable, therefore, that serfdom should have become the
dominant social form of land tenure in the Polish Republic and in the botd-
ering countries. However this did not happen everywhere. On the lands
of Malbork and in those atound the town of Poznan (as well as around some
other towns) the big estates were, as already mentioned, cultivated with the
help of paid manpower. This can be accounted for by the more favourable
conditions for the sale of products, such as the nearness of the market and
the lower or inexistent costs of transport to the market towns.'® There were

XVII i pierwszej XVIII w. (Grain production and trade in the latifundium of Lubo-
mirski in the second half of the 17th and first part of the 18th century), Wroclaw, 1970.

Leskiewiczowa V., Dobra osieckie w okresie gospodarki foltwarczno-panszczyzniane;
XVI-XIX . (Estates of Osieck at the time of the late feudal economy in the 16th-19th
centuries}), Wroclaw, 1957.

Mapurowicz-Ursanska H., Gosposdarsiwo folwarczne w dobrach biskupstwa kEra-
kowskiego na prograniczu polsko- slaskim w XVIIXVIII w. (The landlord’s farm on
the lands of the bishopric of Cracow on the Polish-Silesian border in the 17th-18th
century), in « Zeszyty Naukowe Uniwersytetu Jagiellonskiego », n. 56, 1962, pp. 39-102.

Majewskt 1., Gospodarstwo folwarcane we wsiach miasta Pognania w |, 1582-1644
(The folwark in the lands of the city of Poznan in the years 1582-1644), Poznan, 1957,

MicHaLkIEwWICZ S., Gospodarka magnacka na Slasku I pol. XVIII w. ne pray-
Lladzie majatku Ksigz {The magnates’ farms in Silesia in the second half of the 18th
century; taking as example the estates of Ksiaz), Wroclaw, 1969.

Ovyniec W., Starostwo puckie 1546-1678 (« Starostia » of Puck 1546-1678),
Gdan'sk, 1961.

Rozvcka-Grassowa M., Gospodurka rolna wielkiej wiasnosei w Polsce w XVIII w.
{The rural economy of the big estates in Poland in the 18th century), Wroclaw, 1964.

Rysarskr R., Gaspodarstwo Ksiestwa Oswiecimskiego w XVI w. (The economy of
the Duchy of Qswiecim in the 16th century}, Cracow, 1931 (refetring to the part of Silesia
that remained within the boundaries of the Polish Republic).

RycuLirowa J., Stwdia nad towarowa produckcia wielkie; wlasnosei w Malopolsce
w I 1764-1805 {Studies on the market production of the big estates in Lirtle Poland
in the years 1764-1805), part I: Towmarowa gospodarka zbozowas (Grain production for
the market), Wroclaw, 1966,

RycHriRowA 1., Produkeia zhozows wielkie; wlasnosci w Malopolsce w [ 1764-1805
(Grain production of the big estates in Little Poland in the years 1764-1805), Warsaw,
1967.

ToroLska M. B., Dobra szklowskie na Bialorusi Wschodniej w XVII i XVIII w.
(Property of Szklow in Eastern White Russia in the 17th and 18th centuries), Warsaw,
1965,

Wiatkowsktl L., Gospodarstie o wiejskie w dobrach pszczynskich od pol. XVII do
pocz. XIX w. (The rural economy in the estates of Pszczyna from the middle of the 17th
to the beginning of the 18th century), Wroclaw, 1965.

Wyczanskl A., Studia nad gospodarka stgrostwa Korczynskiego 1500-1660 (Studies
on the production of the starestia of Korczyn 1500-1660), Warsaw, 1964.

18 Majewsk1 J., op. cit., pp. 154-195; Rurkowski J., Ze stadiow nad polozeniem
czeladzi foltarcznej w dawnej Polsce {Studies on the condition of farm laboureurs on
landed estates in old Poland), in «Studia z dziejow wsi polskie; XVI-XVIII w,»,
pp. 127-142,

The problem of the cost and profirableness of transporting goods in large quantities,
and therefore also grain, has not waited in vain for exhaustive trcatment. Transport
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also regions in which the folwark never came into being or did not develop.
This was due to different reasons. For example there were no « folwarks »
in the widespread possessions of the cities of Elblag (Elblig) and Danzig.
sitiated on the fertile soil along the Vistula. In these regions, which had
easy access to the matket, the peasants could operate big farms of several
whoki (old measure equal to 16,8 hectares) ' on a commercial scale and the
landowner — in this case the city — could consequently obtain an income
from the land in the form of rents in money.'”” In the regions at the foot of
the mountains the natural conditions for the development of cereal growing
were lacking. Hete sheep-farming became the population’s main occupation
and the relations between peasants and landlord were consequently different?

The development of the big cereal-growing estates included also the vast
territories of the Grand-Duchy of Lithuania which, after the Union of Lublin
in 1569, found themselves inside the frontiers of the Polish Republic. In
Lithuania, and at least in the western part of White Russia folwarki
began to arise in the 14th century already. They were cultivated with
the help of serfs. FEarlier than elsewhere they began to place servile

difficulties and costs, it must be remembered, were of grear importance and had a con-
siderable influence on the profitableness of the grain trade on the one hand and on the
sucial structure on the other hand, restricting the part played by traders. See: Burszra J,,
Handel magnacki i kupiecki miedzy Sientawa nad Sanem a Gdanskiem od konca XVII
do pol, XVIII w. (Trade of the magnates and merchants berween Sieniawa on the San
and Gdan'sk from the end of the 17th to the middle of the 18th century), in « RDSIG »,
vol. 16, 1935, pp. 174-238; Marerialy do techniki splawu rzecznego na Sanie i sredmief
Wiste z XVIY i XVIIT . (Material for the technique of river navigation of the San
and the middle Vistula in the 17th and 18th centuries), in « KHKM », a. 3, 1933, n. 4,
pp. 732-782; Guipon Z., Zwiazrki bandlowe débr magnackich na Prawobrzexnef Ukrainie
7 Gdanskiem w XVIIT w. (Trade connections of the magnates’ estates in West Ukraine
with Danzig in the 18th century), Torun, 1966, pp. 74-111: Jewsiewickr B., Koszy
gospodarezegn transporiny kolowego w Polsce w XVI-XVIIT w. (Costs of road haulage
in Poland in the 16th-18th centuties), in « RDSIG », vol. 31, 1970, pp. 165-175; MiELc-
2ARSK1 5., Koszty transportu i ich uplyviw na udzial kupcow w bandlu zbozowym m Polsce
XVI w. {Transport costs and their influence on the merchants’ share of the grain trade
in Poland in the 16th century), in « KHKM », a. 12, 1965, n. 2, pp. 269-279.

