Mediterranean Porits and Trade
in the XVth and XVIth Centuries

1.

Over the centuries, the Mediterrancan has always been a centre of civilisa-
tion, a channel through which navigation techniques, know-how about ship-
ping routes, types and forms of business, products and production techniques,
migrations and economic development ventures, institutions, consumer be-
haviour and patterns, knowledge, outlooks and ideals have all been handed
down. It has been a functional, dynamic system which has affected the history
of the peoples involved and has propagated modernisation processes and
mechanisms without totally erasing the characteristics of individual cultures.

The changes facing each of these peoples, driven by that “dynamism pecu-
liar to the sea”, have engendered, within the general system, a variety of mod-
cls and attitudes which have confirmed the unity of Mediterranean society be-
tween the filth and the fifteenth centuries, although there have been clear-cut
breaks and differences from one century to another. Perieds of transition,
when maritime activity spread more slowly, were followed by others when
maritime activity was more intense, But even in the periods when it appeared
less pervasive, maritime activity performed its role of connecting different
worlds and different citics, enabling the achievements of civilisation not only
to spread but also to grow. This activity was at its height between the twelfth
and the fifteenth centuries, because this was the period when the peoples
wha lived in the Mediterranean area' began to move towards common
lifestyles and commeon ways of thinking.

2.

Two maritime centres reigned supreme in the period between 1485 and
1535: Genoa and Venice. Genoa had been forced to live by the sea and on the
sea because of the geography of its territory. The Genoese had become
sailors because of the “arid nature and the hardness of the rocks” of their
land; their history inevitably tied (o the sca. However, as Gabriella Airaldi has
recalled, * maritime powers and maritime civilisation do not just appear out of
the blue; they grow and develop”. Although the Genoese built their fortunes
at sea, these great sailors of the future did not come from a single social class.

! 1. E. Ruiz Domenec, “Fl sueiio de Ulises. La actividad marittima en la coltura mediterranea comao
fenomeno de estructura®, in Le genti del Mare Mediterraneo, Prefuce by L. De Rosa, (Naples:
Pironti, 19813, val. [, pp. 49-52.
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Tt was the opportunities the sea offered - opportunities which were not 1o be
found on land ~ which drove men from different cccupations to join a ship
where they learmed a sailor’s trade and acquired international-level technical
skills.? A sailor could, however, still be a merchant or 4 banker.?

As regards, Venice, her very existence stemmed from the sea. For the
Venetians, shipping had not been just a last resort, and then a sailing enter-
prise, an economic unit which combined capital and labour to produce a ser-
vice, maritime transport;  shipping was also the opportunity to involve every
family in the city, for there was not a single family which did not have at least
two members directly or indirectly invelved in shipping, as Jean-Claude
Hocquet reminds us.?

3.

As well as the Genoese and the Venetians who, between the end of the fif-
teenth century and the first half of the sixteenth century, dominated
Mediterranean trade, other ships and other Western nations, to varying de-
grees, made their own contribution to the Mediterranean trading system. On
the southern coast of France, Marseilles was a great Mediterrancan port trad-
ing with Ttalian, Spanish and African ports; its relations with the East, howev-
er, had weakened progressively until the 1530s, to such an extent that it was
the Italians who supplied most of the French market with oriental products in
the early sixteenth century. However, after France signed the Capitulations
with the Ottoman Empire in 1535, Marseilles became the principal beneficiary
of the opening up of Eastern trade,

The more general customs privileges included in the Capitulations were
added to those obtained by the Mamluks, which the Ottomans confirmed af-
ter they conquered Egypt.?

For Marseilles, free access to the Ottoman ports did not mean the immediate
acquisition of the trade monopoly or quasi monopoly with the East, Venice
and Genoa continued to obtain supplies along the coasts of the Ottoman
E£mpire, where Alexandria, Beirut, Constantinople, Izmir, and Tripoli in Syria
were elficicnt points of arrival for the caravans from distant China or for ships
from the coasts of Malabar or Eastern Asia. In the 1530s, 1540s and 1550s, the
spices the Italians brought to the French market still cost between 20% and
25% less than thosc the French brought, and they were of a better quality

* 5. Araldi, “Marinal, ctnie e societd nel Mediterranco medievate. 11 caso di Genova®, in Le genti
del Mare Mediterraneo, op. cit., pp. 39 &f seq.

¥ G. Pistarino, Gente del mare nel Commonwealth genovese, pp. 226 et seq.

i1 Iocquct, “Gens de Mer 4 Venise: diversité de stauuts, conditions de vie ot de travail sur les
navires”, in [e gentt del Mare Mediterraneo, op. cit,, pp. 103 et seq.

L. De Rosa, “le capitolazioni franco-ottomane tra politica ed ccanomia nelletd di Carlo V", in
Nuova Rivista Siovica, anno L3OV, fascicolo 1, 2001, pp. 71-72.
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However, the French trading organisation slowly improved and increased its
business with the East, which reached its apex in 1543 and then declined o
its lowest point in 1551, reaching the 1536 level again in 1560.7

4.

