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Sweden provides the best startmg-pomt for an mvestlgatlon
of the structure of sea-borne trade in the Baltic area in the eigh-
teenth century. At that time Sweden dominated the whole nor-
thern coast of the Baltic and until the beginning of the nine-
teenth century Finland remained not only in close political de-
pendence on Sweden, but also directed most of its trade to Swe-
dish ports, mainly Stockholm.!

The economies of the south coast Baltic states — Poland,
Russia and Prussia — were competitors because of their similar
structure of productionfexport of raw materials and unprocessed
products, yet the Swedish economy itself was complementary to
them. This was because Sweden was a major purchaser of food-
stuffs, mainly grain, but also an important supplier of industrial
products, chiefly iron. The sea-borne trade of the Baltic states
was characterised on one hand by strong and well developed

1 Svensk  handelsstatistik 1637-1737 utgiven av B, BOETHIUS OCH E.E. HECKSCHER,
Stockholm 1938, p. LVIL; c.e. Qum, Aboe sjiffarts historia, 1. Intill branden 1827, Abo
1927, p. 39, 67 f1.; }ﬁfc:ngfnrs stads historia, 2 delen, Helsingfors 1950, p. 114 ff.
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trade with Western Europe, on the other hand by frequent mar-
itime and trade contacts within the Baltic area, mainly between
the North and the South. The latter direction — for Poland
especially — acquired importance in the eighteenth century.?
This situation resulted first of all from the complementary eco-
nomic relationship between Sweden and the south coast Baltic
states.

Were these two main maritime routes linking the Baltic sta-
tes — from east to west, and from north to south — marked by
distinctive features? It is often argued that the trade with We-
stern Europe employed much bigger ships than for inter-Baltic
commerce. The first part of this statement is supported by much
evidence, but for the second part no extensive documentary evi-
dence was available, and without some idea of the average ton-
nage of the ships employed in the inter Baltic trade it is very dif-
ficult to make a comparison. with the ships engaged in the ship-
ping with Western Europe and to draw any distinctions.

Walter Vogel ? tried to reconstruct Baltic shipping in the
middie of the eighteenth century, but his study concerned only
the trafiic between Gdansk and Liibeck and was based on limited
data for only one year (1752). But the rich resources of the Pu-
blic Record Office (Riksarkivet) in Stockholm make it possible
to study this problem on 2 larger scale and on the basis of much
richer information {chiefly from the second half of the eigh-
teenth ce11tury).4 The statistical data for a tWenty-two year pe-

2 See S. Hoszowski, Handel Gdaviska w okresie XV.XVII wicky, ** Zeszyty Naukowe
Wyzszej Szkoly Ekonomicznej w Krakowic ”, Nr 11, 1960, p. 48 ff,, 62; Ip., The Polish
Baltic Trade ini the 15th-18th Centuries (in:) Poland at the XIth International Congress
of Historical Sciences in Stockholm, Warszawa 1960, p. 146, 151.

3 Beltrdge zur Statistik der dewtschen Secschiffohre i 17. wnd 18. Johrhundert (Fort~
setzung), II. Danzig, “ Hansische Geschichtsbliceer , jg. 57, 1933, p. 87 ff.

4 For more information on the holdings of this Record Office see R. Varims,
Svensk handels ach sjdfarts-statistik 1637-1813. En tillkomsthistorisk undersskning, Urval
Skriftserie utgevin av statistiska centralbyran, Nr 1, (Stockhoim 1969}, p. 69 ff; E.
CIESLAR, Polsko-szwedzki handel morski w XVIIT w. (Materialy w archiwach szwedizkich),
* Zapiski Historyezne 7, vol. 45, 1980, 2. 4, p. 119 ff.
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riod permit us to confirm that the ships employed in the traffic
between the Swedish and Polish sea-ports were generally of small
tonnage. The annual average tonnage oscillated between 18 and
25-26 lasts. The average tonnage was generally about 20 lasts
(see table 1). The data for these twenty-two years taken as a
basis for this calculation are sufficiently extensive to establish that
these averages were characteristic of shipping between Sweden
and Poland in the second haif of the eighteenth century. The

Tapie 1
MARITIME TRAFFIC BETWEEN SWEDEN AND POLAND
From Poland te Sweden From Sweden to Poland
Year number tonnage average number ‘tonnage average
of ships in lasts tonnage of ships i lasts tonnage in
in lasts Lasts
1769 294 7156 24.3 293 7240 24.7
1770 287 6551 228 253 5826 23.0
1771 206 4874 23.7 192 4741 24.7
1774 117 2354 201 79 1699 215
1775 45 945 210 92 1685 18.3
1776 129 2699 209 91 2058 2.6
1777 125 2663 213 108 2675 24.8
1778 103 1958 19.0 67 1515 22.6
1779 104 1864 17.9 54 977 18.1
1780 100 2098 210 - 79 1978 259
1781 143 2809 19.6 98 2120 2i6
1782 : 101 2252 223 86 1850 - 21.5
1783 223 4460 200 150 33 209
1784 278 6141 22,1 113 2750 24.3
1785 219 5251 24.0 107 2629 24.6
1786 292 6310 21.6 148 271 221
1787 235 6189 26.3 119 3051 25.6
1788 84 2954 35.2 61 2116 34.7
1790 75 1450 19.3 30 729 243
1™ 9 2222 24.4 79 2471 313
1792 B3 1755 211 38 1143 301

1793 112 2832 25.3 32 956 299

Calculated from: Riksarkivet Stockolm, Kommerskollegium Kanimarskontoret, Arsberittelser
utrikes handel, Serie 3: Handelsbalance for Ar 1769-1771, 1774-1782, 1767-1788, 1790-1793 Samman-
drag som visar tilstandet at svenska coopvacrdic siofarten til och fran Sverige; Lunds Universitets-
Bibliotck, Te 1z Gardieska Samlingen, Cod. VI b: 6-9; Handelsbalance for Ar 1783-1785.
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conclusions formulated on this basis can be extended to the ear-
lier period as well, since the structure of shipping could not have
changed quickly.

There were major variations on these averages in certain
years. In 1788 the average tonnage of ships sailing between the
Swedish ports and Gdassk amounted to 35 lasts, and this was
75% higher than in the other years. Likewise ships coming from
Swedish ports to Gdafisk had a tonnage of abour 30 lasts, again
509 higher than m other years. These variations were caused
by foreign (non-Swedish) ships of larger tonnage intervening in
trade between Sweden and Poland, as is shown by the data below:

o S_wedm_h’_Shlps o Foreign Ships

Cuantity Tonnage Average tonnage  Quantity Tonnage Avetage tonnage
in fasts ) in fasts

shipping from Gdaask to Sweden:

17688 66 1570 % 238 18 1383 1/_, 76.9
. shipping from Sweden to Gdansk:

1788 41 985 % 240 20 Al 301/2 56.5

1791 62 15511/4 25.0 17 91934 54.1

1792 30 628 21.0 § 514 64.3

1793 26 593, 228 6 362Y, 60.4

For sources sce note to mble 1.

