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Functional typology is used successfully by geographers, eco-
nomists and sociologists as a systematic means for studying the
social and economic functions of contemporary towns. Quanti-
tative methods and an analysis of the professional structure of
the population most frequent]y providc the basis for distinguish-
ing the functional types of such towns. Historians have rarcly
attempted to describe the functional types of towns in the past,
although it would seem that despite an absence of suitable sta-
tistical sources, this operation can make a valuable contribution
to research on towns and their economic and social role.! I should

! The most important concepts and research conducted by geographers on  the
functional typology of towns are prescnted in: KA. Bosster, Die stadtischen Fundtionws.
Ein Beitrag zur af{qmieiﬂ Srad{qqumphi{' mg,{{gmnd c'mp."r."sfht’r Uﬂfcr.x'uchm{qt'ﬂ in 'I'h:'iriugt‘ﬂ,
Berlin 1960, pp. 9-33; R.]. Fucns, Soviet Urban Geography - An Appraisal of Post-
war Rescarch, « Aunafls of the Association of American Ceographers ™, vol. LIV, 1964, no. 2,
pp. 276-289; R.H.T. Smrere, The Function of Auvstralian Towns, « T ijdschrift voor Feo-
nosmische on Sociale Geografie ", vol, LVI, 1965, no. 3, pp. B1-92; Ivem, Method and
Purposc in Functional Town Classification, * Annals of the Asseciation of American Geo-
graphers”, vol. LV, 1965, no. 3, pp. 539-548; K. Dzswonski, Baza chencmiczun i
striketura fusikcjonalna wiast. Studinnt rozwofu pofec, metod § ich zastosovas (The Economic
Basis and the Functional Structure of Towns. A Study of the Development of Coucepts, Me-
thods and Their Use), Warszawa 1967, pp- 38-46, 68-76.

The following works arc of particular importance: A. HertNgr, Dic wirsschaft-
lichen Typen der Ansicdlungen, ** Geographische Zeitschrift”, vol. VI, 1902, pp. 92-100
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like to propose a functional typology tor Polish towns berween
the XVIth and the XVIIth centurics, since such o classification
enables us to put into clear order the enormous and varied sources
with which the historian of Polish towns has to deal. and reveals
certain similarities in their development. ~ Of course, we do not
have at our disposal sources which would enable us to base our
typology on statistics or an analysis of the professional structure
of the towns, but quantitative methods are, after all, neither sut-
ficient nor indispensable. The adiministrative, religious and cul-
tural functions of the towns were connected with the siting of
important offices, schools, scientific institutions and centres of
worship, and not simply with the numbcer of officials, clergy,
teachers and students or their percentage as regards the total
population. Gtven the underdeveloped state of Polish burcau-
cracy in the pre-partition period, the number of ofhicials employ-
ed by even the most important authorities was minimal.  Also
the number of clergy in famous pilgrimage centres were not

{the first proposal for basing the functional typology of towns on statistical dara);
M. Aurousseau, The Distribution of Pepulation - A Constructive Problent, ™ Geo-
graphical Review ™, vol. XI, no. 4, pp. 563-592; Ci ). Hawws, A Functional Clussi-
fication of Cities in the United States, hid., vol. XXXII, 1943, no. 1, pp- 86-99; H.}).
Keunic, Een typologic van Nederlandse sceden,  Tijdselrift voor Ecomomische en Sociale
Geografic ”, vol. XL1, 195}, no. 89, pp. 187-206; [. Kostrowicks, O funkejach mia-
storwdrezych i typach funkcjonalirych miast {On Town-creating Functions and the
Functional Types of Towns), “ Przcgled Geograficzuy ", vol. XXIV, 1952, no. 1-2, pp.
7-64; L.L. PownaLr, The Functions of New Zealand Towns, “ Aunals of the Association
of Amtericann Geegraphiers ", vol. XLIII, 1953, no, 4, pp. 332-350; L.F. Hart, Functions
and Qccupational Structures of Citics of the American South, ibid., vol. XLV, 1955,
no. 3, pp. 269-286; H.J. NeLson, A Service Classification of American Cities, * Eco~
nomiic Geography 7, vol. XXXI, 1955, pp. 189-210; L. Kosisky, Problem of the Functio-
nal Strucrure of Polish Towns, ibid., vol. XXXI, 1959, suppl., pp. 35-67.