Whi 1t i3 useful to note that Mansas Culmensis was equal to 16,8 hectares in Polish
Kingdom, while Mansus Lithuaniens was equal to 21,6 hectares.

13 Piatkowskl A., Posiadlosci ziemskie miasta Elblage w XVII § XVIHI w. (Landed
praperty of the city of Elblag [Elblig] in the 17th and i8th centuries), Wroclaw, 1972,
The analysis of this kind of peasant farm is made by A. Maczag in Gospodarsfico
chlopskie na Zulmwach Malborskich w poczatkack XVII w. (The peasant farm on the
Jands of Malbork at the beginning of the 17th century), Warsaw, 1962.

20 In these regions settlement developed on the basis of the so-called Walachian law
brought by the shepherds from the Balkan countries. The settlets paid rents and also
gave services in kind. See: Rarvacz ], Duieje i ustrdj Podbala Noewotarskiego (History
and social structure of Podhale Nowotarskie), Warsaw, 1935; Scuramm W., Formwy osed-
wictwa wiejskiego w Srodkowych Karpatach nae tle rozwoju bistorveznego (Forms of rural
settlement in the Central Carpathians against the background of historical development),
Warsaw, 1961,
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obligations on the dependent population (the so-called /udzie ciagli, peasant-
serfs, working on the landlord’s farm with their own beasts of burden),
particularly as folwarki were beginning to develop under the influence of the
demand for cereals. In the second half of the 16th century and the first
half of the 17th century the agrarian reform promoted by Sigismund Augustus
in 1557 as carried out on these lands. Originally this reform was to have
been confined to the sovereign’s vast properties, but in practice it was ex-
tended to many private properties as well, Iis implementation was based
on Polish experience, The objects of the reform were to regulate and increase
the peasants’ obligations, to increase the roll of rents in money rather than
in kind, and to create the conditions required for the enlargement of landed
estates. The corvée was to consist of two days’ work a week on a wioka
ciagla (plot of land of 21.6 hectares cultivated by peasantserfs with their
own beasts of hurden, in exchange for the wioki let to the peasant) and one
whoka out of seven was to be annexed to the landlord’s estate. In shott the
relations created on these lands were similar to those existing on the Crown
(Polish Kingdom) lands of the Republic. Note must be taken of some pecu-
liarities concerning the lands of Zmudz (western part of Lithuania), probably
accounted for by the proximity of the Baltic ports as well as by the passage
to the system of renting of the population in the vast royal estates (in the
estate of Szawle in Zmudz in 1640, in the remaining estates in the second
half of the 17th century)® The folwarki were never able to develop in

21 The develepment of agrarian relationships in Lithuania and White Russiz have been
studied in particular in both Polish and Soviet historiography. The bibliography on this
subject has been dealt with by: Ocumanskr J., Roluiciwo na Litwie feudalnei w swietle
nowszych badan (Agriculture in feudal Lithuania in the light of recent researches), in
«KHKM», a. 9, 1961, n. 4, pp. 819-826. See also: La grande réforme agraire en Liinanie
et en Ruthénie Blanche au XV siécle, in « Ergon », vol. 2, 1960, pp. 327-342; Low-
MIANSKE H., Uwegi w sprawie podloza spolecznegn i gospodarczego unii jagiellonskicr
{Considerations on the social and ecomomic substratum of the Union of the Jagicllons),
in « Ksiega pamiatkowa ku uczczeniu czterechsetne] rocznicy wydania pierwszego stamu
litewskiego », Vilna, 1935, pp. 287-325; Kasperczax S., Rezwdi gospodarki folwarcznej
na Litwie 1 Bidlorusi do pol. XVI w. (Development of the- big estates in Lithuania
and White Russia up to the end of the 16th century), Poznan, 1965; OcHmansgr J.,
Potwstanie i roywdi latyfandium biskapstwa wilenskiego 1387-1550 (Origin and deve-
lopment of the latifundium of the bishopric of Vilna 1387-1550), Poznan, 1963,
Cueen Bona Sforza played 2 very important role in the economic organization of the
properties of the Grand-Duchy. See: Pociecus W., Krolows Bona (1494-1557) (Queen
Bona), vol. III, Poznan, 1958. Of the carfier Polish researches, the following deserve
to be mentioned: IncLor S. Sprawy gospodareze Lwa Sapieby 1588-1667 (Economic
Questions of Lew Sapicha. 1588-1607), in « Studia... poswiecane F. Bujakowski », Lwow,
1931, pp. 165-226; Koscrarkowskl S., Ze stadicw nad dziejami ekonomii krilowskich
na Lirwie (Studies on the history of the roval domains in Lithuania), in « Rocznik
Towarzystwa Przyjacidl Nauk w Wilnie », vol. 5, 1911-1914, pp. 85-168; also: AnTont
Tyzenuanz, vols. LII, London, 1970-71; Kura W., Szkice o manufebturach w Polsce
XVIIT w. {Essay on Manufacturing in Polaml in the 18th centary), part I1I, Warsaw,
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Eastern White Russia because of the difficult and costly transport of cereals
to the Baltic ports and the weakness of city markets.?