Although in these years the average tonnage of ships sailing
under the Swedish flag between the Swedish ports and Gdansk
remained within the limits of the average for the whole period,
the tonnage of foreign ships engaged in this traffic exceeded the
average by two or threc times. '

This raises the question of the national flags used for the
maritime trade between Poland and Sweden. The records di-
stinguish only Swedish and foreign, that is non-Swedish, flags,
and show (sec table 2) that the Swedish flag predominated in
Swedish-Polish trade in the second half of the eighteenth cen-
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SHARES OF NATIONAL FLAGS IN MARITIME TRAFFIC BETWEEN SWEDEN AND PQOLAND

TasBLE 2

from Poland to Sweden

From Sweden to Poland

Year namber of ships tonnage of ships number of ships tonnage of ships
Swedish foreign Swedish foreign Swedish foreign Swedish foreign

numnber % number 9%, lasts o, lasts % number %  number 9 lasts %% lasts b
1769 287 97,6 7 24 7003 97.9 152% 21 283 9%.6 10 34 69483, 96.0 293 40
1770 28t 97.9 6 21 63664 97.2 184%, 28 251 99.2 2 08 566234 §7.2 163%, 2.8
1771 203 98.5 3 1.5 4812 98.7 62 1.3 186 96.9 6 31  4526% 95.5 214%, 4.5
1774 115 98.3 2 1.7 2213% 940 140 6.0 78 98.7 1 1.3 1666 98.1 33 1.9
1775 43 95,6 2 4.4 $i3 96.6 32 3.4 88 95.7 4 43 1528 90.7 157 9.3
1776 129 100 0 0,0 2699 100 0 0.0 90 98.9 1 11 2006% 97.5 51 25
1777 125 100 0 0.0 2663 100 0 00 105 97.2 3 28 25475, 95.2 127 4.8
1778 102 99 1 L0 1948Y, 29.5 9 0.5 66 98.5 1 1.5 1450, 95,7 65 4.3
1779 14 100 0 0.0 1863% 100 0 0.0 53 98.1 1 1.9 944 96.6 33 34
1780 100 100 0 G0  2097% 100 0 0.0 79 100 0 0.0 19773 100 0 0.0
1781 141 98.6 2 1.4 2720, 96.8 8834 3.2 97 99.0 1 10 2104 99.2 16 G.8
1782 96 95.0 5 50 2095% 93.1 156, 6.9 85 98.8 1 1.2 18121, 98.0 38 2.0
1783 220 98.7 3 1.3 44085/, 08.8 513 1.2 147 98.0 3 2.0 30391/, 97.0 93, 3.0
1784 261 93.% 17 6.1 5674 92.4 466%; 7.6 109 96.5 4 A5 26001, 94.6 149Y, 5.4
1785 217 99.1 2 0.9 52211, 99.4 2934 0.6 105 98.1 2 1.9 25487f, 97.0 79% 3.0
1786 281 %.2 11 3.8 5719Y% 90.6 5903 94 145 98.0 3 20 3205Y, 98.0 65Y, 20
1787 217 923 18 7.7 5234Y, 84.6 954%, 154 118 992 1 08 2992 98.1 58 1.9
1788 66 786 18 214 1570, 532 1383%, 46.8 41 67.2 20 328 9854, 46.6 1130Y, 53.4
1790 6 80 89 920 124Y, 86 1325% 914 0 00 30 160 0 0.0 729 100
1791 68 747 23 253 1523%, 68.6 698Y, 314 62 785 17 215 1551Y, 62.8 91934 37.2
1792 66 795 17 205 13074, 74.5 47y, 255 30 78.9 8 21.1 6281/3 55.0 514 45.0
1793 102 91.1 10 8.9 2570, 90.8 262 9.2 26 81.3 6 18.7 5931, 62.1 362Y, 37.9

ba
& For sources see note to table 1.
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tury, amounting to 90-100% of the ships employed in this traffic.
The data refer both to the number of ships and to their tonnage.
The main causes of the predominance of the Swedish flag were
both on the Polish side: the small size of the Gdansk fleet, its tra-
ditional engagement in the trade with Western Europe and the
relatively high average tonnage of the ships 5 used for this traffic.
On the Swedish side it was also due to the prociamation m 1724
of Produktplakatet (corresponding to the English Navigation Act)
which protected the interests of the Swedish flag in trade with
foreign countries. This forbade foreign ships to carry to Sweden
those commeodities which were not produced in their own country
or its colonies. That is why ships of the great sea trading nations
— Holland and England — could not, for example, transport
grain from the Baltic countries to Sweden except in exceptional
circumstances.®

This situation was changed by the Swedish-Russian war
from summer 1788 to t_he pedce treaty in Virili of 14th August
1790.7 This caused a significant decrease in commerce and as
a consequence a decline in maritime traffic between Sweden and
Poland. It also created numerous difficulties for Swedish ships,
thus contributing to the changing ratios of Swedish and foreign
shipping in the trade between Poland and Sweden. In the furst
year of the war alone the foreign ﬂag {non-Swedish) represented
more than half of the tonnage engaged in the trade between
Sweden and Gdafisk.  In the last year of the war it reached
over 91% of the entrance traffic to Swedish ports from Poland and

5 C. BIERNAT, Materialy do dziejow floty gdaviskiej w latach 1694-1850, * Rocznik
Gdanski ¥, vol. 14, 1955, p. 428; S. Gierszewskl, Statysiyka zeglugi Gdadska .w latach
1670-1815, “ Zrédla do dziejéw handlu i zeglugi Gdasiska ", edited by S. Hoszowski,
2, Warszawa 1963, p. 266 fl.; A. GrotR, Rozwdj flory i zeglugi gdanskiei w latach
1660-1700, Gdaask 1974, p. 129 f, rable 34.

6 S, HogrerG, Utrikeshandel och sisfart pa 1700-talet, Stapelvaror i svensk export
och impert 1738-1807, Lund 1972, p. 28.

7 I AnpersoN, Dzigje Szweefi, Warszawa 1967, p. 229 ff.; A, Kersten, Historia
Szweeji, Wroclaw-Warszawa-Krakéw-Gdansk 1973, p. 283 ff,
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Aspects of Baltic Sea-borne Trade in the Eighteenth Century

100% of the outgoing traffic. Obviously during the war many
Swedish ships sailed under foreign flag, and after the war the share
of foreign flags in the trade between Sweden and Poland in the
years 1791-1793 diminished, but it still remained on a relatively
high level especially in the traffic between the Swedish ports to
Gdafisk (37-45%) (see table 2).

Returning to the question of the average tonnage of merchant
ships sailing within the Baltic sea, these investigations may be
extended on the basis of Swedish archival documents to other
countries or Baltic regions. First of all it is worth examining
this problem in connection with maritime traffic between Sweden
and — as it is defined in the sources — “ Kénigberg and certain
other places belonging to the Kingdom of Prussia” (Konigsberg
och flera Orter horande under Preussiska Kronan), that is with the
closest neighbour of Poland and at the same time — as it will be
shown in this paper — its competitor on the Swedish market.

The average tonnage of ships sailing between the ports of
Sweden and Prussia was — as it is evident from table 3 — relatively
low, though it was a little higher than for the shipping between
Polish and Swedish ports. The average tonnage of ships sailing
trom Prussia to Swedish ports amounted to about 25-30 lasts
until the year 1785 (except the year 1784) and during the Swedish-
Russian war it was 35 lasts, but in the years 1792-1793 it totalled
again 25-30 lasts. For traffic from Sweden to Prussia these figures
are higher: the average tonnage of 22-30 lasts prevailed to 1776,
then it remained constant {except the year 1779) over 30 lasts,
reaching 40 lasts in the years 1788-1791, but in the following
two years declined. The share of foreign {non-Swedish) ships
in Swedish-Prussian trade was higher than in Swedish-Polish
trade and had a major influence on the situation. In some years
it totalled a few per cent, but as a rule it reached over ten or
even over twenty per cent. In the first year of the Swedish-Russian
war it exceeded 409, and in the final year of the war even 909%.
It also remained on a high level in other years: for shipping from
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Tarik 3

MARITIME TRAFFIC BETWEEN SWEDEN AND KINGDOM OF PRUSSIA

From Prussia te Sweden From Sweden to Prussia
Year number tonnage average number tonnage avera.gc
of ships in lasts tonnage in  of ships in lasts tonnage in
fasts lasts
1769 208 5575 26.8 184 5174 28.1
1770 162 3988 24.6 152 3578 235
177 108 2899 26.8 119 2794 235
1774 94 2323 247 113 2517 22.3
1775 126 3576 . 284 138 4010 29.1
1776 118 3389 28.7 © 115 2994 26.0
1777 170 4286 25.2 129 3923 30.4
1778 188 5216 27.7 138 4439 322
1779 154 4272 277 129 338% 26.3
1780 146 4448 30.5 136 4725 34.7
178 229 6317 - 276 165 5459 331
1782 236 6307 26.7 178 5660 318
1783 . 614 18766 30.6 472 16614 35.2
1784 724 24013 332 449 15516 34.6
1785 611 18175 29.7 350 14611 375
1786 587 18579 N7 327 13064 40.0
1787 414 13153 38 208 6347 - 305
1788 212 7565 35.7 150 5265 35.1
1790 183 6718 36.7 121 4350 36.0
1791 199 6135 308 167 6041 36.2
1792 222 6388 : 28.8 187 5847 - 313

1793 227 6052 26.7 133 3863 29.1

For sources se¢ note to table 1.