The three most active ports on the Spanish Mediterranean coast were
Barcelona, Valencia and Malaga. Barcelona was the busicst, because of its con-
nections with Genoa and with other Western Mediterranean ports, such as
Naples and Palermo, and with some North African ports. Valencia was the sec-
ond most important port, again because of its traffic with Genoa, whereas
Malaga was significant because, with its shipyards to equip the fleet and to cast
pieces of ordnance, it was the base for the Spanish Mediterranean fleet. Malaga
was also a4 centre for copper and cereal trading.® Spanish trading in the
Mediterranean, however, had gradually declined as Atantic trading increased.
And so Malaga, together with Carthage, had gradually become the Atlantic traf-
fic's main Mediterranean logistical base. During the reign of Charles V,
Barcelona had had to use its shipyards to build galleys for the state, and [ortified
ports had been built all along Spain's Mediterrancan coast to defend the country
from the threat of pirate attack, and, at the same time, to ensure support should
the Spanish Navy be involved in battles, as it was at Tunis and at Angel.”

Francisco Sevillano Colom has reconstructed the attacks the pirates made on
Majorca every year in an attempt to occupy and plunder the island. He has il-
lustrated the defensive system that Majorca was forced to organise al sca and
on land to withstand the attacks, because, from the early sixteenth century
onwards, pirate attacks left “little room for a peaceful development of trade
and shipping”, not only in the Balearic Islands but also on Spain’s eastern
coasts.™ The sitnation grew worse with the fall of Rhodes in 1522, when the
pirates, having abandoned all restraint, flung themselves into the conquest of
the Western Mediterrancan. ‘The fight against Turkish, Algerian and Barbary
pirates, as well as against the Turkish Navy, marked a large part of the com-
mercial and economic history of the Mediterranean in the fifteenth and six-
teenth centurics, before and after Lepanto, despite Charles V's exploits at

“R. Gascon, “La France du mouvement: les commerces et les villes”, in P. Chaunu—R. Gascon (eds.),
Hisivire économiquie of soctale de i France. Eae e la ville vol. 1, (1450-1660), (Panis, 1977), p. 242,

* 1. Billoud, Histoire du commerce de Marseilles, (Paris, 1931, vol. [, (Le XVIe siecle depuis
1515, . 263.

1L Kellenbeny, fos Fugger en Espaita y Poriugal basta 1560, (Valladolid: Junta de Castilla y
Léon, 19993, p. 471

? 1. M. Delgado Barrado—4a. Guiméra Ravina (eds.), Los puerios espanoles. Historid y Futiro
fsiglos XVI-XX), (Madrid: Fundacion Portuaria, 20003, p. 18.

Y Sevillano Colom, “Navegaciones Medilerraneas (5. XI-XVI) Valor del pueno de Mallorea™ in
Navigazioni mediterranee ¢ connessioni continesitali (secoli XI-XVI), Introductions by M. Mollat-Ch.
Verlinden, (Naples: Pironti editore 1982), pp. 7071,
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Tunis, Tripoli and La Goletta, and despite the peace treaty signed with the
Turks in 1549.

5.

Pirates such as Barbarossa and Dragut Reis extorted money mercilessly from
the undefended Spanish and [talian coasts. But the West had to cope with the
Ottoman power’'s increasing expansion both in Europe and in the
Mediterranean. The reorganisation and the reinforcing of the Otoman Navy
had been stepped up during the Sultanate of Bajazet T (1481-1512) in order to
defend and lay in stores for the Empire, which by now stretched beyond
Anatolia, and to eliminate piracy which overran the eastern basin of the
Mediterrancan. But as the fleet expanded and became stronger,! its objectives
changed. The new sultan, Suleiman, very scon regarded the newly fitted-out
fleet as a wuseful ool to conquer territories in the Aegean, the Mediterranean,
the Red Sea and, if necessary, in the Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean too.
And so, with the deleat of the Mamluks, the Ottomans became the chief naval
power in the Eastern Mediterranean, while the Trench and the Spanish com-
peted for supremacy in the West, and the Portuguese aimed to control the
Indian Ocean. The Ottoman policy of maritime conquests began in 1522 with
ihe occupation of Rhodes, " and continued in the [ollowing years.

6.

It was in this context that Venice had o operate. The Venetian Republic was
just beginning to recover from the massive costs borne in the Ttalian wars
when, at the end of the fifieenth century, it was involved in a war with the
Turks, which ended with a declaration of peace in 1503. Only a few years lat-
et, Yenice found herself mixed up in another Ttalian war, where she risked los-
ing her possessions on the mainlund. Between 1509 and 1517 the war was
costly, bloody and of unceriain outcome, but thanks 10 the concurrence of var-
ious cireumstances, il was able to end with a declarution of peace. Tt was not
ontil 1523, with the Batile of Pavia and the Congress of Bologna, that Venice
saw her rights on the mainland recognised once and for all, together with her
independence, which had been seriously endangered during the Ttaliun wars ™
These events largely explain why, for more than twenty years, there was no
Venetian presence in the port of Alexandria, where from the [ifieenth century

U For the size of the Turkish fleet, sce V. Magalhacs Godinho, “Venisc: les dimensions d'une
presence face 4 un monde lellement changé, XVe-XVIe siécles”, in Beck-Manoussacas-Pertusi
(eds.), Venezia centrn di medidzione fra Orienie ¢ Qucidente (secolil XV-XVI). Aspefti ¢ problemd,
(Florence: Olschki, 1977), pp. 32 et seq.