In Ukraine the landlord’s farm began to develop fairly early since the
customs fegisters record large-scale cereal movements already in 1583. How-
ever this was true above all of the regions having easier access to the river
ports on the Bug and the San, tributaries of the Vistula. But in the 18th
century, when the long and disastrous wats and Tartar raids at last came to
an end, these late feudal farm spread also to more distant territories, for
instance to Podolia, where its development was not so intense as in the
Vistula basin, Where the transport of cereals was not remunerative, the
landowners’ incomes were based on rents, and the manufacture and sale of
spirits acquired growing importance.®

This late feudal system spread also to the regions which, at the time,
were outside the boundaries of the Republic: Silesia and West Pomerania.
In Silesia conditions were mote suitable for the development of the local
market as the country was far more highly urbanized and extensive unpro-
ductive areas existed at the foot of the mountains. Unlike the territories
of the Republic, Silesia never became a grain exporting centre. On the
contrary a certain amount of cereals was imported from the neighbouring
Great Poland. Big farms producing for the market grew up in Silesia towards
the end of the 15th century, and particularly after the middle of the 17th
century. This phenomenon was fostered by the existence of many territories
that became depopulated after the ravages of the Tirty Years War. Owing
to the pattern of demand and natural cultivation conditions, production here
was centred less exclusively than in the Kingdom on cereals; in fact animal
husbandry, fishing, hop-growing, etc. played a more important role. Serfdom
(binding peasants to the land) developed early in the 16th century (laws of
1505, 1512 and 1528), but the measures relating to it were only unified
in 1652. Social and economic relations in Silesia showed considerable dif-
ferences.

1956, pp. 309448, Wieczorek W., Z dziejdw usiroju rolnegs W. Ks. Litewskiego w
XVIII w. (History of the agrarian structure in the Grand-Duchy of Lithuania in the
18th century), Poznan, 1930; Zasxo-Potorowicz A., Praca najemna i najemnik w rol-
nietwie W. Ks. Litewskiego w XVIII w. (Paid work and farm labourers in the agri-
culrure of the Grand-Duchy of Lithuania in the 18th century), Warsaw, 1928.

2 TopoLska M. B, ap. cit., pp. 77-83, 112-133,

23 See GuipoN Z., Zwiarki bandlowe débr magnackich (Trade relations of the
magnates’ estates); HomEecki A., op. cit.; RycHLIRowa 1., Produkcja zbozowa {Grain
production); Serczyk W.A., Gospodarstwo magnackie w wojewddziwie podolskim
1w II pol. XVIII w. (The magnate’s farm in the palatinate of Podolia in the middle of
the 18th century), Wroclaw, 1965.

24 Heck R., Uwagi o gospodarce folwarcznej na Slasku w okresie Odredzenia {Con-
siderations on the landowner's farm in Silesia in the Renaissance period), in « Sobotka »,
a, 11, 1956, n. 2, pp. 169-211; also: Studia nad polozeniem ekonomicznym ludnosci wiej-
skiej na Slaskn w XVI w. (Studies on the economic situation of the rural population
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In Western Pomerania (up to 1637 a duchy which was subsequently
divided between Brandenburg and Sweden), the big farm (folwark) produc-
ing for the market was born at the end of the 14th century under the
pressure of the city’s demand for agricultural produce. Its development
reached a peak in the 16th century. Exports were not of the same importance
as in neighbouring countries”? There at the end of the 16th century, the
process of binding peasants to the land came to an end there; since 1616
they had been forbidden to leave the land.

It is not easy to calculate the degree of development of big estates (fol-
warki) in the Polish lands. The most appropriate measure seems to be the
index determining the ratio between sowing on the landlord’s farm and on
the peasant farms (making the latter equal to 100). This ratio varied ap-
preciably according to time and place. The landlord’s farms certainly did
not produce as much as those of the. peasants.®

As a matter of fact the yield of grain harvests can only be investigated
for the landlords’ farms, and especially for the big estates which were the
only ones that kept regular books. This is a question that has been given
particular attention by students in the last twenty years® A typical harvest

in Silesia in the 16th century), Wroclaw, 1959; Janczax J., Rozmieszczenic produkcji
roslinnej i gwierzecej na Slasku na prrelomie XVIIT i XIX w. {Distribution of crops
and livestock production in Silesia at the turn of the 18th century), Wroclaw, i964;
Woranskr M., Zwiazki handlowe Slaska v kzeczypospoli te w XVII w. (Trade relations
between Sﬁesla and the Polish Republic in the 17th century}, Wroclaw, 1961, pp. 277-288;
see also note 18.

25 Toporsxx [., Uwagi o priyczynach powstania i rozwofu goxpodarkz folwarezno-
pansiexyznianej na Pomorzu Zachodnim (Consideration on the causes responsible for the
birth and growth of the late fendal type of economy in Western Pometania), in « Studia
i Materialy do Dziejow Wielkopalski i Pomotza », vol. 6, 1960, issue 2, pp. 118-125;
Wacrnowiak B., Gospodareze po!ozenie chlapdw 1w domenach ksiestwa suczecinskiego
w XVIiwl pol. XVII w. (The economic situation of the peasants on the lands belonging
to the Duchy of Stettin in the 16th and first half .of the 17th century), Stettin, 1967,
pp. 3546,

26 This is a point upon which agreement is- general. Regarding the index of growth
of the landowners' farms, see: Zvrowicz L., Ze studiow nrad wysokcsa cia plondw w
Polsce od XVI do XVIIT w. (Studies on the yield ratios in Poland from the 16th to
the 18th centuries), in « KHEKM », a. 14, 1966, n. 3, pp. 472474, See also: Studia ned
wydajnoscia gospodarstwa wiejskiego na Mazowszs (Studies on the productivity of peasant
farms in Mazovia in the 17th century), Warsaw, 1969, pp. 85-88. '