Prussian to Swedish ports between 309, and 409, in the years
1791-1793; from Swedish ports to Prussia between 409, and
45%, in the years 1784, 1791; or 30%-35% in the years 1778,
1782, 1783. In the trade between the countries mentioned above
the non-Swedish ships often had a much higher tonnage than
the average (see table 4). _

A very important participant in Swedish trade and in Baltic
shipping was Russia, or as defined then in the sources “ Russia,
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TABLE 4

SHARE AND AVERAGE TONNAGE OF FOREIGN (NON-SWEDISH) SHIPS
IN THE TRAFFIC BETWEEN SWEDEN AND KINGDOM OF PRUSSIA

From Prussia to Sweden From Sweden to Prussia
Year o, share in global  average tonnage 9 share in global average tonnage
tonnage of ship in lasts tonnage of ship in fasts
1769 5.4 334 10.1 47.5
1770 39 312 : 41 48.3
1771 23 330 14.8 31.7
1774 13.9 46.1 8.6 43.2
1775 29.1 45.2 29.7 47.6
1776 4.2 47.7 78 78.3
1777 13.7 45.2 21.2 39.6
1778 20,0 52.2 30.5 52.1
1779 7.1 43.3 9.3 45.1
1780 115 42.8 18.6 48.8
1781 5 44.0 14.4 56.1
1782 17.8 65.9 329 60.1
1783 27.6 66.4 342 69.2
1784 ' 29.3 54.1 41.5 58.0
1785 18.8 53.3 26.1 57.9
1786 15.6 54.4 29.0 56.5
1787 20.6 55.2 158.3 51.2
1788 475 66.5 448 56.1
1790 : 94.5 38.0 95.6 371
1791 379 38.8 43.7 56.2
1792 31.0 353 23.2 54.2
1793 334 336 24.2 66.8

Calculated from; see note to table 1.

Livland and Kurland ”. Vessels engaged in this trade were cha-
racterised by a higher average tonnage than ships engaged in
Sweden’s trade with Poland or Prussia. The average tonnage of
ships in the trade between Sweden and Russia on the whole totalled
from 30 to 40 lasts. There were rare cases of lower averages. Not
taking into acount the average figures for ships sailing from Russia
to Swedish ports in the years 1778 and 1779 (the average figures
were 29.1 and 29.4), there were only two years when theaverage
was lower than 30 lasts, that is in the inward traffic to Sweden in
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the year 1780 with an average 27.5 lasts, and in the outgoing
traffic to Russia in 1771 with an average 18.6 lasts. However, the
years with an average higher than 40 lasts were numerous: in the
inward traffic from Russia to Sweden in the years 1783-1786 and
in 1788, with an average 63.2 lasts. In the outgoing traffic from
Sweden to Russian ports the average was over 40 lasts in the
years 1785, 1786 and 1788, in the years 1782-1784 and 1791 it
totalled from 50-55 lasts (see table 5).

As in the case of shipping from Poland and Prussia, we should

TABLE 5
MARITIME TRAFFIC BETWEEN SWEDEN AND RUSSIA
From Russia 1o Sweden From Sweden to Russia
Year number tonnage average number tonnage average
of ships in lasts tonnage of ships in lasts tonnage in

in lasks fasts
1769 227 7445 328 256 8390 32.8
1770 21 6603 32.8 227 7284 321
1771 .23 7510 325 260 4846 18.6
1774 192 5915 30.8 213 6710 315
1775 170 5995 353 181 5613 3.0
1776 259 7925 30.6 233 8381 329
1777 286 8820 308 256 8794 34.3
1778 287 8365 - 29.1 245 8132 33.2
1779 331 9716 29.4 302 10403 3.4
1780 254 6975 27.5 182 M2 38.5
1781 51% 1600X) 30.8 543 17892 329
1782 513 16804 328 41 21578 R3.8
1783 . 592 26501 44.8 417 22647 54.3
1784 536 o 25921 48.4 425 21561 50.7
1785 381 16972 44.5 316 14355 45.4
1786 320 13119 41.0 248 10099 40.7
1787 232 8571 36.9 150 R745 38.3
1788 133 8408 63.2 84 3572 42.5
1790 105 4045 - 385 94 3558 37.8
179 ) 196 7160 36.5 180 9287 51.6
1792 _ 167 5512 33.0 137 4975 36.3

1793 162 4983 30.8 7 6314 39.8

For sources see note to table 1.
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ask if the cause of this was the increased share of foreign flag
(non-Swedish) ships of higher tonnage. It appears that foreign
ships had a tonnage higher than the average also in Swedish-
Russian trade. Only in 1771 in entry traffic from Russia to the
Swedish ports was the average tonnage of foreign ships lower
by one third (21.9 lasts) than the average for the total entry traffic
to these ports (32.5 lasts). In all the other years it was much higher.

The proportional share of foreign shipping in trade between
Sweden and Russia was higher than in trade with Poland (see
table 6, cf. table 1). In shipping from Russia to Sweden it amoun-

TapLz 6

SHARE AND AVERAGE TONNAGE OF FOREIGN {(NON SWEDISH) SHIPS
IN THE TRAFFIC BETWEEN SWEDEN AND RUSSIA

From Russia to Sweden From Sweden to Russia
Year % share in global average tonnage %, share in global average tonnage
tonnage of ship in lasts tonmage of ship in lasts
1769 6.4 36.6 14.1 45.4
1770 42 55.6 12.1 46.4
1771 1.2 219 23.1 51.0
1774 8.2 -44.1 14.1 49.7
1775 9.4 51.0 148 49.0
1776 8.0 48.6 14.7 65.0
1777 5.8 46.2 10.4 54.0
1778 6.5 60.6 10.0 47.9
1779 83 5.6 143 64.7
1780 74 57.0 9.4 41,3
1781 4.3 69.1 7.4 69.9
1782 7.5 57.5 13.6 73.5
1783 8.0 75.5 10.8 69.8
1784 13.4 75.6 225 88.1
1785 129 B4.4 14.0 83.8
1786 10.5 65.9 221 60.2
1787 1.3 60.3 24.3 53.7
1788 67.0 98.3 491 51.6
1790 93.1 38.8 3.0 385
1791 62.3 18.0 26.0 63.6
1792 53.3 42.6 344 60.6
1793 47.2 428 21y 65.6

For sources sec note to table 1.
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ted to only a few per cent before 1783, then it increased to over
a dozen per cent, and to ‘several dozen during the years of the
Swedish-Russian war (in the years 1788 67 % and 1790 93.19%).
This shows that trade relations between the belligerent countries
had not been stopped, but the ships sailed under foreign flags.
After the end of the war the proportion of foreign flag shipping
still remained at a high level (about 47-63 %). In shipping from
Swedish ports to Russia it was more evident: up to the year
1783 it amounted to a few per cent as a general rule (up to 23.9%
in 1771, down to 9.4 and 7.4% in 1780 and 1781), later over
20% (the year 1785 — 149, was exceptional), it was very high
during the Swedish-Russian war (1788 — 49.1% and 1790 —
939, then it fell to 23-349), (see table 6).

Shipping between the Baltic ports of Denmark and Sweden
was similar to shipping between Polish and the Swedish ports
as far as average tonnage was concerned: it generally amounted
to anywhere between 10 to 20 or over 20 lasts. At the same
time it was lower than the average tonnage of ships employed
in trade between Sweden and Prussia or Russia. The share of
foreign ships, mainly Danish, in this trade did not influence
the increase in the average tonnage and often lowered it (see
tables 7, 8). Evidently not only ships but also a great number of
both Swedish and Danish smaller boats sailed between Swedish

and Danish ports. The closeness of both countries made possible
such a solution.