Y P, Brummet, Otfoman Seapuwer and Levantine Diplomacy in the Age of Discovery, (Albany:
Slate Universily of New York Press, 1994, pp. 89 of seq.
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most of the trade with the Indies was centred. Venice's trade with the Egyptian
port had been completely cut; only two or three times had Venice managed to
let out on contract the galleys for Alexandria, three per voyage, whence they
had returned fully loaded. But the five years which followed the Turkish con-
quest of Egypt (1517-1522) were disastrous for Alexandria. The persecutions
and the executions to which the Turks subjected the defeated Mamluks made
it impossible to maintain regular trade relations between the Red Sea and the
Indian ports. Alexandria was no longer important as a spice port. It began to
make a recovery after the Turks changed their attitude towards the surviving
Mamluks in 1552, and decided to use them for their abilities.” And so, from
year to year, trading with India began again and increased, and Alexandria re-
turned to how it was during the best years when it operated as a huge empori-
um for Eastern products. In 1526 and 1527 the two voyages that the Venetians
made to Alexandria were “exceptionally favourable and clearly superior to the
Syrian voyages”.® Unfortunately, the second war between Venice and the
Turks (1537-39)" interrupted trading with Alexandria again. Trading was slow-
ly resumed after the war, but it was not until 1560 that it reached a substantial
level.” However, except for the period during the war, Venice had continued
to trade in spices. Almost every year Venice fitted and contracted out two or
three galleys for Beirut and the other Syrian ports. These were places where
the caravans arrived from the Persian Gulf which, as well as spices, brought
cotton, sugar, silk, and sometimes wheat and salt, in such quantities that often
the galleys could not load all the goods piled up on the wharfs. Since Venice
was involved in this trade, she refused King Emmanue! of Portugal’s proposal
that she should stock up on spices in Lisbon.* For much of the sixteenth cen-

13 On these matters of. G. Luzzato, Sturig economica di Verezia dall X7 al XVI secolo, (Venice:
Centro internazionale delle arti e del costume, 1961), pp. 244-250.

' M. Winter, “The Re-emergence of the Mamluks following the Otioman Conquest” in T. Philipp-
U. Harmann (eds.), The Mambuks tn Egyptian Politics and Society, {Cambridge University Press,
1998), pp. 89 et seq

B G. Luzzalto, op. cit, p. 255,

D, Goffmann, The Ottoman Empire and Early Modern Europe, (Cambridge University Press,
2002), p. 145

" G. Luzzatto, op. ¢it., p. 235.

Y yenice had refused hecause, on the one hand, she had taken into account that Lisbon could be
reached more casily from the Atlantic ports and the North $ea ports than from Venice, and, on the
other hand, because she feared losing her position of holding almost a monopoly in Alexandria at that
time. Another reason for Venice's refusal was that Poruguese compelition was almost negligible in
the markets in which Venice was interested ie. the CentralEuropean markets. Furthermere, trunsport
costs from Lishon to Antwerp and then from Antwerp to Centrat Europe would have had o be added
to the cost of spices in Lisbon. Conscquently the difference in price between imports from the East
and imports from Lishon, and hence the difference in - profits, would have been wrifling. Lastly, Venice
had refused because the German merchants who came to Venice bought silk and cotton there: and,
when the oppottunity arose, were keen to buy pepper and other spices, leaving in exchange silver
and copper fram their mines, as well as the fustian they produced (of. G. Luzzatto, op. cit,, p. 242).
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tury, it did not seem that the Portuguese sea-way to the Indies had affected
Venctian intermediation  in the matter of spices. Such intermediation greatly
increased later, when Portugal was united with Spain, and became involved in
the wars with the Dutch and the English.

During all those years Venice was very careful to keep a permanent diple-
matic delegation in Constantinople at the Sultan’s court. Between 1507 and
1598 Venice was represented by 33 baili, and between 1502 and 1595
Venice sent temporary ambassadors to Constantinople 27 times.” And the
bailo was not merely a diplomat; he was also the head of the colony’s inter-
nal administration; he acted as the supreme judge in all the lawsuits and
criminal trials that involved venetians. But above all he was responsible for
defending Venetian trade, ensuring that the ports functioned well and the
warehouses were well maintained, and was responsible for the loading of
the ships and the type of goods transported. He also had to ensure consili-
um et favorem for all Venetians and had to protect them from fraud and
damages.®

The establishment of the Ottoman power had consequences for a great
trading nation like Venice. Something had changed in its trading with the
East. With the peace treaty of 1303 and the pledge to pay the sultan 10,000
ducats annually, she had indeed regained various localities on the Dalmatian
and Albanian coast, but she had had to relinquish Scutari and Negropont for
ever, as well as the two important naval bases, Corone and Modone.
Furthermore, before Constantinople and Caffa fell, Venice had a very presti-
gious trading position in the Black Sea. Venice's Romanijan galleys sailed
through the Bosphorus every vear and then split up in the Black Sea. Some
went to the ports on the northern shores of Asia Minor, from Bursa to
Trebizond, where they loaded cargoes of Eastern products straight from the
caravans which arrived there afier having followed the Silk Route; others
went to the ports of Tana and sometimes Caffa on the Crimean coasts” 1o
stock up with wheat, since Caffa was one of the most important ports for ce-
reals.” However, after 1484, when in about thirty years ihe Black Sea
changed from being a mainly Ttalian lake into a Turkish luke, this trading
practically stopped. Local merchants, by now subjects of the Sultan, and un-
der his protection, gradually partially replaced the Genoese and the
Venctians.