Among sociclogical works on the subject, the following is pacticularly significane:
J- Comuame, W.J. Caunman, How Cities Grew: the Historical Sociology of Cities, Madi-
son 1959, pp. 11-18. Noteworthy Polish contributions include: T, Lark, Funkcje miast
i miasteczek w Polsce pdénicszego sredniowiecza {The Functions of Large aud Simall
Towns in Poland in the Later Middle Ages), * Kivacrtalmil Historii Kidtury Materialne ”,
vol. XXUL 1975, no. 4, pp. 351-565; B. Kaczmarskr, Character funkcjanalny miast
slaskich w koscu XVII wicku {The Functional Character of Silesian Towns at the
Closc of the XVIIth Century), iwid., vol. X1V, 1966, no. 2, pp. 209-24L.
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necessarily larger than in the lesser known but sizeable monasteries.
Towns (and sometimes cven villages) with well-frequented fairs
became trade centres, even though local professional merchants
might have been few in number. Whether a town was consider~
ed to be a manufhcturing centre depcnded not on the number of
craftsmen but on the capabilities of producing for a more ex-
tensive market — this, in turn, depended not only on the number
of workshops, but also on the nature of production and techno-
logy used. To put it briefly, the assessment of the social and eco-
nomic functions of a town should be based on a variety of other
criteria not simply on quantitative research. This does not mean
a rejection of statistical methods whencver their use is possible
and justified, but that it is necessary to use other methods not
only to replace quantitative analyses in those cases where there
are no suitable statistical sources, but to also supplement and
verify these sourccs.

Geographical, soctological, economic and historical approaches
contain a variety of methods for distinguishing between function-
al types of towns. W. Sombart reduced all the urban functions
to the following two basic types: town-creating (Stddte-griinder)
and supplementary (Stidtefiiller). ]. Combhaire and W.J. Cahn-
man divided towns into production—oricntcd and consuinption-
oriented cities; they included into the latter group those which
were compelled to import the majority of articles needed and
exported little, while in the production-oriented cities there
existed a certain equilibrium between import and export. The
Combhaire-Cahnman  classification  scens particularly useful for
historical resecarch and I have made it the basis of my functio-
nal typology of the Polish towns, with of coursc incvitable mo-
difications to allow for conditions prevailing in the XVIth-
XVIUIth centuries. Other valued distinctions of town functions
which I have employed, cover economic functions (the sceuring
of raw materials and their processing, retail and wholcsale trade,
local and long-distance trade, credit and banking, transport ser-
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vices) and others which could be generally called social functions
(centres of state authorities and administration, residential towns,
scholastic, cultural, scientific and entertainment centres, health
service, resorts, military and reiigious centres). Using the Comh-
aire-Cahnman classification, the whole group of productivc towns
fulfils essentially economic functions, while the consumption-
oriented towns have certain economic functions yet also possess
social functions. The mutual relation between cconomic and social
functions can be characteristic for given stages of urban develop-
ment (the domination of political and religious functions over
economic ones during the carly periods of urban development)
and can indicate the degree of their growth. Those different
functions can and, as a rule, do occur concurrently in the samne
town, and thus when we speak about the superiority of some
of them over others, we have in mind, above all, their scale —
do they serve exclusively the inhabitants of a given town fon
Sombart’s classification thesc are supplementary functions, Stdd-
tefiiller), and its nearest hinterland or do they extend over larger
areas (and thus, become fundamental functions, Stddtegriinder).