To summarize, the maritime trade between Sweden and the
rest of the Baltic countries was carried on mainly by ships that
were small in comparison with the ships sailing to Western Eu-
ropean countries. Due to the fact that the mam trade within
the Baltic was between Sweden and the other Baltic countries,
this must have been true for maritime trade in the Baltic as a
whole. A second feature should also be noted; the high share
of Swedish shipping, except for the period of Sweden’s
participation in the war. However, shipping between Swcden
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TasLE 7

MARITIME TRAFFIC BETWEEN SWEDEN AND DENMARK

From Denmark to Sweden From Sweden to Denmark
Year numbet tonnage average number tonnage average
of ships in lasts tonnage of ships in lasts tonnage in
in lasts lusts

1769 535 9181 17.2 524 8585 16.4
1770 738 9947 13.5 652 8669 . 133
1771 858 9423 11.0 883 8901 10.1

1774 318 6604 20.8 370 7537 204
1775 409 8504 208 357 7984 224
1776 491 11516 234 377 10145 - 269
1777 425 9021 21.2 342 9505 27.8
1778 510 11607 22.8 388 9657 249
1779 383 8508 222 419 10018 23.9
1780 467 10345 222 428 10581 24.7
1781 376 8742 32 379 8382 221

1782 376 8665 230 395 10279 20.0
1787 350- 8022 229 459 10090 22.0
1788 270 7603 28.2 273 6180 226
1790 407 7667 18.8 232 5164 223
17 419 10093 24.1 340 9243 27.2
1792 380 8249 217 353 9128 25.8

1793 628 16625 16.0 544 8751 16.1

For sources see note to table 1.

and the Western Buropean countries was similar to the shipping
between other Baltic and western European countries, and higher-
tonnage ships were engaged.?

Passing to the problem of internal Baltic trade, there are some
important questions connected with the complementary rela-
tionship between the Swedish economy and the rest of the Baltic
countries and the consequent concentration of Baltic internal

¢ Riksarkivet Stockholm, Kommerskollegivn Kammarskontoret, Avrsberittelser
utrikes handel, serie 3; Lunds Universitets-Bibliotek, De la Gardieska Samlingen Cod.
VII b: 6-9; Tu. LinpBLaD, Swedish Shipping with the Netherlands in the Second Half
of the Eightheenth Century, ** The Scandinavian Economic History Review ”, vol. XXVI],
No. 2, 1979, p. 150 f, 160 ff.
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Taeik 8

SHARE AND AVERAGE TONNAGE OF FOREIGN (NON-SWEDISH) SHIPS
IN THE TRAFFIC BETWEEN SWEDEN AND DENMARK

From Denmark to Sweden From Sweden to Denmark

Year % share in global  average tonnage % share in global uverage tonnage
tonnage of ship in lasts tonnage of ship in lasts

1769 18.2 19.2 14.2 16.3
1770 25.8 10.7 11.3 5.1
1771 16.6 7.2 5.1 2.9
1774 9.7 257 4.8 19.2
1775 18,3 15.% 3.8 14.3
1776 10.1 232 5.6 217
1777 8.2 238 6.9 233
1778 4.2 17.5 2.5 12.2
1779 91 21.4 8.3 27.8
1780 7.4 21.2 4.8 17.7
1781 33 15.2 2.0 153
1782 8.0 19.9 13.0 273
1787 15.5 17.8 23.0 27.3
1788 43.5 na 216 15.9
1790 - 83.9 221 95,8 23.1
1791 27.6 28.7 16.1 353
1792 24.1 36.8 9.9 47.4
17693 280 1).7 10.7 4.6

Far sources sec note to table 1.

trade to the Swedish ports. . These include the share of parti-
cular Baltic countries — including Poland — in global Swedish
turnover, their respective contributions to meeting Swedish corn
demand and their importance as the buyers of Sweden’s chief
export commodity — iron.

The participation of Poland, Prussia and Russia in Sweden’s
maritime trade can be traced from the quinquennial figures, but
the most important data arc not absolute numbers, but the values
designating the proportional share of each of the three mentioned
countries in Sweden’s turnover. The mecthod is imperfect, but
it gives an approximate picture of rclations and the proportional
indicators ensure a synthetic and clear picture of a given country’s
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share in Sweden’s imports or exports. The weakness of this me-
thod is that percentages from different years have different values
when expressed in silver riksdallars, as the total value of Sweden’s
trade with the three countries discussed in this paper changed
from year to year. Without embarking on a particular analysis
of the values of total trade expressed in silver riksdallars, it should
be noted that as a rule Sweden had a negative balance of trade
with the three countries of the Southern Baltic coast, although
generally enjoying a positive total balance of trade.

Of the Swedish imports from the three Baltic countries analysed
in this paper those from Russia were of the greatest importance.
They totalled — excluding the years 1750 and 1790 — twelve or
so and even twenty per cent (1756, 1763, 1785) of the total imports
to Sweden. Poland, which accounted for between 5% to nearly
149, of Sweden’s imports, was in the second position up to the
year 1770. After 1770 Poland was exceeded by Prussia, which
by 1790 outdistanced even Russia as a supplier of goods to
Sweden. In 1785 and 1790 there were particularly high deliveries
of Prussian commodities, representing the following quotas: 17%
and 13.59,.

In Swedish exports Poland, Prussia and Russia played a much
smaller role than imports. It is difficult to talk about the distinct
superiority of one of these countries. In general their individual
share in Swedish exports constituted from 2% to 6% of total
export values. It is worth mentioning a distinct declining trend
in Poland’s share in Swedish exports after the first partition of
Poland (see table 9).

We have mentioned that as a rule the Swedish balance of
trade with the three countries of the southern Baltic coast was
negative. It is worth verifying this by reference to Poland.

 For annual balances of trade with Poland, Prussia and Russia and the global
balances of Swedish trade see: Riksarkivet Stockholm, Kommerskollegium Kammar-
skontoret, Arsberitelser utrikes handel, Serie 3: Handelsbalance; Lunds Universitets-
Bibliotek, De la Gardieska Samlingen, Cod. VII b: 6-9, Handels-Balance utrikningar.
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TaBLE 9
SHARE OF POLAND, PRUSSIA AND RUSSIA
IN SWEDEN'S SEA-BORNE TRADE TURNOVER
(data every five years, imports to Sweden = 100, cxports from Sweden = 100}

Poland Prussia ) Russia
Year imports from  exports to  imports from exports to  lmpotts from  exports to

Poland Poland Prussia Prussia Roussia Russia

Y o % % Yo Yo %

1740 575 297 3.04 254 10.75 349
1745 7.57 2,20 5.68 2.27 15.91 3.95
1750 531 2.45 5.42 264 8.15 2.62
1756 * 14.75 307 4.50 2.73 23,32 2.60
1759 * 6.76 - 5.63 2.60 2.63 13.19 3.51
1763 * 9.66 4.46 5.60 3.84 20.37 4.09
1770 10.24 5.45 5.05 352 17.86 3.18
1775 2.59 2.14 4.79 420 14.58 4.08
1780 2.06 1.31 4.87 3.55 18.10 3.63
1785 471 1.24 17.03 5.33 21.54 3.26
17%0 4.36 0.89 13.53 4.10 7.40 1.49
1793 * 332 071 7.34 3.38 10.64 3.27

* There is no data for five years.
For sonrces sec note to table 1.

We shall not use the quinquennial figures since they contain a
certain degree of randomness, but annual averages for five year
periods, which illustrate the situation more completely. However
it should be noted that this way of estimating blurs the annual
variations. 'The annual averages in the five year periods show
the constant Swedish negative balance of trade with Poland.
At _the same time there were some years when the balance was
positive: 10

1759 63,610 silver riksdallars
1774 _ 41,814 7 ”
1775 15,035 7 ”
1776 434 ”
1778 8,156 ” 7

10 Riksarkivet Stockholm, Kommerskollegium Kammarskontoret, Arsberittelser
utrikes handel, Serie 3: Sveriges Handels Rorelse med Dantzig och Plska Preussen.
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But over the 44 years studied, only in five years did Sweden
have a positive balance of trade with Poland, and in the other
years it was negative. After the end of the 1730s — there are
no data for the earlier period — Sweden’s negative balance of
trade with Poland increased; in the second half of the 1740s and
in the first five years of the 1750s the average negative balance
of trade amounted to 450-500 thousand riksdallars yearly, in the
second part of the 1750s it rose to 772 thousand. In 1763 it reached
its maximum value at about one million one hundred thousand
tiksdallars. Because of the lack of data it is not known whether
Sweden’s high negative balance of trade with Poland was characte-
ristic of the whole first five years of 1760s, but at the end of the
1760s the tendency to diminish the negative balance of trade
appeared. In the years 1771-1780 and 1791-1793 it was not big,
but generally the trade between both countries decreased after
the first partition of Poland (see table 10).