" C. villani-Gandossi, Contrtbution d {étude des relations diplomatiques ¢l commerciales enfre
Venise of la Porte oftonane au XVIe sidcle in idem, La Méditerrande aux Xlle-X vie siécles. Relations
maritimes, dipfomatigues of commerciales, (London: Variorum Reprints, 1983}, IV, . 24.

N felem, Les cltributions du baile de Costantinople dans ke fonctionnement dos dchelles du Levant
are XVie sidcle, Ibid., V1L pp. 238 of seq.

A G, Luzzatto, Storia economica di Venezia dall” XI al XVI secolo, op. cit, pp. 176-177.

21, Neers, Genova nel Ouattrocento, Milan: Jaca Book, 1983), p. 211
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7.

Like Venice, Genoa in the short to middle term felt the effects of the fall of
Constantinople and the way the new powerful Ottoman Fmpire had ab-
sorbed “the small Slav, Greek and Turkoman principalities in the Black Sea,
the Aegean and the Eastern Mediterranean™.® The Genoese colonies in the
Black Sca which had survived the 1453 crisis fell one by one after the
demise of the Great Comneni of Trebizond’s Greek Empire,® and after
Calfa, destroved by a long cconomic crisis, fell under Turkish rule in 1475,
Al the beginning of the sixteenth century, only three islands testified to
Ttalian presence in the Eastern Mediterranean: Rhodes belonging 1o the
Knights, which the Ottomans occupied — it is said ~ in 1522; Chio, in the
Aegean Sea, which belonged to Genoa and came under the Sultan’s rule in
1566; and Cyprus, which came under Venetian rule in 1498 and was occu-
pied by the Turks in 1571.%

The loss of the Tastern colonies affected the Genoese economy, but its trad-
ing and financial business was saved because Genoa had been ready to in-
crease its interests and its trade in the West, especially in Spain and Portugal,
where some Genoese had lived and worked for gencrations, with trading
houses, family businesses and individual operators, and where they used the
ports not only for their local trading and (inancial activities but also to sail o
and trade with Flanders and England. The Genoese “nation” was s¢ numer-
ous in Spain that already in 1473 Genoa herself had petitioned Pope Sixtus TV
to appoint a Genoese bishop uat Seville to protect Genoa’s interests. Seville
seethed with Ilralian merchants — from Genoa, Florence, Lucca, Lombardy and
Piacenza — who lived in different areas of the town according to the goods
with which they dealt* There were [talian merchants in Cordoba, Cadiz,
Malaga, Granada and Lisbon too.# [n 1503 1he Venetian ambassador to France
wrote that “one third of Genoa™ was in $pain and that there were 300

= (5. Pistaging, T signor del mare, (Genoua: Givico Istinne Colombiane, 1992), p. 329.

¥ R, L Carghelli, *Trebisonda, limpero dimenticato®, in 7 Veltro, March-August 1979, pp. 37-60;
5. P Karpov, Eimpern di Trebisonds, Venezia, Genoea e Roma 1214-T401. (Rome, 1980), pp. 71
et sef, 141 ot seq.

G, Pistarino, op. eit, pp. 389-390,

* G. Bistarino, op. cit., p. 403

# Among the many Italian familics who had setled in Spain were the Spinosas, the Centuriones,
the Vivaldis, the Lomellinis, the Adornos, the De Maris, the 12i Negros, the Ttalianos, the Pinellis,
the Boccanegras, the Grimaldis, the Cattanecos, the De Leones, the Dorias, the Gabrieles, the
Gentiles, the Giudices, the Lercaros, the Marchiones, the Pallavicinos and the Piccamiglios,

* On the Talian presence in Portugal between the late fifteenth century and the lirst ball of the
sixleenth century of, ©. M. Radulet, “La comunitd italiang in Portegallo ¢ il commercio oricntale
nella prima metd del Cinguecento”, in G. Motta (ed.), Mercanti ¢ vidugiatori per le vie del
mondo, (Milan: F. Angeli, 2001), p. 30 ¢f seq.
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“Genoese houses” in Spain which owned “various and great riches”.” But the
Geneese presence was just as important in the Kingdom of Naples and in
Sicily where, in the early sixteenth century, they bought many feudal titles,
taking prestigious aristocratic names. These purchases, however, were not
made for reasons of prestige. They were investments of capital earned in
Spain and in Traly, from which they expected considerable profit, and were
also a means of joining of the country's ruling class and of recovering the cap-
ital the sovereigns owed them.”