For Poland in the XVIch-XVIIIth centurics one ought to
consider as production—oricntcd, and thus with economic func-
tions, those towns whose basis of existence was the securing of
mincral or organic raw materials and their processing. Therefore,
mining towns constituted one of the production-oriented groups
in pre-partition Poland. “ A town may be considered a mining
town, writes Danuta Molenda, * when mining is its main basis
of development in which the majority of inhabitants make their
living from mining, cither directly (production and processing
of the mineral and its distribution) or indirectly {catering and
services indispensable to mining).” On the other hand. the author
regards the granting of mining rights to such a town, a fact which
did not always take place or only after a longer period of deve-
lopment, as a sccondary matter. Nor, does she consider it to
be indispensablc_for the workers employcd 1 mining to be the
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absolute majority of the entite professionally active population
of such a centre.? Mining towns were characterised by a more
intensive development of trade and crafts than elsewhere. Poland
had only a few such centres: Bochnia and Wieliczka, dependent
on salt mining; Olkusz, Stawkdw, Bytom, Tamowskie Gory and
Miasteczko where lead, silver and zinc ores were exploited. In
addition, mining played temporarily a certain role in the growth
of Chrzandw, Nowa Gdra, Siewierz, Checiny and Kiclce.? None
of these towns had a large population. Their influence upon the
economy of the region was also not very considerable, although
from the XVIth to the XVIIIth centuries there appeared in the
vicinity of Olkusz, Stawkéw, Bochnia and Wieliczka micro-regions
subject to certain spcciﬁc social and economic processes; for ex-
ample, Bochnia attracted the local peasants and even the gentry
and burgesses from other towns.*

* D). Motenpa, Mining Towns in Central-Eastern Europe in Feudal Times. Pro-
blem Outline, * Acta Polowiae Hisforica ™', vol. XXXV, 1976, pp. 165-188.

3 D. Motenpa, Puastowskie wolne miasto gémicze Tarnowskic Géry (The Piast
Free Mining Town of Tarnowskic Goryy in: TARNOWSKIE GORY, Zarys rozivofit pamiat
(Tarnowskie Géry, Au Outline of the Development of the Connry), Katowice 1969, pp.
93-117; idem, Gdmictwo checinskic w XVI 1 XVIlw. | jegoe zwinzki z géroictwem
&l mko—krﬂkowsklm {Mining in the Checiny Region during che XVith and XVII Ceur-
uries and its Connection with Mining in the Silestan-Cracow Arca) iz Dzicje | technila
twigtokrzyskiego gdraictva | hutictwa kryszeonego {The History and Technology of Ore
Mining aud Metallurgy in the Holy Cross Reyion), Warszawa 1972, pp. 107-120; S. Ko-
warczewskr, Kielee Jako osrodek staropolskiego gdrnictwa 1§ hutnicewa (Kiclee as a
Centre of Old-Polish Mining and Mecllurgy), ibid., pp. 29-56; 1. Moevnpa, Inwesty-
gje produkeyjne t kulturalne w nmiasach gdmiczych Europy éredkowowschediicj w
XII-XVIL w. {Production and Cultural Investment in the Mining Towns of Cenrral-
Eastern Europe in the XIIth-XVITth Centurics), * Kivartaltnike Historli Kiltury Material-
ng " vol. XXVIL 1978, noo 1, pp. 15-26; idem, Dzicje Olkusza do 1795 roku (The His-
tory of Olkusz up to 1795) in: Dricje Olbitsza i regionn ofbuskicge { The History of Ollusz
and the Olbusz Regior), vol. 1, Warszawa-Krokéw 1978, pp. 147-340; F. Kirvk, Slaw-
kdw, ibid., pp. 371-396; ], Pazvur, Dzicje Kicle do 1863 roku (Fl'u HHFO!’}J of Kiclee upto
the year of 1863), Wroctaw 1967, W, Dziwurskl, Powstanie | rozwdj Bytnmla feudal-
nego {(do 1806 roku) (The Risc and Growth of Fcuda] Bytom (up to 1806) in: ByTom,
Zarys rozwofy miasta (Byrom, An Oudine of Urban Developinent), Warszawa 1979, pp.
43126, Cf. also A, Wynosisz, Mining in Medicval and Modeen Poland,  Journal of
Enropean Econamic Histery ™, vol. V, 1976, no. 3, pp. 757-762.