TanrLe 10
TRADE BETWEEN SWEDEN AND POLAND
(annual average, in riksdallar)
Emports to Sweden  BExports from Sweden
Period from Poland to Poland Balance
1738-1740 265,232,7 149,784.0 — 1154487
1741-1745 475,506.0 228,593.6 — 2459124
1746=1750 745,308.5 251,673.6 — 4936352
1751-1753 720,275.3 271,743.0 — 4485323
1756-1759 1,272,552.7 500,635.8 —  771,916.9
1763 2,099,235.0 1,07,610.0 — 1,001,625.0
17691770 3239745 164,557.5 — 1594170
1771, 17741775 169,648.0 118,461.3 — 51,186.7
1776-1780 83,734.4 66,177.8 — 17,566.6
1781-1785 1806,093.2 64,024.6 - 116,068.6
1786-1790 211,695.3 45,188.0 —  166,507.3
1791-1793 86,962.7 59,891.7 — 27,0710

Calculated from: Riksatkivet Stockliclm, Kommerskollegium Kammarskontoret, Arsberittel-
ser utrikes handel, Serie 2: Generalpersedelextraktkontoret vol. 1738-1750 del. III; Serie 3: Handels-
balance; Lunds Universitets Bibliotek, De la Gardieska Samlingen Cod. VIIb: 659,
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It must be noted that during the 50 year period the rate of
the silver riksdallar oscillated.!!

As far as the problem of corn exports from Poland, Prussia
and Russia to Sweden is concerned, exports — in particular from
Poland — had a long-standing tradition. 12 On the other hand
in the peace treaty at Nystadt (Uuskaupunki) in 1721 Russia
guarantecd particularly favourable conditions for corn exports
from Livland to Sweden, exempting certain quantities from
customs duties.’> The three mentioned countries were major
suppliers of grain to Sweden, and in general they met half of
Sweden’s demand for corn, There were exceptional years when
the value of corn supplied by these countries amounted to 70,
(1756, 1785) or even 809, (1783} of the total value of corn imports
to Sweden. On the other hand, in other years corn from the
three mentioned countries met only about twenty per cent of
Swedish 1mports of this commodity (1750, 1755). It must be
stressed that considerable quantities of corn from the territories in

4 For the adjustments to be made to the balances of trade taking into considera-
tion the rates of silver dollars in the middle of eightcenth century see: Riksarkivet Stock-
holm, Kommerskollegium Kammarskontoret, Ausherittelser utrikes handel, Serie 3:
Handelsbalance.

12 M, BogUckA, Handel zagramiczny Gdadska w pierwszej polowie XVII wicku,
Wroclaw-Warszawa-Krakéw 1970, p. 61 ff. From the middle of the XVIIth century
Sweden had consular representatives at Gdasisk. - Their principal duty was to depart
about the possibilities of purchase and about the prices of food, mainly of grain in
Gdasisk — Riksarkivet Stockholm, Kommerskollegium, Skrivelser fran konsular Danzig,
E Vla: 82, 83. See K. Scuorrtmiities, Verzeichnis der bei dev Stadt Danzig einst begliu-
bigten stindigen Geschifistrager auswdrtiger Michte, ™ Mitteilungen des Westpreussischen
Geschichtsvereins 7, Jg. 14, 1915, Ne 4, p. 72 £.

13 According to W. Naupk, Die Getreidehandelspolitik dev europdischen Staaten vom
13. bis zum 18. Jahrhundert, Berlin 1896, p. 401 grain to a value of 108 thousand rou-
bles annually was free of duty, in the period 1745-1790, later to 150 thousand roubles
and then to 100 thousand roubles. According to other authors this exemption from
duty amounted respectively to 50-100-50 thousand roubles. - C.E; Oum, Abo sjfarts
historia, p. 84 f.; O. Nixvia, Abo stads historia 1721-1809, Andra Bandet, (Abo 1972),
p. 435 fI. See A.]. Aranem, Der Aussenhandel und die Schiffahrt Finnlands im 18. Jahr-
huwderr, Unter besonderer Beriicksichtigung der Umbruchsperiode der Handelsfreiheit
im Bottischen Meerbusen und der grossen Seckricge, Helsinki 1957, p. 278, 318; K.
AMaRR, Spannmdlshandel och spannmdlspolitik i Sverige 1719-1830, Stockholm 1915, p. 114,
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West Pomerania, which remained in Sweden’s possession in the
eighteenth century, were sold on the Swedish market. These
deliveries were really part of the domestic exchange within the
territory of a single state, but they were included in Swedish
sea-borne trade lists together with trade with foreign countries. !4
Some general ratios may be observed, and when in corn imports
on the Swedish market the share of the three Baltic countries
increased, the share of Western Pomerania declined and vice versa.
It is worth noting that from 70 to nearly 100 per cent of corn
transported Swedish ports came from southern Baltic coast terri-
tories (Poland, Prussia, Russia, Western Pomerania).!?

Tanie 11

SHARES OF POLAND, PRIJSSIA, RUSSIA AND WESTERN POMERANIA
IN CORN DELIVERIES ON THE SWEDISH MARKET
(data every five years)

Year Poland, Prussia and Russia Western Pomerania Total
o %

1740 50.19 43.33 93.52
1745 50.55 26.32 76.87
1750 24.34 65,15 89.49
1756 * 70.95 17.09 88.04
1759 * 44,02 38.50 82.52
1763 * 83.76 12,25 96.01
1770 61.2% 36.96 98.25
1775 i 28.82 . 69.93 - 98.75
1780 43.67 5495 98.62
1785 78.28 fuld

1790 50,78 40.21 90.99
1793 49.68 47.34 97.02

* There is no data for five years
ik There is no data
For sources: sec nate to table 10.

14 In all the statistics on the sea-borne trade of Sweden, exchanges with West-
Pomerania were included with foreign countries, and we have taken these figures in
all the calculations in this paper.

15 See table 11; A.]. ALaNEN, Der Aussenhandel, p. 280 f.; S. Hégsere, Utrike-
shandel, p. 193; W. NAUDE, Die Getreidehandelspolitik, p. 402
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The deliveries of Polish corn constituted from 10 to 20 per
cent of the total corn imports to Sweden in the pre-partition
period.  After the first partition corn deliveries from Poland
delicned to below 109 and only in 1785 did they reach 109 and
in 1793 139, of the overall value of corn imports to Sweden.
This was the result of the partition of Poland which deprived
Gdafisk of a very important part of its hinterland — Royal Prussia —
and a conscious discriminatory customs policy by Prussia which
favoured Elblag and shifted to this harbour a considerable part
of Polish corn which had been exported by Gdatsk till then.
Nevertheless a substantial increase in corn exports from Elblag
did not take place before the 1780s.7¢ Swedish statistics of course
added imports from Elblag to imports from Prussia after 1772,
and this was reflected in the increase of corn deliveries from the
Kingdom of Prussia to the Swedish ports. In 1775 they still to-
talled only a few per cent and after 1780 the share of imports
from Prussia increased considerably and totalled 30-35% of the
total value of com import to Sweden (see table 12).

The third big Baltic supplier of corn to the Swedish market
— Russia — generally had a considerable share in meeting the
corn demands of Sweden: from ten to twenty, often above twenty
and even 36.5% (1756) or 42%, (1763). However there were
years when the share fell to only a few per cent (1790, 1793) or
even declined almost totally (1750). The fall of deliverics in 1790.
is explained mainly by the Russian-Swedish war which lasted
up to August that year. Other factors also influenced the decline
in 1750 and 1793, On the other hand — as has already been
mentioned — a considerable share of corn deliveries from Russia
to the Swedish market was facilitated by the peace treaty between
Sweden and Russia in 1721 (see table 12).