27 Systematic researches on hatrvests were started by A. WawrzynczyRowa, Proba
ustalenia wysokosci plonow w dobrach Pabianice w II pol. XVI . {An attempt to
establish the size of harvests on the Pabianice properties in the second half of the 16th
century), in « Studia z dziejow gospodarstwa wiejskiego », vol. 2, 1959, pp. 81-129. See
also: Problem wysokosci plonow w krolewcryenach mazowieckich w II pol. XVI § 1
ewierci XVII w. (The question of the yield ratios in the royal possessions in Mazovia
in the second half of the 16th and first quarter of the 17th cenwry), ibid., vol. 4, 1961,
issue 1, pp. 39-129 {researches by other author on the intensity of production on the
various estates are also quoted). By the same author see also: Stam badan nad wyso-
koscia plonow w roluietwie polskim XVI-XVIII 1w, (State of researches on the yield
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appears to have consisted of from 2 to 4 seeds for each atea sown. It is only
in the second half of the 18th century that a certain improvement is noted
as harvests with between 3 and 6 seeds begin to prevail® This low yield
was the consequence of primitive cultivation methods, a scant development
of livestock breeding, and, especially on the big estates, the extensive character
of agriculture at the time. The system of allowing the land to lie fallow for
a certain period did not prevent it form becoming impoverished.?® Under
this aspect the situation in Poland did not differ much from the situation
in the bordering regions. There was, on the contrary, a great difference
between Poland and some West European countries, but Poland nevertheless
Became the foremost exporter of cereals to the West. The transformation
of the farm in Poland from tenancy to serfdom gave rise to appreciable and
— it must be added — adverse consequences on the further evolution of
society. Its effects were strongest and weighed most heavily on. the destinies
and situation of the peasant population, A substantial change took place
in the social, economic and juridical position of the peasants. The increase
in the landlords’ demands on the one hand and, on the other hand, the

ratios in- Polish agricultare in the 16th-18th centuries), in « KHM », a. 8, 1960, n. 1,
pp. 103-117 in which the studies on this subject are examined; Szczvciersxkr W., Pro-
dukcia rolnicza gospodarstwa folwarcinego w ziemi wielunskiej od XVI do XVIII w.
(Agticultural production of the landlord’s farm in the  lands of Wielun from the
16th to the 18th century), Lodz, 1963; and Le rendement de lz production agricole
en Pologne du XVI au AVIII sidcle sar le fond ewropéen, in «Ergons, vol. 35,
1966, pp. 795-803; Zyrrowicz L., Grain Yields in Poland, Bobemia, Hungary and
Slovakia in the 16 to 18 centuries, « APH », vol. 24, 1971, pp. 51-72. Another point of
view is tepresented by Wyczanskr A., O badaniv plonduwzbor w dewnej Polsce (On
studies on grain harvests in old Poland), in « KHKM », a. 16, 1968, n. 2, pp. 251-274;
see also: Stwdia nad konsumpcia zywnosci w Polsce w XVI i I pol. XVII w. (Studies
on the consumption of foodstuffs in Poland in the 16th and first half of the 18th century),
Warsaw, 1969, pp. 193206 and The Agricultural Production and its Amount in the
XVIth Century in Poland, in « SHO », vol. 4, 1970, pp. 3-13. BSee also: RycHLiKowa L.,
Perspekiywy badamia plonéw w II pol, XVIII i I pol. XIX w, na terytorium Malopolski
i Polski Srodkowej (Perspectives of the research on harvests in the territory of Little
Poland and Central Poland in the second half of the 18th and first half of the 19th
century), in « Studia Historyezne », vol. 12, 1969, pp. 311-336.

28 A more accurate calculation does not seem possible at the present stage of research .
For the petiod under consideration attempts to calculate the yield of a given unit of land,
e. g quintals per hectare, would be misleading., See RycHLIKOwa I, W sprawie moder-
nizacii warszietu bistoryka rofnictwa (On the gquestion of the modernization of the
research methods of agricultural historians), in « KHKM », a. 16, 1968, n. I, pp. 28-36.

2 Ocumansgl W., Wiedza rolnicza w Polsce od XVI do pol. XVIII w. (Knowledge
of agriculture in Poland from the 16th to the middle of the 18th century}, Wroclaw,
1963, pp. 53-70, 101-104; Pooraza A., Jakub Kazimierz Haur, pisarz rolwiczy z XVII w.
(Jakub Kazimierz Haur, rural writer of the 17th century), Wroclaw, 1961, pp. 115-136.
See: Tovorsxx J., Les changements dans la technigue agricole en Pologne & Pépogue
mode?-g XVI-XVIII s, in «Rivista di Storia dell'Agricoleura», vol. 3, 1563, n. 4,
pp. 36-67.
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existence of unfarmed lands and « uninhabited areas » on lands formerly
farmed were an incentive for the peasants to escape. To react against this
the dominant class availed itself of its prominent political position in the
State. A gradual narrowing of the peasant’s legal status on the land (glaebae
adscriptio) is witnessed from the beginning of the development of the lati-
fundia (1496). The many laws issued by the Diet against escapes (more than
60 in the 16th and 17th centuries) are evidence that escape was proving
an efficient means of resistance for the peasant class.® At the same time rela-
tions between the peasant and the government authorities were gradually
broken off. From the middle of the 15th centuty suits brought by subjects
against their lords disappeared from the royal courts of fustice® The result
was that the lord enjoyed full power3? The legal situation of the peasant
population can be defined as strict serfdom. Up to 1768 ius vitae ac necis
was in the hand of the nobility. Controversy still exists as regards the
problem of what meaning is to be given to deals connected with the sale
of serfs?