4 Sce: Ksivga przyjec do prawa migjskicge w Bochni 1531-1656 (Register of Grants
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There were also small agricultural towns that belonged o
the production-oriented group. This might appear to be para-
doxical since land cultivation and amimal husbandry were purcly
rural occupations, Undoubtcdly, the agrarianisation of Polish
towns in the XVIth-XVIIIth centuries was a factor which ham-
pered and deformed the urbanisation processes. It remained,
however, a fact, and throughout this period in all Polish towns
a part of the rtownsmen were cngaged in animal husbandry and
land tillage, and in many scttlements with municipal rights the
number of burgher-farmers exceeded 30 per cent of the total po-
pulation. Animal husbandry and land cultivation were thus a
permanent and sometimes a dominating clement in the urban
cconomy. This did not mean that agricultural pursuits ousted
trade and the crafts, becanse it was possible for the different bran-
ches of the economy to cooperate. B. Kaczmarski even argues
that during the feudal period agriculture was a town-creating
factor in cases where the farms of the citizen-farmers were parti-
cularly specialised and geared to commodity production intended
for sale outside the town area.s

Research on the agrarian factors in Polish towns during the
XVIth-XVIIIth centuries, although very far from presenting a
complete picture, has shown that the majority of farms belong—
ing to the townsmen were undersized, incapable of guaranteeing
their owners full subsistence and also unable to provide the whole
town with foodstuffs as well as animal and vegetable raw mate-
rials. In the towns of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania (that part
of the Polish Commonwecalth which was considered to have been
most dominated by agricultural towns) the percentage of towns-

of the Town Right in Bochnia, 1531-1656), published by F. Kiryk, Wroclaw 1979;
F. Kmeyk, “ Szlachta w Bochni. Ze studiéw mad spoleczedstwem miast gdeniczvch w
Malopolsce w XVI i pierwszej polowic XVII stalecia” (“ The Gentry in - Bochnia.
From Stadics on the Commumitics in Mining Towns of Little Poland during the XVIth
and the First Half of the XVIith Century ”(, Spoleczenstvo Staropolskie, vol. 11, 1979,
pp- 7t-123, :

5 B. KACZMARSKL, op. cit, p. 218,
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men farmers in the middle of the XVIth century varied from 6
to 88 per cent, but only three-quarters of them owned fars
hugc cnough to providc their only source of subsistence and only_
a half were able to provide commodity production. The output
of those farms satistied the consumption needs of the towns only
to a slight degree.  As few as three of the towns studied were
able to satisty, in this way, approximately 50 per cent ot their
needs, one by 66 per cent,® and only Lipsk-on-thc-Bicbrza was
completely self-sufficient as regards food supplics, although this
was a town planned originally as an agricultural-trade settlement.?
In Wielu, which lay in another region, generally to be dominated
by stall agricultural tOWIS, approximntdy 46 per cent of the
townsmen were farmers during the sccond half of the XVIIth
century but as many as 89 per cont owned undersized property
under 10 morgi (1 morg = 6,578 sq. yards), quite incapable of
feeding one family, 011ly‘ 6 per cent were able to cnsure subsi-
stence for a family and a few of the largest farms with 15-35
morgi (barely 5 per cent) were involved in commodity produc-
tion. All the urban farms of Wielut were able to satisfy only
25-30 per cent of the need for food as regards grain, but comple-
tely met the demand for animal products.® At this same time,
in Nowe-on-the-Vistula over 40 per cent of the urban farms were
insufficient for the needs of their owners, but about a half of them
were commeodity-oriented. Nevertheless, the inhabitants of Nowe

¢ . Ocamadsiy, W kwestii agrarnego charakteru miast Wiclkiego Ksigstwa Li-
tewskiego w XVI wickn {Concerning the Agricultural Character of Towns in the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania during the XVIth Century) in: Studia historica. W 35-lecic pracy
naukawey Henryka Lowmianskiego (Studia historica. The 35th Anniversary of the Scho-
larly Activity of Professor Henryk Lowmianski), Warszawa 1958, pp- 2%0-292,

7 A, Szrremeta, Lipsk w XVIXVIIL w. (Lipsk from the XVIth to the XVIIith
Century) in: Lipsk nad Bicbrza. Motvografia historyczna do 1914r. {Lipsk on-the-Bichrza,
A Historical Monography up fo 1914' Bialystok 1980, pp. 34-35.