$pain and Portugal were not the only countries in the Western
Mediterranean where the Genoese lived and worked; they were to be found
in north-western Africa, in particular in Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia,” in
lands where, although not in such great numbers as in the Iberian Peninsula,
they were operating even before the East fell under Turkish rule * Trade with
these African countries was not all in cash: it was partially barter, and Elihu
Ashtor claims that barter became increasingly important between the fifteenth
and sixteenth centuries,®

However, while increasing her investments in Spain and Portugal, and using
some of them to finance Atlantic ventures in the Canary Islands* and in the
Americas, Genoa continued to trade in the Eastern Mediterranean. Genocese
merchants traded on Chio until 1566, and were still operating in Caffa in the
early sixteenth century. There are records of Genoese trade between Chio
and Tyre during the years between 1520-21 and 1534; Genoese trade was be-
ing carried out in 1525 at Corfu; and Genoese merchants were captured by
the Turks in the Aegean archipelago in 1527, A series of documents, discov-
ered by G. G. Musso, record Genoese trade at Candia, Tripoli in Syria and at
Beirut. The Genoese traded at Pera in 1531.%

*¥ R, Lopez, “11 predominio economico dei Genovesi nella monarchia spagnola”, in Glornale
storico e letterario defia Liguria, vol. XI1, n. 2, 1936, pp. 3-18, and now in Su ¢ gix per la storig di
Genova, (Genoa, 1975), pp. 253-276.

* G. Pistarino, op. cif., pp. 412-413.

R Lopez, “I Genovesi in Alrica occidentale nel Medioeve”, in Studi suil economia genovese nel
Medioeon, (Turin, 1936), pp. 1-62; and the sources quoted in Pistarino, op. cit., pp. 413414

* G. Pistazino, ap. cit,, pp. 416 ef seq.

# E, Ashtor, “Pugamento in contanti e baratio nel commercio italiano d'Oltremare (secoli XIV-
XV, in E. Ashtor, East-West Trade in the Medieval Mediterranean, ed. by B. Z. Kedar, (London:
Variorum Reprints, 1986), 111, pp. 391-393.

" The Genoese colony on Grand Canary developed gradually during the first half of the sixteenth
century. They cxported Canary products and imported manufactured goods and indispensable
goods, and they were involved in the production and refining of sugar which they then exported
to Europe, Cf M. Lobe Cabrera, Los mercdaderes italianas v el comercio azucarero canario en ia
primera mitad del siplo XV in Aspetti della vita economica medievale. Atti del Convegno di
Studi nel X Anniversario della morte di Federigo Melis, Tlorence-Pisa-Prato, 10-14 March 1984,
(Florence, 1985), pp. 270 ¢f seyg.

(5. Pistaring, *1 Genovesi nel Levante fra il tramonto di Costantinopoli e I'Impero ottomano” in
Aspetti defla vita economica medievale. Aui del Convegno di Studi nel X Anniversario della
morte di Federigo Melis, op. <it, pp. 122-123.
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8.

Genoa was present on a large scale in the Iberian cconomy,® but Venice
was indirectly present in the German economy. Venice had strong relations
with the Germans, especially with the Nuremberg merchants. [n the German
Fondaco werc 1o be found all the big names of the Nuremberg aristocracy, as
well as the big names of Southern Germany, from Augsburg, Ravensburg,
Memmingen, Konstanz and St. Gallen, to list only the most important towns.

German trade in Venice was strictly controlled by the Venetians. The
Fondaco acted both as a control authority and as a tax assessment authority
for the Germans who were allowed to trade only with countries north of the
Alps, whereas “trade beyond the Adriatic remained in the hands of the
Venetiang”, '

Ironmongery from Styria and Nuremberg poured into the Fondaco, together
with brass articles, probably from Aachen and Belgium, vitriol, quick-silver
and cinnabar from Germany, and linen cloth from Konstanz. The fondaco
was where products from the East brought by the Venetians met with prod-
ucts from the Austro-German arca. Thus, by means of the Fondaco, the prod-
ucts the Venetians imported spread to the towns and rural parts of Germany
and Austria, and the German products, through the Adriatic, reached the
ports of the Dalmatian coast, and thenee the Greek ports and the Black Sca
ports, as well as the Syrian and North African ports.

From the time of Frederick TIT (1440-1493) onwards, however, until the ate
fifteenth century, the [Tapsburgs tried to redirect German trade from Venice to
Trieste, by intensifying relations with their hinterland, This move became
more obvious during Charles V's reign. Between the late fifteenth and the ear-
ly sixteenth century, there was a colony of merchants from southern Germany
who lived in Trieste. In 1520 the Hapsburgs authorised these merchants to
load and unload cargo on the quayside, which the Venetians had refused to
allow them to do. Thus, the Adriatic and the routes that led off from it were
thrown open to them. In 1518 they had obtained permission from Joanna of
Castile and her son Charles to trade with the Kingdom of Naples, paying the
same taxes as the Venetians, the Milanese and the Florentines. Tn 1520, these
privileges were reconfirmed by the Viceroy ol Naples, Raimondo de Cardona.,
And so the German merchants could come to Southern lwalian ports (o stock
up on saffron, gall-nuts, oil and other Mediterranean products.