Together with his rights the peasant also lost his economic independence
as his contacts with the market grew more restricted; under the burden of
his obligations to the landlord, the peasant was less and less able to increase
production on his own farm. His surplus production for the market shrank
enormously in respect of total production. Consequently only peasants with
big farms were able to enjoy the benefits of the rise in grain prices*

30 See SrEmzOWSKI S., Zbiegostwo chlopdw w dawne] Polsce jako zagadniemie
" ustroju spolecznego (Peasants desertions in old Poland as a problem of social structure),
Warsaw, 1948. The problem of the different forms of resistance of the Polish peasant
class is examined by many authors. A number of attitudes are described by 5. INgLOT
in the introduction to H:starm chlopdw polskich, vol I, Warsaw, 1970, pp. 23-27; see
also pp. 401-406,

3L Lystak L., Sadownictwo Erdlewskie w sprawach chlopskich do pol. XVT w. (Royal
jurisdiction in peasants‘ law-suits up to the middle of the 16th century), in « CPH »,
vol. 17, 1965, issue 2, p. 63, refects the thesis so far accepted that the king only granted
the right to pass sentences in law-suits between subjects and their masters in 1518. See
also: Martuszewskr J., W sprawie genery sadu referendarskiego (The question of the
genesis of the Court of Referendaria), in « CPHo», vol. 6, 1954, issue 2, pp. 338-366.

The legal and social peculiarities of the peasants’ situation on the royal estates are
mentioned by Z. Cwikk in Z dziejdw wsi koronnej XVII w. (History of the Royal Posses-
sions in the 17th century), Warsaw, 1966.

32 Historia chlopdw polskich, vol. 1, pp. 310-319.

33 See Deresiswicz J., Handel chlopami w datwnej Rzecxypospolitej (Peasant trad-
_ing in the old Polish Republic), Warsaw, 1958; see also: Maruszewskl J., Czy hand-
lowano chlopami w Rreczypospolitei sdlacheckiej (On whether peasants wete traded in the
Old Polish Republic), in « Sprawozdania Wroclawskiego Towarzystwa Naukowego »,
vol. 15 A, 1960, pp. 71-74; Orzecuowskr K., O wiedztwie pana feudalnego wobec uzalez-
nionyeh od niego chlopdw (On the power of the feudal lord over his peasants), in «CPH»,
vol. 12, 1960, issue 2, pp. 279-296.

3 According to calculations based on the register of the Chusch tithe for the first
half of the 17th century in Mazovia, only peasants cultivating a whele wicks of land
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It is no easy matter to ascertain the economic importance of the burdens
placed on the peasants by the landlords in this period, for the following
reasons: «) the complicated structure and great heterogeneity of the feudal
income; &) the impossibility of reducing all its elements to a common deno-
minator, e. g. through their calculation in money; ¢) an insufficient know-
ledge of the rate of production of the peasant farms. The « conversion » of
the servitudes into money is a methodological error: labour was not a com-
modity and seldom passed through the market.?

It is these reasons that make it impossible to answer the question concern-
ing the extent to which obligations to the landlord influenced the production
effects and possibilities of the peasants’® At the stage reached at present
by the knowledge of this problems all that can be said is that from the end
of the 16th century the peasant-setf with a self-sufficient farm was obliged
to keep a labourer and a beast of burden to perform his duties on the land-
lord’s property, especially during the harvest season when these duties were
heaviest. He was also obliged to give the landlord about 15% of his produc-
tion in the form of services and rents. To the foregoing must be add Church
dues, i.e. the tithe and the so-called missalia or mass offerings,” as well as

could permanently enjoy a considerable surplus; see ZyTkowicz L., An Imvestigation
into Agricultural Production in Mazovia in the First Half of the 17th Century, in « APH»,

vol, 18, 1968, pp. 109-113.

33 See KuLa W., Teoria ekonomiczna (Economic theory], p. 27-44. Nevertheless
this method is stll used

36 The essay by M. KNIAT Go:podamze naczenie c:emréw ludnosci wloscianskie;
1w Polsce w XVIII w. (Fconomic importance of the tributes of the peasant population
in Poland in the 18th century} in « Prace Komisji Historycznej Poznanskiego Towar-
zystwa Przyjaciol Nauk », vol. 6, Poznan, 1930, pp, 121-183, gave rise to important
reserves of a methodological nature. See in this connection Kura W, Problemy i metody
bistorii gospodarczej (Problems and methods of economic history), Warsaw, 1963,
pp. 229-231. Almost 2ll the authors who have dealt with the peasant farm have attempted
to calculate the amount of the services due to the landowner; see the already quoted
studies by S. Cackowski, K. Heck, J. Topolski, E. Trzyna, B. Wachowiak, A. Wawrzync-
zykowa and others (see note 41 below).. A special study has been devoted to the later
period by A. Fainiowska-Grapowska, Swiedezenia poddenych na rzecz dworn w kro-
lewszezyznach wofewodytwa krakowskiego w 11 pol. XVII w. [Serviccs and tributes due
by peasants of the royal estates of the palatinate of Cracow in the secand half of the
18th century), Wroclaw, 1964,

37 The Church tithe — from the time of the publication of the essay by M. Wys-
ZYNSKI, Ze sindidv nad bistoria dziesieciny w Polsce sredniowiecznej (Studies on the
history of the tithe in Medieval Poland}, Lwow, 15929 — has been the object of studies
regarding in particolar conflicts between the nobles and the clergy; see in this connection
Kowarska H., Walka o dziesieciny na sejmach egzekucyinych w 1. 1562-1565 (The fight
for the tithe in the executive diets in the years 1362-1563), in « Reformacja i Odrodznie
w Polsce», vol. I, 1956, pp. 71-101; Janczax J.K., Zagadnienie ciezaréw koscieluych
we wsiach wofjewddrtiwa fecryekiego w XVIXVIII w. (The problem of Chuarch taxes
in the lands of the palatinate of Leeczyca in the 16th-18th centuries) in « Rocznik
Lédzki », vol. 4, 1961, pp. 3149,
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government taxes, the frequency and amount of which depended on the
resolutions taken time by time by the Diet. All this prevents us from
establishing precisely the grain budget of the peasant farm