% ]. GOLDBERG, Stosunki agrarne i iiastack ziemi wichiskicj w drugici polowie XVIT
i w XVII wieka (Agriadtural Relations in the Towns of the Wielun Region in the Second
Half of the XVIIth and in the XVITth Century), Eédz 1960, pp. 139-154.
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were able to meet only 40 per cent of the need for foodstuffs.°
On the other hand, in the XVIIth century Iiza with 188 fany of
arable land, 200 gardens and less than 150 families living there,
was able to provide entirely for its own food supplies and even
scll a large amount elsewhere." Rescarch conducted by S. Alex-
androwicz on 19 towns in Podlasic in 1580 shows that in 11 cases
a single house had on the avcrage less than a haif of an widka (1
widka = 30 morg) under cultivation (i.e., an insufficient amount
to maintain a family} while in 8 towns land grants excceded half
a widka and provided opportunities for a commodity production.!!
In 1571, 33 per cent of the population of Tykocin were burgher-
farmers. Practically 80 per cent of the burgher farms were of one
widka, or more; most frequent (35 per cent) were farms with haif
a widka, most suitable for the needs of a family but also 35 per
cent were farms with a large land area of 1 to 10 widki, deci-
dedly inclined towards market production. Nevertheless, only
some 65 per cent of the need for foodstuffs in Tykocin were met
by farms belonging to the burghers. During the XVIHth century,
the subdivision of many burgher farms caused their commodity
production to fall considerably. It is estimated that agricultural
production in Tykocin covered only 33 per cent of the town’s.
needs, despite the fact that the percentage of burgher farmers
did not change since the XVIth century.f?

* A. PuyLowsky, Gospadarka Nowego . Wisle w latach 1662-1772. Problemy produkeji
i wymiany (The Econowry of Newe-on-ifie-Visneda, 16621772, Problems of Production and
Exchange), Bydgoszcz 1978, pp. 48.49; of. |. Maroszix, A. Wysosisz, Male miasto
hako odrodek rynku lokalnego i regionalnege na Pomorza Gdanskim w XVILX VI
w, Przykld Nowego nad Wisty (The $Smalf Town as a Centre of a Local and Regional
Market in Eastere Pomerania during the XVIth-XVIIth Centugies.  The Case of Nowe-
on-the-Vistata),  Przeglad Historyczny 7, vol. LXXXI, 1980, no. 1, pp. 139-145.

10 Archiwwm Kapitly Katedralnei 10 Krakowic {AKKK), Inwenearz ddbr biskupstwa
krakowskicgo 1668 1. (An Imvemory of the Estates of the Cracow Bishopric), k. 407v=410.

I 5. ALEXANDROWICZ, Powstanic | rozwdj miast wojewddztwa podiaskicgo (XV w,
- 1 pol. XVIT w.} (The Rise and Growth of Towns in the Podlasie Voivodeship {from
the XVth to the First Half of the XVIith Century), * Acta Baltico-Slavica ™, vol. 1, 1964,
p. 151. :

2 M. Mrdwczynskr, Ludnosé 1 gospodarka Tychocina w XVEXVII w. {The
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The data presented above shows that the percentage of bur-
ghers for whom agriculture was the main, sole and sufficient
soutce of subsistence was actually considerably smaller than that
of burghers who owned farms and that, as a result, the contri-
bution of agricultare to the economy of Polish towns should be
estimated niore Carefully than is often the case. It was universal
practice to combine the management of an agricultural-animal
farm with a craft or trade. In the second half of the XVIlth
century all the merchants and 40 per cent of the artisans of Wiel-

| uft were engaged in agriculture, in other words 15 per cent of

: the burgher farmers had another profession.'* In eight of the
Lithuanian towns examined by Ochmanski, practically 6 per cent
of the town farmers were involved in crafts.'4 In Tykocin 20
per cent of the population in 157} and 30 per cent in 1771 earn-
ed its livelihood cxclusivc];y from agriculturc while in the same
years 40 per cent and 6 per cent combined ;1griculture with some
form of craft or trade.'s The example of Hia, with fertile soil
and a population dominated by farmers but which was also fa-
mous for its pottery and had a significant concentration of the
crafts, would seem to indicate that morc caution is nceded when
using the term *“an agricultural town.”