The Kingdom of Naples was flourishing economically at that time. After the
nation recovered from the damage caused by Charles VIIl's arrival in Naples,
and most of the fleet had been repaired after it was destroyed in 1494 to pre-
vent it falling into the hands of the French, the Kingdom of Naples' enttry into

#CL L verlinden, The Beginnings of Modern Colonizarion. Hleven Vssays with an Introduction,
translated by Y. Freccero, (Tthaca-New York: Cornell University Press 1970), pp. 113 ¢f seg.
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the Spanish sphere ol influence, firstly under Ferdinand the Catholic and then
under Charles V, had given a huge boost to exports, especially of corn, cil,
wine and silk, which were the mainstays of its prosperous economy. The low
taxation which the Kingdom of Naples enjoyed until the 1530s did the rest.”
And Naples resumed the role it had enjoyed as a great international trading
centre in the Mediterrancan in the second half of the fifteenth century,* a role
through it had performed with continuous trading with the Muslim world. As
a result of the free-trade policy begun by King Ferrant of Aragon, the port wis
largely [requented by foreign merchants, as well as by Germans, Venetians,
Florentines, Genoesc and by merchants from Dubrovnik. Woollen cloth was
one of the most important trading products. Naples was the city where cloth
from all over the known world could be found. Ashtor has found documenta-
tion which shows that both low-cost and high-quality cloth from Florence,
England, Flanders, Majorca, Perpignan, Languedaoc and Valencia were to be
found in Naples.” Much of this cloth was sold at the Salerne Fair which was
held twice a vear. Catalan, Genoese, Venetian and French ships, sailing to and
from the East, all put in to Naples to load or unload goods.

Other Germans, including the Fugger,™ traded with Seville and Lisbon, deal-
ing in jewels and leather, but ahove all aiming to control the local mineral re-
sources, including mercury, over which the Fugger had a trading monopoly.”

9.

The fact that Venice had become weak during the vears she was at war with
the Turks had encouraged the arrival of ships [rom Dubrovnik in the port of
Alexandria. There was already a considerable number of them in 1484, but
they continued to increase in the years that followed, At the beginning of the
sixteenth century, the Dubrovnik fleet consisted of about one hundred ships,
amounting to a total tonnage of 12,000 cartloads (18,000 tonnes). The pres-
ence of the Dubrovnik fleet had been reinforced with the opening of a con-
sulate in 1514.% The tlect came 1o load spices, which it then delivered to vari-
ous Mediterrancan ports, from Sicily to mainland ltaly, and from the South of

¥ L. De Rosa, If Mezzagiorno spagnolo tra crescita ¢ decadenza, (Milan: Mondadari-il
Sagpiatore, 19897, pp. 12-13,

B CE B, Ashlor, fevard Trade in the Middle Ages, (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University
Press, 1983), p. 300

# Ihid., pp. 501 et seq.

11 Kellenbenz, Los Fugger en Espanda y Portugal bastet 1560, op. cit, pp. 18 el seq.

# 1M, Kulischer, Storia coonumica delletd moderna, (Florence: Sansoni, 1953), p. 302

O G Luzeatto, op. cit, p. 183,

A Di Vinorio, Tra mare e terra. Aspettt economics e finanziari della Repubblica di Ragusa in
et modersg, (Bari; Cacuec, 20010, po 12,
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France to London. The Dubrovnik fleet would then export oil, wood, silver,
lead and textiles from these ports. The Dubrovnik spice trade, however,
stopped in the 1520s, after the Venetian ships returned to the port of
Alexandria. As the Turkish historian Tnalcik has reminded us, “Venetian su-
premacy in the East did not end until after the 1570-73 war™.* In the Ottoman
Empire, Venetian trading was considered cssential for the upper classes, for
people belonging to court or government circles, because they wanted the
fine woollen cloths, the paper, the luxury products, the silver and the gold
that the Venetians exported to the Empire.® For this reason, when there were
no political or military conflicts, the Ottomans recognised all the privileges
thut Venice had been granted in the past,® so that Venice was 1hus able 10
control the spice market in the Egyptian and Syrian ports”, and, on payment
of 23,000 ducats, Venice obtained a monopoly for alum. Aleppo, Cairo and
Damascus continued to be important trading centres for the Venetians.®
However, for about a hundred years the Ottomans had been looking for a
way to break free from their trading dependence on Venice. The building of a
road linking Florence to Ancona in the second half of the fifteenth century,
the increase in shipping between Ancona and Dubrovnik, the building of a
road linking Dubrovnik to Bursa and Tstanbul had all been devised to encour-
age trade between Florence and Dubrovnik, both rivals of Venice. But it was
not until the sixteenth century, when an increasing number of Ottoman,
Greek, Jewish, Armenian and Turkish merchants travelled along that road
with silk, spices, sugar and cereals that the road began to worry the Venetians
who tried to impede its being used by spreading the rumour that Ancona was
about to accept Ottoman protection,™

10.