Rents in kind, taxes and servitudes were not the only forms of economic
exploitation of the land. There were also the nobles’ monopolies as in the
case of the grinding of cereals and the propinatio (manufacture and sale of
beer and brandy). After the suppression of the free cabarets and the repeal
of the peasants’ right to make their own beer (in the 16th century), the income
received by the nobles from the propinatio increased rapidly. Particularly
where the sale of cereals was difficult, the propinatio was the nobles’ main
source of income. The most plentiful information concerning the growth of
this monopoly refers to the second half of the 18th century. In this period,
to quote an example, 30-40 percent of the grain production of the Czarto-
ryski farms was used to make spirits.’® Another tool used by the landlords
to exploit the peasants was the measuring system employed at the time, or
rather the way in which these measures were used. The measurement of
the land allowed the workers’ obligations to be increased and the measure-
ment of the cereals allowed their services in kind to be increased #

The development of the folwark and of servitudes obviously had a
very considerable influence on the economic and social structure of the
rural population. The percentage of self-sufficient farms, known as bmiece

B See Wyczansxi A., Prdba andlizy matematyeznei ekonomiki gospadarstwa chlop-
skiego w Polsce XVI-XVIII w. (Attempted mathematical analysis of the economy of
peasant farms in Poland in the 16th-18th centuries) in « Studia z dziejdw gospodarstwa
wiejskiego », vol. 8, 1966, pp. 341-347; Cackowsxkl S., op. cit, vol. 1, pp. 154-157;
Wawrzynczykowa A., Gospodarsiwo chlopskie w dobrach krélewskich na Mazows
w XVI i na pocz. XVII w. (The peasant farm in the royal estates in Mazovia in the 16th
and early 17th century), Warsaw, 1962, pp. 185-192; Zyrxowicz L., Stadiz nad wydaj-
roscia gospodarstiwa wiejskiego (Studies on the productivity of farms), pp. 76-84.

3 Leskiewiczowa J., Proba amalizy gospodarki dobr magnackichk. w Polsce (At-
tempted analysis of the economy of the magnates’ estates in Poland), Warsaw, 1964,
appendix p. 4; CZARTORYSKI J., Mysli moje o zasadach gospodarskich (My ideas on eco-
nomic principles), in « PH», vol. 46, 1955, issue 3, p. 447; Rycurikowa L., Studiz nad
towarowa produkcja (Studies on production for the market), pp. 217-234, 241.249.

40 Kura W., Miary i Iudzie (Measures and men), Watsaw, 1970, pp. 225-259; sce
Srenvtowska S., Uwagi o lanack w ustroju folwarczno-panszczyznianym wsi polskiej (Ob-
servations concerning the old land measures in the Polish countryside in the 16-18th
centuries}, in « KHKM », a. 3, 19535, n. 2, pp. 301-331; Farnrowska-Granowska A.,
Miary zbozowe w wojewdidztwie. krakomskim w XVIII w. (Grain measures in the palari-
nate of Cracow in the 18th century), in « KHKM », a. 13, 1965, n. 4, pp. 663-6883;
Rycuvikowa 1., Staropolskie miary ziemi (The old Polish land measures), in « KHKM »,
a. 18, 1970, n.1, pp. 83-103.

41 On the economic, vacational and social structure of the rural population see
Rurkowskr [., Statystyka zawodowa ludnosci wiejskiej w Polsce w II pol. XVI w.
(Vocational statistics concerning the rural population in Poland in the second half of the
Lléth century), in « Rozprawy Akademii Umiejetndsci, Wydzial Historyczno-Filozoficzny »,
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and in Pomerania as gburske, decreased. This was due, to a certain extent,
to the economic policy pursued by the landlord’s farm, The ideal size for a
landlord’s farm was half a a7 (an old land measure equal to approximately
16,8 hectares} as a farm of this size could maintain the necessary manpower
without too many demands on the time of the peasant and his family.
However the size of the farm did not depend on the landlord and the
excessive increase in taxes led to an increase in the number of farms con-
sisting of a quarter of a #an, which prevailed in some parts of the country,
This shrinkage in the acreage of the self-sufficient farms grew still more
marked after the ravages caused by the wars in the middle of the 17th century,
although the amount of land available for cultivation increased as a result of
the loss of population.*? At the same time the percentage of the other classes

vol, 61, 1918, pp. 277-360 and appendixes, Cracow, 1918, and also Studia nad polozeniem
wloscian w Polsce w XVIII w. (Studies on the situation of peasants in Poland in the
i8th century), in «Studia z dziejéw wsi polskief, XVI-XVIIT w.», Warsaw, 1936,
pp. 145-240; JakosczyR W., Uwarstwienie ludnosci wicjskiej w krélewszezyznach zachod-
nich wojewddztw korony w I pol. XVI w. (Stratification of the rural population in the
royal lands of the western palatinate of the Kingdom in the second balf of the 16th cent-
ury), in «BRDSIG», vol. 3, 1936, pp. 43-68; Kozrowskr E., Uwarstwienie ludnosci wiejskie
w Wielkpolsce w II pol. XVI w. (Stratification of the rural population of Great Poland
in the second half of the 16th century), in « Prace Komisjii Historycznej Poznanskiego
Towarzystwa Przyjacidl Nauk », vol. 5, 1928, pp. 157-252; Moscickr A., Uwarstwienie
Iudnasci wiejskiej w dobrach kapituly pornanskiej w I pol. XVI w. (Stratification of the
rural population in the properties of the chapter of Poznan in the first half of the 16th
century), in « RDSiG », vol. 2, 1932, pp. 113-121; Ruswnsxx W., Uwarstwienie Iudnosei
wiejskiej w krolewszczyznach Prus Krolewskich w II pol. XVII w. (Stratification of the
tural population in the royal lands of Royal Prussia in the second half of the 17th cent-
ury), in « RDSIG », vol. 6, 1937, pp. 87-114; IncroT S., Stosunki spoleczno-gospodarcze
w dobrach biskapstwa wloclawskiego w I pol. XVI w. (Socio-economic relations on the
lands of the bishopric of Wloclawek in the first half of the 16th century), Lwow, 1927;
Trzyna E., Polozenie ludnosci wiejskiei w krdlewszezyznach wojewddsima krakowskiego
w XVII w. (Situation of the rural population in the royal lands of the palatinate of
Cracow in the 17th century), Wroclaw, 1963.