16 S, Hoszowskl, Handel Gdasiska, p. 31; Ip,, The Polish Bualtic Trade, p. 135; S.
Gierszewskl, Stafystyka handlu zbozowego Elblaga w latach 1642-1795. * Zapiski Histo-
ryczne 7, vol. 23, 1957, z. 1-3, p. 171 f.
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TapLe 12
SHARES OF POLAND, PRUSSIA AND RIUSSIA
IN CORN DELIVERIES TO SWEDEN
{data every five years, global comn import to Sweden == 100)
Glohal Imports from Peoland Imports from Prussiz  Imports from Russia
Year imports to Value o Value a4 Value %
Sweden Riksdallar Riksdallar Riksdallar
Riksdallar

1740 1,182,893 174,754  14.77 120,311 10.17 298,734 2525
1745 1,253,742 165,838 13.23 163,886 13.07 303,999 2425
1750 2,238,456 215,441 8,62 298,088 1332 31,319 1.4G
1756 * 5,504,727 1,487,940 27.03 464,644 7.35 2013342 3657
1759 % 1,404,980 273,813  19.54 153,786 10,98 189,186  13.50
1763 * 6,418,124 1,596,030 24.87 1,080,402 1683 2,699,623 42.06
1770 783,008 176,277 2251 117,849 1505 185,774 2373
1775 242,585 5,776 4.03 15,148 6.24 44,988 1855
1780 858,026 45,223 5.27 91,025 10,61 238,451 27.79
1785 1,638,262 163,893  10.00 R,715 3612 526,851  32.16
1790 999,902 91,355 9.14 346,654 34,67 69,707 6.97
1793 578,398 74,836 1294 179,806  31.09 32,686 5.65

* There is no data for five years.
For sources see note to table 10.

These considerations only affect the proportional share of
the three southern Baltic countries in corn supplies to Swedish
ports. The same problem can also be studied in the light of tem-
porary changes in these supplies both as far as value and quantity
are concerned. Taking into account only the quinquennial data,
there was a great discrepancy in Swedish demand for corn, from
242.5 thousand in the year 1775 to 6,418.1 thousand silver riks-
dallars in 1763, which gives a ratio of 1:26.5. Similarly imports
of corn from Poland varied from 9776 silver riksdallars in 1775
to 1,596 thousand in 1763, a ratio of 1:163. The corn deliveries
from Prussia to the Swedish market ranged from a little over
15 thousand in 1775 to 1,080.4 thousand silver riksdallars in 1763,
(giving a ratio of minimum deliveries to maximum deliveries
of 1:71) Similar data for Russia varied also: minimal deliveries
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nearly 31 thousand in 1750, in 1763 the maximum 2, 699.6 thousand
sitver riksdallars, so the ratio was 1:83. Deliveries of Polish corn
indicated the greatest discrepancies, but one must remember that
in the period 1740-1793 the amount of corn imported went down
radically as a result of the first partition of Poland in 1772, For
this reason it scems more prudent to investigate these variations
in the pre-partition period. At that time the lowest deliveries
of Polish corn to Sweden were in 1745 (165.8 thousand) the hi-
ghest in 1763, 1,596.0 thousand silver riksdallars, which gives
the ratio 1:9.6. This indicates a lower range of variations than
over the whole peried.’” One must be cautious in analysing the
above comparisons and not draw far-reaching conclasions. Eco-
nomic historians rightly warn against comparing monetary va-
lues over long period of time because of the variations in monetary
value, price changes etc. These phenomena also occured in Sweden,
particularly in the 1750s when attempts were made to adjust the
value of these commoditics and the exchange rate of Swedish
currency. !

Swedeﬂ llllporth flrst Of ﬂ.ll rye thcn Ina.lt barley and Wheat
Apart from this she also purchased abroad smaller amounts of
different kinds of cereals, peas and flour.’® Poland supplied the
Swedish market with large quantities of rye and wheat, but did
not play a big role as a supplier of other kinds of cereals.

Due to considerable information on the quantities of rye
imported to Sweden, the annual average calculated for five-year
periods will be used below. However, for these periods a different
picture of rye imports both in general and from particular countries
is obtained. Variations within the five-year periods were diffe-

17 For more data about the deliveries of grain from Poland, Prussia and Russia
to Sweden sec table 12,

1% Sec Historisk statistik f8r Svergie, Del 3. Utrikeshandel 1732—1970 Statistiska
Centralbyran — Stockholm, {(Lund 1972), p. 5.

19 For detailed specification of the structure of grain imports 1o Sweden see: W.
Naunk, Die Getreidehandelspolitik, p. 402 .3 K. AMmark, Spannmaishandel, p. 105 ff.
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rent, and were considerable more than once. Sweden’s demand
for rye was stabilized, and in the five-years periods the maxi-
mum amount of yearly imports in relation to the minimal was
generally less than 1:5, higher ratios (1:6,6 1756-1760 or even
1:11,5 1761-1765 and 1:12,6 1771-1775) also occurred. The
quantity of rye imported from Poland to Sweden varied more
in the five years periods than the total imports to the country.
The maximum deliveries not only exceeded by as much as ten
times the amount of minimum deliveries, but in certain periods
were even twenty times greater (22.1 1771-1775} or thirty times
greater (37.9 1761-1765). Similarly there were major variations in
five-year periods for deliveries from Prussia and Russia to Sweden,
and in the case of Prussia it even reached an increase of 54 fold
(1746—1750) and Russia 35 fold {1751-1755) of the maximum
amount of imports (more detailed data will be found in table 13).

In Sweden there was a constant rye shortage and she imported
large amounts of this commodity. Generally the import of this
commodity was about 100-200 thousand barrels yearly, periodically
200-300 thousand (1761-1770, 1776-1780), exceptionally it was
nearly 340 thousand (1786-1790) and even totalled 600 thousand
barrels annually (1781- 1785). The Swedish demand for rye
to a great extent influenced the quantities imported from supplying
countries, but border changes caused by the first partition of
Poland were soon reflected, in the proportions of rye delivered
to the Swedish market by Poland and Prussia. Up to the end of
the 1770s — except for the period 1741-1750 — the biggest deliveries
of rye came from Russia, where on an average from 47 to 143
thousand barrels were imported annually, that is 40-539 of
Swedish rye imports. In the years 1741-1750 these proportions
were different; in the first five-year pcriod Prussia was in first
position (46 thousand barrels, 23.8%), with Russia in second
position (37 thousand barrels, 19.3%) and Poland in third (21
thousand barrels, 10.99,). Undoubtedly the negative influence
of the Swedish-Russtan war in the years 1741-1743 also had its
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MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM QUANTITIES OF RYE DELIVERIES FROM POLAND, PRUSSIA

AND RUSSIA TO THE $WEDISH MARKET (barrels)

TapLE 13

Period

Imports to Sweden

Imports from Poland Lmports from Prussia Imports from Russia

a) min. b) max.  ab a) min.  b) max.  ab a) mit  b) max.  a:b a) min. b} max.  ab
1738-1740 73,808 154,937 1:21 6 19,552 1,606 5150 1:32 0 124826
1741-1745 84,496 275310 1:3.3 7,886 49,571 1:6.3 10,218 84,718 1:83 17,350 62,696 1:3.6
1746-1750 92,619 159,301 1.7 9,185 52,218 1:5.7 839 45,243  1:53.9 1,856 37226 1:201
1751-1755 65,622 273,421 1:4.2 3,766 58,108 1:154 2,383 10,734 145 4,825 168,269 1:34,9
1756~1760 36,456 239,319 1466 5,949 82,900 1:13.9 1,906 13,004 1:6.8 10,519 131,680 1;12.5
1761-1765 40,526 465,360 1:11.5 4947 187562 1:37.9 4,153 59,467 1:;14.3 30,653 189459 1:6.2
1766-1770 220,107 388,453 1:1.7 59,310 127,119  1:2.1 31,760 71,990  1:25 77,315 151,698 1.2
1771~1775 26,187 328884 1:126 2,18.4 48,314 1:221 2,283 58,331 1.25.6 17,920 196,843 1:11
1776-1780 153,719 267413 1:1.7 6,082 24331 1.4 17,365 36,406 1:21 90,745 145,009  1:1.6
1781-1785 429,698 799,221 1:1.% 19,586 81,727 1:4.1 59,959 246,041 1:4.1 247,502 401,133 1:1.6
1786-1790 252,522 503,698 1.2 10,547 90,932 1:85 42,435 232,785 1.5.5 6,985 167,817 1:24
1791-1793 115670 168,691 1:1.5 14,878 15,371 1:1.03 37,659 67,924 1:18 12,612 66,851 1:53