Dubrovnik’s rise was also due to the unification of the Balkans — Serbia,
Macedonia, Bulgaria and Furopean Turkey — brought about by the Ottomans,
and to the customs relief they were granted. Customs relief had boosted local
production and increased continental trading and exports, especially maritime
exports where the Dubrovnik merchants played a decisive role. This gave a
[urther boost 1o the Dubrovnik merchant fleet's growth. In the mid-sixteenth
century, the Dubrovnik fleet was supplemented by a considerable number of

% 11, Inalcik, “An Outtine of Ottoman-Venetian Relations”, in Beck-Manoussa-Cas-Pertussi (eds.),
opy. cil., p. 90

T H. Inalelk, op. cit, p. 87.

* The capitulations in Venice's favour were broadened and renewed in 1446, 1454, 1479, 1482,
1503, 1513 and 1521, Those of 1340 were further extended 1o the Arab lands and to Bosnia, but
nol 1o Trebizond and Caffa, Cf HL Inalcik, of. ot p. 90,

T H. Inalcik, op. cit, p. #8.

W H. Inaleik, op. cit, pp. 85-86.
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large sailing-ships, many of which had a tonnage of between 400 and 600 cart-
loads. This growth did not stop. In the 1570s, the fleet numbered some 230
vessels with a total tonnage of 50,000 cart-loads, and with a crew of more than
6,000: this was a fleet not only for Balkan trade but also for international trade.
As far as international trading was concerned, the Dubrovnik fleet had benefit-
ed from the crisis, which had led to a reduction in the number of vessels in the
Venetian fleet; there were fewer large ships than in the preceding century, and
the repeated incentives offered to ship-builders were evidence that capital to
be invested in building big ships was becoming increasingly limited.

The Dubrovnik fleet had specialised in the sense that the small ships sailed
between ltaly’s eastern ports and Dubrovnik, and were almost the only ships
to be seen in the Adratic, apart from the Venetian ships and those of Venice's
possessions in Dalmatia, whereas the large ships sailed east to the ports of
Eastern and Western Greece, the Black Sea and Alexandria, and sailed west 1o
Sicily, the Tyrrhenian Sea, France and Spain, and even as far as England.
During their voyages, they would trade in whatever goods were available:
they carried cereals from Greece and the Tonian Islands, and wine and grapes
from Crete®. During the wars of 1463-1479, 1499-1503 and 1537-1540 be-
tween the Ottoman Empire and Venice they acted as intermediarics for trade
between Venice and the Ottoman Empire.™ But it was not only on the high
seas that Dubrovnik made a name for itsclf: merchants from Dubrovnik con-
trolled the Balkan domestic markets. Three or four hundred merchants visited
the main towns every year with the aim of monopolising their trade, in com-
petition with the Jews who had been banished from the Therfan Peninsula,
and with the Turkish Muslim merchants. Caravans driven by Dubrovnik mer-
chants would cross Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Croatia, Herzegovina,
Serbia, Bosnia, Montenegro and Albania before reaching Dubrovnik, and
would return along the same route.™

The Turkish conquest had contributed to the formation of a vast trading area
with at its centre Constantinople, which had become a city with a population of
some 300,000, busy supplying an empire that stretched from the Danube to the
Nile and from the Euphrates to the Adriatic. Both Mamluks and the Turks had
encouraged foreign merchants to live und operate in their tands because they
were convinced that, being of different nationalities, foreign merchants would
compete with onc another.™ After 1496 Ttalian merchants reappeared in the
ports of the East to renew the relations they once had, and the Turks welcomed

¥ I, Tadic, *La ¢fte occidentale des Balkans ot scs liaisons maritimes el continentales (XI-XVI
siecles)”, in Naeigazioni mediterrance e connesstoni continentali, op. cit., pp. 107-109.
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* 5. Goldenbery, “Contacts entre cerlains pays danubiens et le monde méditerranéen de la fin du
XVe siécle au début du XVIIc siecle”, in Navigaziond meditervanee elc., op. cit., p. 147,
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them, except in times of war, provided they paid a tax of 2%, later increased to
5%, of the value of the goods transported.® Relations continued. And despite
the presence of merchants from Dubrovnik, Bastern Europe continued to show
interest in Iraly; for example, “many students from Transylvania” continued “to
attend Falian universities”.” It must, however, be admitted that the change had
been profound.

11,

Italy had traded previously with three Eastern European states — Transylvania,
Walachia and Moldava ~ all of which had ended up under Turkish rule. Of the
three, ‘[ransylvania appeared to have come off hest, being subjected, like
Hungary, to a regime of servitude which was less oppressive than that of the
other two states. Since it bordered on Hungary, Transylvania could maintain all
its foreign connections. None of these states, however, had a coastline. And,
until the Black Sea became a Turkish lake, Italian ships coming from the
Mediterranean had put in at the port of Braila at the mouth of the Danube. But
with the Turkish occupation, this had stopped, and in 1520 Turkish by-laws
had officially reserved Braila for ships from the Biack Sea ports, such as
Samsun, Sinop, Kilija, Caffa, and Trebizond, as well as from Istanbul. And yet,
in its better days, there had been berween 70 and 80 ships in the port of Braila,
unloading goods which were sold there and then to merchants from Moldava,
Walachia and Transylvania, in other words to Romanians, Greeks, Turks,
Armenians and Italians.® As Turkish sovereignty became established, the goods
which were unloaded usually came from Istanbul, which was the main clearing
port for trade between the Mediterranean and the Black Sea.