In the years 19531957 a discussion arose concerning the stratification of the rural
population in the late feudal system; see SreEntowsxkr 8., Problemr rozwarsiwienia chlop-
stwa w ustroju folwarcano-panszczyzrianym w Polsce (Problem of the stratification of
peasants in the late feudal system in Poland), in « PH », vol. 46, 1935, issue 4, pp: 584
607; Rusivskr W., Uwagi o roztwarstwieniu wsi w Polsce XVIII w. (Considerations on
the stratification of the peasants in Poland in the 18th century), in « KH », a. 60, 1953,
n. 2, pp. 161-182; controversial theses, ibid., a. 61, 1954, n. 1, pp. 205-231; see also.
Mavurowicz H.- Popraza A., Ekonomicine prreslanki i elementy kapitalistycinego roz-
warstwienia wsi malopolskiej w Il pol. XVIII w. (Economic premises and elements of
capitalist stratification of the peasants in Little Poland in the second half of the 18th cent-
uty), in «Studia z dziejéw wsi malopolskie} w II pol. XVIII w.», Warsaw, 1937,
pp. 223-260.

42 The structure of the ownership of land by the peasants is dealt with in the
researches previously quoted by $. Cackowski, A. Maczak, E. Trzyna, A, Wawrzync-
zykowa and others.
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of rural population increased, the so-called zagrodniki, peasants holding in
usufruct only a small plot of land around a house and subject to servitudes,
the chatupniki, peasants having only a houses, mostly of wood (chalupa), with
a small kitchen garden and subject to servitudes, and the komoruiki, labourers
who lived in a reated cotiage. Hete ate some examples:

PERCENTAGE OF INDEPENDENT PEASANTS (KMIEC]JE)
IN 176 ROYAIL VILLAGES IN THE PALATINATE OF CRACOW

: 15t half of
Part of the palatinate Year 1564 17th century Year 1660

North . 68.6 558 409
Centre 67.5 503 330
South 74.7 659 56.6 4

" In the southern part of the palatinate; a mountainous tegion, conditions
were unfavourable for the development of landlords’ farms and the decrease
in the numbet of independent peasants was consequently slower. Another
example comes from the opposite side of the country, 7 ¢. from the lands
‘on the border of the Prussian Principality (lands of Chelm and Lubava):

PROPERTIES OF THE BISHOPS OF CHELM

. Year 1614 Year 1646 Year 1676
% of independent peasants 79.6 58.3 50.4

PROPERTIES OF THE CHAPTER OF CHELM

Year 1605 Year 1651 Year 1666
% of independent peasants 85.7 70.4 69.34

“ All these events, which were unpropitious for peasant farms, did not suc-
ceed in completely excluding them from trade. As has already been said, big
peasant farms producing for the market predominated in the highly urbanized
regions, such as Royal Prussia. However all the peasant farms, irrespective
of their size, were obliged to convert part of their production into meney,
even if their own consumption suffered as a consequence, to obtain the funds
they needed to pay their rents and government faxes and buy such as articles
as they were not able to produce themselves (salt, herrings, iron parts for
taols, some clothing and shoes). The high profits the landlords obtained from
the propinatio show that the peasants had money with which to buy spirits.*’

13 Tryna E., Polozenie [udndsci wiejskief w krdlewszezyznach wojewddztiwa krakow
skiego (Situation of the rural population in the royal lands of the palatinate of Cracow),
pp. 8687,

+# Cackowskr 5., op. cit, vol. I, pp. 106-107.

43 Not only the Iandowners, but also the towns, especially the small one, made
money out of the production and sale of spirits.
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Certainly the peasants did not sell cereals only. As has already been said,
only the big farms, only those with several wholi or #ans of land could count
on a steady surplus grain production. The products sold by the peasants were
those derived from animal husbandry, such as cheese, pouliry and some head
of cattle, and next vegetables, firewood and products picked in the woods
(mushrooms and berries). It was thus possible to supply a number of big
and small towns even if they were but scarcely populated.® But this was
not the only channel through which grain grown by the peasants reached the
market. Large quantities poured into the granaries on the landlord’s farms
as rent in kind or milling dues. The ecclesiastic institutions collected grain
in the form of tithes. In short the marketable bulk of peasant’s grain, sold
directly by the peasants themselves or by the landlord, far exceeded the
guantity supplied by the landlords’ farms. This is a point of considerable
importance in estimating the economic role of the landlord’s farm (folwark).
The conclusion reached is that the landlords” farms did not, proportionally,
make a very large contribution to the increase in the quantity of grain
traded ¥ The most important point is that the development of the landlords’
farms ensured the big landowners of a very large slice of the incomes of the
peasant farms.