Attention should be drawn to one more aspect of crop and
live-stock farming by the town dwellers. The burgher-farms
were not only the basis for the subsistence of a part of the towns-
people and provided the town with food, but they also were a
source of plant and animal raw materials for the crafts. This
included the breweries, bakeries and the butcher’s trade and also

Population and Economy of Tyvkocin in the XVIth-XVIIth Centurics), ** Speleczenstivo
Starapolskie 7, vol. Il {in print).

1} b GOLDBERG, op. if., pp. $134-135.

14 I QcHMANSKL, op. dt., p. 293

15 M. MréwczyNsKi, ap. cit.

1o A, Rynkowsga, Przemyst lnjany w Lodzi w donie Krdlestwa Kongresowego (1824~
1832) (The Linen Indwstry in Fods during the Congress Kingdom (1824-1832)), Lodz 1939,
pp. 90-91, 96.
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Al the leather and textile crafts (hides, wool, fibrous plants, dyes).
Therefore, ;1gricu1turc in Polish towns was not a]ways A sign ot
agrarianisation and of a withdrawal from urban economic func-
tions but, at times, it could have accompanied the development
of the crafts by providing an indispensable raw material base,
This was also the case during XIXth century industrialisacion —
the beginnings of the textile industry i LddZ was connected with
the settlements of weavers whose task was to culrivate flax on
the largc plots gralltcd to them; unable to earn a livelihood from
their craft and flax production alone, they also grew vegetables.

Finally, the third group of productive towns consisted of in-
dustrial centres, or to use a description more appropriate to the
pcriod, craft centres. One would expect them to be characterised
by a concentration of artisan workshops and specialisation in spe-
cific branches of prod__uction, yet such a concentration of work-
shops in these Polish towns is not evident. The index of concen-
tration, calculated on the basis of the Lorentz curves for a number
of voivodeships in the Crown at the turn of the XVIth and XVIith
centuries indicates the absence of a clear-cut concentration of craft
workshops (y = 0,38-0,56). This proves that the Polish towns
werc oriented mainly to catering to the needs of the local markets.
The only really great concentration of the crafts was Gdansk, with
over 3,000 workshops in the first half of the XVIith century.!?

The structure of the crafts does not point to the emergence
of specialised production centres or even to a differentiation bet-
ween the towns m this respect, dcpending upon the number of
inhabitants or the fulfilment of other non-productive functions.
Table 1 shows that the sectoral structure of the crafts in the Cracow
town arca (Cracow with Kleparz and Kazimierz) did not differ si-
gnificantly from the remaining 60 towns of the Cracow voivode-
ship at the close of the XVIth century. One can only detect a

'7 M. Bocucka, Gdansk jake ofrodek produlecyiny w XIV-XITI wickn (Ga’mi_\'k as a
Production Centre in the XIVXVIlh Ceniturics), Warszawa 1962, pp. 163-165.
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higher pereentage of specialists in the processing of hides, which
confirms the well-known fact that Cracow was a tannery ceutre,
while the percentage of food-consumption crafts was astonishingly
low, considering that in such a large trade and cultural centre,
onec would cxpect an especially large number of craftsmen of
this type to serve visitors and the local population not engaged
in production. The branch structure is almost identical cven in
distant towns like those of the Kujawy and Cracow voivodeships;
only in textile production did Kujawy fall considerably behind
Little Poland, although the latter had a better developed clothing
and linen production. This would appear to demonstrate the
absence of a clear-cut territorial specialisation in craft production
during the so-called early Polish period. Ounly the Pomeranian
voivodeship was distinct in this respect, since its towns had a
much larger percentage of craftsimen connected with the process-
ing of timber and textiles. The fluctuations of percentages bet-
ween particular craft branches in Cracow, Poznat, Kalisz and
Warsaw were not large; in Warsaw a professional specialisation
different from other towns, appeared only as late s the XVIHith
century.