Caleulated from: Riksarkivet Stockholm, Kommerskollegium Kammarskontoret, Arsberittelser utrikes handel, Serie 2: Generalpersedelextrakt Del I, 11,
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effect. In the second half of the 1740s Poland occupied first po-
sition as the supplier of rye to the Swedish market (23 thousand
barrels, 18.3%), Prussia was second (about 21 thousand barrels
and 16.99) and Russia had the third position (14 thousand barrels,
10.9%). From the beginning of the 1750s up to the end of the
1760s Poland remained the second supplier of rye to Sweden,
and Prussia was third. Particularly' in the years 1756-1770 nearly
one-third of the rye purchased abroad by Sweden came from Po-
land. Significant changes occurred after the first partition of Poland,
and the total exports of rye from Poland fell by two-thirds. In the
years 1765-1770 the annual average totalled a little over 28 thousand
lasts, but in the next period always remained below 10 thousand
lasts yearly.20

This decline was also reflected in exports to Sweden when
in the 1770s deliveries of Polish rye fell between two-thirds and
five-sixths. Although in the 1780s Sweden purchased about 50
thousand barrels of Polish rye annually, this was the result of
a general increase in rye imports to Swedish ports. However,
after the first partition Poland fell irrcvocably to third Place among
the Baltic states exporting rye to Sweden. Russia still preserved
its first position up to the mid 1780s and provided about half
and periodically nearly two-thirds of the rye purchased by Sweden.
Deliveries of Russian rye amounted to nearly 300 thousand barrels
per year. However in the years 1786-1793 Prussia, previously
occupying second position, took first place among rye suppliers
to Sweden, and at that time a little more than one-third of the rye
imported to Sweden came from Prussia 2! (more detailed data
are given in table 14).

20 C. BIERNAT, Statystyka obrotu towarowsego Gdakska w latach 1651-1815. * Zrédia
do dzicjéw handlu i zeglugi Gdanska ™ edited by S. Hoszowski, 1, Warszawa 1962,
p. 286,

2 For annual averages for ten year periods see S. Hoceere, Ultrikeshandel och sji-
fart pa 1700-talet, p. 193; Historisk statistik for Sverige, p. 138; K. Amark, Spannmal-
shandel, p.- 113 £, 116 ff.
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TaeLe 14

SHARES OF POLAND, PRUSSIA AND RUSSIA
IN RYE DELIVERIES ON THE SWEDISH MARKET
{antual average, barrels)

Imports  Imports fromn Poland Imports from Prussia  Imports from Russia

Period to Sweden number ul namber % number %
1738-1740 111,564 6,780 6.1 3,809 34 51,991 46,6
17411745 193,783 21,155 10.9 46,085 23.8 37,449 19,3
1746-1750 124,826 23,348 18.7 20,603 16.5 13,649 10.9
1751-1755 150,899 24,776 16.4 5,744 38 61,101 40.5
1756-1760 112,074 35,282 351 4,756 4.2 46,980 41.9
1761-1765 269,496 81,498 302 30,321 1.3 142,712 53,0
1766-1770 288,847 77,847 27.0 49,441 17.1 122,555 42.4
1771-1775 159,633 23,482 14.7 26,079 16.3 101,328 63.5
1776-1780 221,651 13473 . 6.1 27,623 2.3 116,316 52.5
1781-1785 600,343 52,362 8.7 164,811 275 285,108 47.5
1786-1790 337,875 47,303 140 130,343 38.6 60,363 17.6
1791-1793 134,326 15,081 11.2 48,789 30.3 .36,358 27.1

Calculated from: Riksarkivet Stockholmn, Kommerskollegivm Kammarskontoret, Arsherirtel-
ser utrikes handel, Scrie 2: Generalpersedelextrakt Del 1, IL

The division of roles among three countries of the Baltic
southern coast in supplying wheat to Sweden was slightly diffe-
rent. In general terms and omitting the years 1738-1740, Sweden’s
demand for wheat was far more stable than for rye, and on the
average over the quinquennial periods studied the ratio was 1:2
(20:40 thousand barrels) per year. As with the rye imports the
Swedish possessions in Western Pomerania played a significant
role in supplying wheat, but this again was a form of domestic
trade although it was again officially included in the Swedish
sea~borne trade statistics. In the case of wheat imports to
Sweden, it is of great importance to note that Russia throughout
the period analysed held last position among three countrics of
the Baltic southern coast. Raussian wheat did not play a major
role on the Swedish market and as a rule covered less than 109
of Swedish imports, and only in two five-year periods — 1771-
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1775, 1781-1785 — did its share rise to 10-15%. From 1745 to
1775 Polish wheat dominated supplies to Sweden, and its share
in imports ranged from two-fifths to over four-fifths and was
undoubtedly greater than the amounts of wheat delivered from
Prussia, which held second position among suppliers of this com-
modity. It is interesting that the first partition of Poland did
not cause an immediate fall in Polish wheat exports to Sweden,
because in the five-year period 1771-1775 63.6 % of Swedish
imports were still met from this source and the deliveries amounted
to 16 thousand barrels per year. This was because total Polish
rye exports in the years 1771-1775 in comparison with the period
1765-1770 fell by two thirds, while at the same time wheat exports
decreased on an average by only one-fourth from 15,9 to 11,9
thousand lasts yearly.22 It is only in the years 1776-1780 that
wheat deliveries to Sweden from Poland — now with much
smaller territory after the first partition — and Prussia were equa-
lized. In the following decade Prussia became the most important
exporter of wheat to Sweden. In the years 1791-1793 Poland
again held this position, but its lead over Prussia was slight (see

table 15).23

To sum up, Sweden provided a considerable market for ce-
reals exported from Poland, Prussia and Russia, and grain was one
of the most important products exported from these countries.
But did these same countries figure among the principal customers
of the main commodity exported by Sweden, iron? Undoubtedly
iron played a similar role in exports and in Sweden’s balance
of trade as corn did in Poland’s exports. Income from the sale
of iron to other countries constituted the most important element

22 C. BierNar, Statystyka obrotu towarowego, p. 286. In general Gdadsk in the
eightcenth century lost in impertance as an exporter of rye, but held its place in the
export of wheat — W.S. UNcER, Trade through the Sound in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, “ The Economic History Review ”, Second Series, vol. 12, 1959, No 2, p. 214.

23 See Historisk statistik for Sverige, p. 138. Wheat was also imported from England
— K. Awmarg, Spannmalshandel, p. 108, 117, ’
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Tasre 15
SHARES OF POLAND, PRUSSIA AND RUSSIA
IN WHEAT DELIVERIES ON THE SWEDISH MARKET
{annual average, barrels)

Imports to Imperts from Polind  Imperes from Prussia  lmports from Roussia

Period Sweden number % number Y, number LA
1738-1740 9,358 1,494 15.9 2,509 26.7 677 7.2
1741-1745 30,915 721 235 6,188 200 BA83 18
1746-1750 31,931 13,808 43.2 2,704 8.5 232 0.7
1751-1755 4{),255 20,319 50.5 2,63% 6.6 261 0.6
1756-1760 27,550 17,415 63.2 2,367 8.6 2,488 9.0
1761-1765 22,375 19,555 874 1,082 4.8 605 2.7
1766-1770 28,991 23,821 82.2 1,244 4.3 652 2.2
1771-1775 25,137 15,980 63.6 3,716 14.8 3,609 14.4
1776-1780 17,757 3,779 213 3,812 215 534 30
1781-1785 38,939 6,113 157 16,112 41.4 4,561 1.7
1786-1750 36,009 10,088 27.9 13,307 36.9 1,605 4.4
1791-1793 30,698 8,907 290 7,877 25.7 713 23

Calculated from: see note to table 14,

in Sweden’s balance of trade and no doubt exceeded all other
goods.34

Swedish iron cxports were directed mainly to the West.
England, the most developed European state in the eighteenth
century, was the largest customer for Swedish iron from the middle
of the seventeenth century. Most Swedish iron was sent there
directly, although up to the mid-scventeenth century Gdafisk
imported a considerable part which after processing was re-
exported to the West.2s Poland, Prussia and Russia were not
among the more important purchasers of Swedish iron. Up