~ Polish historiography is fairly unanimous in recognizing the first signs
of the economic crisis or regression in the last decades of the 16th century,
This crisis was to last until the middle of 18th century. Of course the peasant
farms were affected too.® Although it has been rightly pointed out that this
complicated problem still calls for detailed analytic research, synthetic deduc-

46 Rusinsxt W., O rynku wewnetranym w Polsce 1T pol. XVIII w. (Poland's
domestic market in the second half of the 18th century), in < RDSIG », vol. 16, 1934,
tables 1A and 1B calculate the Crown’s town-dwelling population to have been 17.9%
of the total in 1775. A large part of this population was moreover engaged in agriculture.
The network of big and small towns in Lithuania and in White Russia is traced by
5. ALexanprowicz in Geneza i roxwdj sieci miasteczek Bidlorusi i Litwy od XV do pol.
XVII w. {Genesis and growth of the network of small towns in White Russia and
Lithuwania from the 15th to the middle of the 17th century, with map), in « Acta Baltico-
Slavica », vol. 47, 1970, pp. 47-108,

47 This is the conclusion drawn from the attempted calculation of the grain sales
of the big estates of the bishopric of Plock in Mazovia in the middie of the 17th century.
Zyrxkowicz L., Studia nad wydajnoscia gospodarstwa wiejskiego {Studies on the product-
ivity of the rural economy), pp. 123-126.

4 Srentowskr S., Ozwaki regress 1w ustroju folwareino-panszezyinianym w Polsce
u schylen XVI w. (Signs of regression in Poland towards the end of 16th century), in
«KH», a. 61, 1954, n. 2, pp. 165-196; TopoLskr J., O fxw. kryzysie gospodarcrym
XVII w. w Earapie (On the so<called economic crisis of the 17th century in Europe),
in « KH», a 59, 1962, n. 2, pp. 364-379, also La régression dconomigue en Pologne
du XVI au XVIII sidcle, in « APH », vol. 7, 1962, pp. 2849, Wyczansxz A, W sprawie
kryzys XVII st (On the question of the 17th century crisis), in « KH », a. 39, 1962, n. 3,
pp. 656-672; Maczak A., O kryzysie i kryzysack XVII w. (On the 17th century crisis
and crises), in « KH», a. 70, 1963, n, 1, pp. 53-68.
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tions are nevertheless possible.”” In the second half of the 17th century the
whole country suffered enormous damages from the wars. We are better
acquainted with the extent of these damages® than with their economic
consequences ! and with the process of economic reconstruction.”? The latter
is generally stated to have been a lengthy process. At the beginning of the
18th century there were new defeats and further devastations (the Great
Northern War of 1700-1709) to which were added natural calamities such
as the epidemic of 1708-1709 so that it was only towards 1740 that some
signs of recovery became recognizable.”

Here we can only note that the period running from the middle of the
17th century is perhaps the period of agrarian history in Poland about which
least is known. The scarcity of sources is a serious obstacle to research.
Sources are in fact far less plentiful than those available for the preceding
and above all for the following period. This is due to the country’s general
economic and cultural decay in the period in question, For this reason the
most important problem in the history of Poland in these years — the deve-
lopment and character of economic reconstruction after the devastation caused
by the war — is still almost completely unexplored.™

4% The need for further research is pointed out by Hoszowskr 3., Kleski elemen-
tarne w Polsce w | 1587-1648 (Natural calamities in Poland in the years 1587-1648), in
« Prace z dziejéw Polski feudalnej ofiarowane R. Grodeckiemu », Warsaw, 1960, p. 453;
Wyczanskl A., Polska Rzecza pospolita szlachecka (The Poland of the Nobles’ Republic),
Warsaw, 1963, p. 199.

50 See a series of articles in « Polska w okresie drugiej wojny polnocnej 1633-1660 »,
vol. 2, Warsaw, 1957 and TopoLskr 1., Wplvw wojen pol. XVII w. na sytuacje ekono-
miczna Podlasia (Influence on the economic situation of Podlasie of the wars in the
middle of the 17th century), in « Studiz Historica w 35-lecie pracy navkowej H. Low-
mianskiego », Warsaw, 1958, pp. 309-349. The results of these researches are probably
over-pessimistic and should be corrected, the need being felt for ampler sources.

51 See Toporski J., Uwagi o badaniach nad wplywem zniszezen wojennych w pol.
XVII w. na sytuacie ekonomiczna kraju (Considerations on research concerning the
influence of war destruction on the country’s economic situation in the middle of the
18th century), in « Studia i materialy do dziejéw Wielkopolski i Pormorza », vol. 1, 1960,
issue 1, pp. 468-478.

52 One of the few researches on this subject is by Trzyna E., Kwestia zniszezen
wojennych § wojskowych oraz zabamowasnie rozwejn gospodarczego krdlewszezyin woje-
widztwa krakowskiego w IT pol. XVII w. (The question of war and military destruction
and the cutbing of economic development in the royal lands in the second half of the
17th century), in « Malopolskie Studia Hystoryczne », a. 8, 1963, issue 1-2, pp. 7194,

33 ToroLsk1 J., Gospodarstwo wiejskie w dobrach arcybiskupstwa grienienskiego
(Rural economy on the property of the archibishopric of Gniezno), p. 148 f.; GIierowskr J.,
in « Historia Polski », vol. I, part 2, Warsaw, 1957, p. 746 ff.; Rozvcka-Grassows M.,
op. cit., pp. 122-130.

54 The question of the reconstruction of the countryside after the ravages of war,
raised by Rutkowski, still requires further research. Rurkowskr J., Przebudowa wsi w
Polsce po wojnach z pol. XVII w. (Reconstruction of the countryside in Poland after
the wars in the middle of the 17th century), in «Studiz z dziejdw wsi polskiej»,
pp. 81-107.
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Finally the history of the changes in the agrarian structure in the period
of late feudalism may be said to have aroused considerable interest among
Polish histotians. This is ptobably due to the fact that the big estates (fol-
wark) and serfdom (pasiszszyzna} left a strong imprint on the whole historical
process, influencing the destinies of the people and of the state. What is
particularly striking, however, is the fact that such prominence is given by
research studies to the economic aspects: the feudal income, social organiza-
tion, the size of production and the trading of agricultural produce. There
ate still some zones of shadow in the social history of the rural population,
but noteworthy progress has been made also in this field.”’

3 A collection of research in this field is to be found in Historia chlopdw pol-
skich, edited by 5. Inglot, vol. I, Warsaw, 1970.
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