To avoid Turkish intermediation, merchants had to resort to an alternative
route to the West: the Danube and its numerous tributaries came to their aid,
These river routes fed an efficient communications network that became even
better if connected to the road grid which went across individual countries. And
that is how, for example, the Romanians, who were used to stocking up on cer-
tain products directly from the Genoese, and later from the Venetians, arranged
to buy them in Italy after the Turkish occupation, even though the geods had to
be transported over long roads which were steep and/or winding in places.
Great trading rowutes crossed Moldava, Walachia, Transylvania and Flungary,
linking them on one side to Poland, and Central and Western Europe, and on
the other side to the Balkan Peninsula and, after the road forked, to Istanbul or

5. Goldenberg, op. cit., pp. 134-135.

M Goldenberg, “Notizie del commercio italiano in Transilvania nel secolo XVI°, in Archivio
Storico ftafiano, Anno CXOU (1963}, Disp. 11, p. 255.

8. Galdenberg, “Contacts entre certains pays danubiens et le monde méditerranéen de la fin du
XVe siecle au début du XVile siécle”, in Nawvigazioni mediterranee etc., up. cit, pp. 134-135.
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Italy. Along the roads there were caravanserais and warehouses where the car-
avans could rest and load and unload merchandise.®

Goods purchased in the West reached the ports of Braila or Galati, and from
there, via the small town of Tusi in Romania, travelled to Leopoli and Krakow in
Poland; from Braila goeds could go to Brasov and, from there, to Clyj in
Transylvunia, then to Budapest and finally to Vienna. From Vienna merchants
continued through Styria to Zagreb and Ljubljana. From Budapest they fol-
lowed the Danube down to Pecs, and then the river Drava and the river Sava,
passing through Zagreb, Ljubljana and Gorizia™ before reaching Venice.
Merchants from Cluj often travelled to Venice and Milan on business; and [talian
merchants called at Cluj on their way to Sibiu and Brasov in Romania “to buy or
sell goods or on other business”, oflten travelling through Walachia. ™
Goldenberg has provided several examples of these Ttalian and Romanian jour-
neys and trades, especially Florentine.” The Balkan route ran from Budapest to
Novi Sad and then to Sarajevo and Novi Pazar. From Novi Pazar, one branch
went to Scutari and another to Skopje, where it branched off, on one side 1o
Monastir (or Bitola) and Lake Ocrida before ending up at Durazzo on the
Adpriatic, and on the other side to Thessaloniki. However, [rom Dubrovnik, the
route ran to Tstanbul via Pristing, Sofia, Plovdiv and Eclirne. This route was the
most important of all for Balkan and South-Tastern European trade. The road
tollowed the ancient Thrace way which, by means of a series of roads, reached
the Danube, and continued to Buda, Vienna and Southern Germany.

12.

This trading was influenced by several factors, Some were positive, such as
the grunting of privileges by the sovereign of the country in which merchants
wenl to trade,™ political stability, a positive cconomic outlook in the local rul-
ing class, security during the journey and adequate road maintenance. But
there were negative factors too: wars, social and political conflict, revolutions,
and natural catastrophes such as, [or example, the plague which ruined many
Mediterranean countries between the sccond half of the fifteenth and the [irst
half of the sixteenth century®.
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demografica ftaliana (Secolf XIV-XIX) (lurin: Toescher, 1980), pp. 116-137.

364



Meditervanean Ports and Trade in the XVih and XVIth Centurios

Banditry raged, especially on the most important roads, and was so wide-
spread that, from the early sixteenth century, it was decreed that offenders in
the Ottoman Empire should meet with capital punishment.” Insecurity during
Mediterrancan voyages has been mentioned. Trading in the Adriatic, howev-
er, was not only  disturbed by Turkish, Algerian and Barbary pirates and pri-
vateers, but also, from the 1520s and the 1530s, by the Uskoks from Senj, a
small town which the Turks and emigration had almost completely emptied.®
Made up of people of different nationalitics and different ethnic origins, the
Uskoks operated in the Adriatic, raiding ships and plundering Ottoman mer-
chants and their goods, thereby complicating Venice’s relations with the
Turks. But there were also frequent attacks on Christian merchants.®

In conclusion, with or without Turkish intermediation, by means of rivers,
the great new roads and the network of existing roads, Mediterranean Europe
was linked to Balkan and Central and Fastern Furope, and so merchants and
goods from Western Mediterranean regions travelled to Walachia, Transylvania
and Moldava. At the same time, Armenian merchants seeking Eastern products
went as far as Asia Minor and, following the way from Istanbul to Ormugz,
linked the main Mediterranean trading routes with those of Persia, increasing
trade which involved merchants from Romania, Hungary, Saxony, Greece,
Poland, Ttaly, Turkey, Dubrovnik and Armenia,” The Jews made an important
contribution to trading. In 1516, they were concentrated in the new ghetio in
Venice. Their setilement, which vntil then had been opposed,® was legalised
permanently, and they poured their considerable capital into the Venetian eco-
nomic circuit, With their diaspora, they increased Venice's commercial activity
in Fgypt and in Asia Minor.”
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