23 Sce Riksarkivet Stockholm, Kommerskollegium Kammarskontoret, Arsberit-
telser utrikes handel, Serie 2, del TIT; Scrie 3: Lunds Universitets-Bibliotek, De la Gar-
dieska Samlingen, Cod. VIIb: 69, Handels-Balance utrikningar; Svemsk handelsstatistik
1637-1737 wtgiven av B. Bogrmivs och E.E. Hecrscuer, p. 457, 593, 621,

25 S. Hocrerg, Utrikeshandel, p. 66 ff.; S.E. AstrdmM, From cloth to iron. The An-
glo-Baltic trade in the late Seventeenth Century, part I: The growth, structure and organi-
zation of the trade, Helsingfor 1963, p. 31 ff., 54 #, 133 £
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to the 1770s Poland and Prussia bought iron in Sweden, and one
or the other held first position in these purchases. It can be con-
cluded from the five yearly data that their exports to Poland
constituted from 2.4 to 5.29, of total iron exports from Sweden,
and Prussia’s from 2.9 to 5.5%. Russian purchases were less stable
than the Polish and Prussian, and oscillated betwen 1.4 to 3.79%
of total Swedish iron export values. After the mid 1770s important
changes took place in iron purchases in Sweden by the Baltic
states, and there was a considerable increase in Prussia’s share,
which in 1775 amounted to 3.76% and then remained permanently
over 4% of the total value of iron export from Sweden. How-
ever as far as the two other countries — Poland and Russia — were
concerned, their share decreased considerably for various reasons.
The importance of Poland, territorially smaller after the first
partition, as a purchaser of Swedish iron fell considerably. There-
after purchases of iron goods by Poland amounted to less than
1 per cent of the total value of Swedish iron exports. However,
Raussian purchases oscillated around 1 per cent (see table 16),
and the development of domestic production of iron and steel
both for the domestic market, and for export as well, was the cause
of this. After the 1730s Russia became Sweden’s principal compe-
titor on the English market, the most important iron market
in Europe, and by the end of the 1760s deliveries of Russian iron
to England exceeded Swedish exports to this market.26

In view of the problems posed in making long-term compari-
sons we have limited ourselves to calculations of proportional
changes. However sources in the Swedish record offices enable us
to study Swedish iron exports on a quantitative basis. This in-
vestigation is limited to Swedish exports to Poland and only of
iron bars, which was the principal iron commodity exported from

26 A.J. ALANEN, Der Aussenhandel, p. 216 £.; S. Hioosers, Utrikeshandel, p. 78 ff;
W.S. UncEr, Trade trough the Sound, p. 217; K.G. HILDEBRAND, Foreign Markets for Swe-
dish Iron in the 18th Century, "' The Scandinavian Economic History Review ”, vol.
VIf1, 1958, p. 10 f.
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POLAND, PRUSSIA AND RUSSIA AS PURCHASERS OF SWEDISH IRON Thoee 16 %1
{data every five years) ' A
9
Year Global exports from Sweden Exports ta Poland Exports to Prussia Exports to Russia :ﬁ
Riksdallar Yo Riksdallar % Riksdallar % Riksdallar %
1740 4,401,029 100 139,933 .18 146,138 3.32 110,236 25
1745 5,682,513 160 141,690 2.48 162,793 2.86 208,702 3.67
1750 6,255,219 100 151,480 2,42 202,820 3.24 115,014 1.84
1756 * 7,579,827 100 268,769 3.55 264,962 3.50 186,826 246
1759 * 8,642,764 100 451,936 5,23 252,003 292 116,667 1.35
1763 ™ 15,290,379 100 458,164 3.00 511,220 3.34 365,594 2.39
1770 1,994,411 100 59,466 2.98 57,691 2.89 25,045 146
1775 2,502,516 100 23,373 0.9 94,079 3.76 27,324 1.09
1780 2,282,993 100 20,305 0.89 105,026 4.6 30,168 1.32
1785 2,967,412 100 13,369 0.43 141,342 4.76 25,460 0.99
1750 3,358,434 - 100 - 17,223 0.51 158,572 4.72 20,459 0.61
1793 3,174,633 100 18,247 0.57 127,121 4.00 36,791 1.16

* There is no data for five years.
Calculated from;: Riksarkivet Stockholm, Kommerskollegium Kammarskontoret, Arsberittelser utrikes handel, Serie 3: Handelshalance; Lunds Uni-

versitets Bibliotek, De la Gardieska Samlingen Cod. VII b: 6-9.




Aspects of Baltic Sea-borne Trade in the Eighteenth Century

Sweden and also the most important iron product exported from
this country to Poland. Annual average data for five-year periods
will be used. Although other kinds of iron such as anchors, rol-
led iron (band jarn), iron plates (jarn pldtar), iron bundles (Knipp
férn), iron for making screws (bult jirn) were exported to Polish
ports, these kinds of iron were exported to Poland in only small
amounts and sporadically.?”

Poland was not an important consumer of Swedish iron
bars, and the 1770s also marked a certain turning point in
this respect. Until that time Sweden had exported to Poland
from 6.5 thousand to nearly 13 thousand ship’s pounds 28 of
iron bars annually. This totalled between 2.29 to 4.1% of the
overal export of this kind of iron from Sweden. The peak period
of deliveries was in the second half of the 1750s, and was preceded
by a fifteen-year period of a very stable exports of Swedish iron
bars to Poland: 9.3 thousand ship’s pounds yearly, equal to about
3% of the total export of this sort of iron from Sweden. The
decade after the peak period was also characterized by a level
amount of exports, about 10 thousand ship’s pounds yearly and a
share of 3.5 % in the total iron bars export from Sweden. Although
in the first five years of the 1770s there was a relatively moderate
decline, about 309, in comparison with the previous quinquen-
nium, in the second half of the 1770s a further decline by 459
in comparison with the first half followed. This tendency lasted
until 1793, and in the second half of the 1770s exports of iron bars
constituted only 1.29% of the global export of this commodity
from Sweden and after 1780s it fell below 1% (see table 17).

The fact that neither Poland, Prussia nor Russia became
considerable purchasers of iron, the most important Swedish

27 Riksarkivet Stockholm, Kommerskollegivm Kammarskontoret, Arsberitteker
utrikes handel, Serie 2: Generalpersedelextrakt, del I, I The Gdassk statistics only
cover the imports of anchors and iron bars — C. BigrNat, Statystyka, p. 192.

28 The ship’s pound of iron was a changeable unit in Sweden — like the bushel
of grain in Peland — and the size diminished proportionally to the distance from
production place — W.S. Unger, Trade through the Sound, p. 216 note 1.
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Tasie 17
IRON BAR EXPORTS FROM SWEDEN TO POLAND
(annual average, ship’s pounds)

Global exports from Sweden Exports to Poland

Period amount 4 amount o
1738-1740 291,272 100 6,519 22
1741-1745 321,229 100 9,225 2.9
1746-1750 308,567 100 9,383 3.0
1751-1735 309,897 100 9,383 36
1756-176C 306,929 100 12,710 4.1
1761-1765 333,322 100 10,718 32
1766-1770 293,017 1G0 10,143 a5
1771-1775 331,736 100 7,227 22
1776-1780 321,195 100 3,947 1.2
1781-1785 344,517 100 2,647 0.8
1786-1790 380,229 100 2,109 0.6
1791-1793 231,245 100 2,010 G.9

Calculated from: Riksarkivet Stockholm, Konimarskollegium Kammarskentoret, Arsberittel-
ser utrikes handel, Serie 2: Generalpersedelextrakt, Del I, IL

export commodity, must be considered as one of the chief sources
of the positive balance of trade these countries enjoyed with
Sweden. On the other hand Sweden constantly purchased large
quantitics of corn in Poland, Prussia and Russia every year, be-
cause its own corn production was not sufficient to feed the popu-
lation. Although as we underlined at the beginning of this arti-
cle, the economies of the three southern Baltic coast states and
Sweden werc complementary, the balance of trade among them
was not equal and was unfavourable for Sweden. Poland and
Prussia, the countries with predominantly agricultura] economties
could not become major purchasers of Swedish iron, whereas
Russia gradually became an important exporter of iron to the
West in the eighteenth century.
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