On the other hand, one is able to detect definite differences
between the degree of specialisation in given towns. The degree
of craft specialisations in the large towns was decidedly larger
than in the medium-sized and small towns; additionally, uniguc
professions not encountered elsewherc appeared in the large towns.
In the Cracow voivodeship the smallest towns with less than 20
artisans had specialists in only a few trades; in 40 towns with over
20 workshops the number of specialisations varied from 6 to 17;
only in Nowy Sacz, which was one of the three towns m the
voivodeship with over 100 artisans, the number of specialisations
amounted to 23 and in the Cracow agglomcration there were
as many as 46, including such crafts as tanners, pursemakers, bel-
lows makers, needle makers, pewterers, knifemakers, watchmakers
and makers of vellum paper not to be found in the rest of the
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votvodeship. In Gdansk the number of specialisations exceeded
60, and this is the real yard-stick of the town’s productive impor-
tance. The number of specialisations was the function of the size
of the market serviced by a given centre. Only in a large town,
or one producing for an cxtensive market, could craftsmen with
a very high df,grcc of spectalisation depend on the sale of their
products. It is characteristic that among the Gdadsk craftsmen
distant markets were dominated not by the most numerous pro-
ducers of ordinary products, but predominantly by specialists in
rare luxury products such as cabinet-makers, goldsmiths, pewter-
, founders and Cordova (cordovan) leather-makers. '8

Although the concentration of the crafts and the specialisa-
tions of particular towns i given branches of production are
i111possible to capture through statistical methods, the Common-
wealth towns, which enjoyed the renown of craft centres and
whose production found its way to markets more cxtensive than
the local one did attain such concentration. In 1580 there were
as many as 84 tannerics in Cracow, 75 in Poznan during the same
period, 54 in the small town of Bielsk Podlaski and 36 in Prze-
myél, i.e., quite clearly there were considerable centres for those
rimes.'® Large concentra_tions of clothmakers cmergcd at the end
of the XVIth and at the beginning of the XVIIth centuries in

1% A. Bocunak, Eksport z miast pruskich w glab polski w zakresie rzemiosha ar-
ty stycznego (The Export of Artifacts from Prussian Towns to the Interior of Poland),
" Studia Pomorskic’ ovel UL 1957, pp. 7-107; M. Renorowskl, Meble gdasskie XVII
i XVII stulecia (Gdansk Furniture from the XVIlth and XVilich Centaries), * Rocz-
itk Gdaaski ™, vol. XVU-XVII, 1964, pp. 93-124; §. Remeowska, Gdasski cech zlotni-
kiw od X1V do kodca XVIH w. (The Gdansk Goldswiths Guild from the XIVith to the Tind
of the XVIHth Ceatury), Gdansk 1971, p. 167 (map II); J. TeoporRowIGZ-CZEREPINSKA,
Zasieg cksportu dzwondw 2 Gdanska w glib Polski drogami’ wodnymi (The Range
of the Export of Bells from Gdansk to the Interior of Polaind on Waterways) in:
Sztuka pobrzeza Baltyln (Art of the Baltic Coast), Warszawa 1978, pp. 409-412.

19 I Turnav, Skoricve edziezone w Polsee XVIEXVIH icks (The Production af
Leatfeer- Clothing in Poland from {J’n' XVIth 1o the XVt Centuries), Wroclkaw 1975, pp.
163-164; J. Maroszek, Rzemioslo w miastach podlaskich w XVI-XVIIL w. (Crafts in
Towns of Podlasie from the XVIth to the XVillth Century) in: M. KwareN, ], Ma-
ROSZEK, A. WYROBISZ, Stndia nad produkcje rzemidshicza w Polsce (XIV-XVHI 1) {Sti-
dies ont the Artisan Production in Poland (XIVih-XUVHIth ¢)), Wrochaw 1976, p. 134,
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some of the towns in Great Poland: in Brzeziny there were over
300 (1 564-1583), in Wschowa - 230 (1634), in Leszno ~ 150 (1635),
in Szadek - 90 (1616), in Konin - 30 (1616). A considerable num-
ber of clothmakers (55) worked in Pomeranian Chojnice in the
sccond half of the XVIth century.? [a, Lagéw and Potylicz
were famous for their pottery. In 1645, 23 owt of the 122 inha-
bited houses in Itza belonged to potters, who paid a tax levied
on 44 pottery wheels. In 1668 there were 61 craftsmen out of
a total of 146 households {42 per cent), iucluding 15 potters (10
per cent of all the householders and 25 per cent of the craftsmen).“
Pottery production in Itza was, thus, able to exceed the needs of
the local market several times over. Indecd, it ts well-known that
at the end of the XVIith century the pots from Itza were noted
down in the Cracow tax registers and in the Brze¢ customs house,
which shows that they reached Lithuania.22 During the years
1564-1565 therc were 50 potters registered in Potylicz, which
amounted to approximately 15 per cent of the professionally ac-
tive population of a small town with less than two thousand
inhabitants.23  Jedrzej Swiccicki wrote that Gréjec in Mazovia

20 A, Maczak, Subkiennichwe wiclkapolskie XIV-XVI wick {Cloth Production in
Great Peland from the XIVth to the XVIIth Cemtury), Warszawa 1955, pp. 246, 203;
S. Gierszewski, Struktura gospodarcza @ funkcje rynkowe wurivjiszych wmisst wojewddztwa
pomerskiego w XVI i XVI w. {The Feonomic Structire and the Market Functions of Swaller
Towns in the Pomeranian Voivodeship during the XUTth and XVIith Century), Gdansk
1966, p. 82 and table 19 on P K.

2t AKKK, Inwentarz débr biskupstwa krakowskicgo 1645 1. (A [nventory of the
Estates of the Cracow Bishapric 1643}, k. 404-405; ibid., Tnwentarz débr biskupstwa
krakowskiego 16681, (An Inventory of the Estates of the Cracow Bishopric 1668),
k. 407v-410.

22 Arkheegmﬁfke_\'ki'i Shornik dokwmentor otwosiashchikhsiak Istorii severosapadnoi Rusi,
vol, II, Wilne 1867, no. 112, pp. 309, 318, 319, 321; vol. IV, no. 74, pp. 253-257, 260.
Cf. A, WawrzyNCzyR, Studia z dzicjdiw handlu Polski z Wiclkim  Ksiestwem  Litewskinm
i Rosig w XVI wicku (Studics in the History of Trade between Poland and the Grand Duchy
of Lithuania and Russia in the XVIth Century), Warszawa 1956, pp. 67-68; J. Mateck,
Stidia wad rynkiem regionalnym Krakowa w XVI wicku (Studies on the Regional Market
of Cracow in the XVIth Century), Warszawa 1963, p. 192,

3 Zerela do istoryi Ubrainy-Rusy, published by M. Hrushevskyi, vol. III, Lwéw
1898, p. 251.
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was famous for the local production of strings for lutes and that
practically the entire population of Goszezyn was engaged m the
production of sieves, which were even sent to Hungary, while
Mogilnica was known for its woven fabrics and poorer quality
cloth.2¢

These reflections Jead to the conclusion that the productive
character of Polish towns in the XVIth-XVIIith centuries cannot
be determined on the basis of rigid quantitative indices based upon
an analysis of the professional structure of the population alone.
Neither the very high nor the very low percentages of a certain
professional group in the structure of the community of a given
town determined its cconomic functions. It seems that the only
acceptable criterion for including a number of carly Polish towns
in the group of productive centres and for cstablishing the domi~
nating branch of production is the crossing of the threshold of
auto-consumption. Production-oriented towns were those which
in a given field produced more commodities that the local market
(i.e., the town itself and its ncarest rural region) was capable of
absorbing. In the case of mining towns this is quite obvious;
they all produced much more than they wsed thenselves. On
the other hand, onc should consider as agricultural towns oily
those which, regardless of the percentage of the population engag-
ed in agriculture or farm owners, satisfied completely their own
needs as regards food and raw naterials of animal or plant origin,
and were able to sell a part of the produce outside. According
0 J. Ochmaiski and other authors, there could have ouly been
such settlements where at least half a lan (widka) of arable fand
belonged to one tamily. There were not, by any means, many
such towns in the Commonwealth,

The question of categorizing craft towns and their Spccialisa—
tion in a given branch of production 15 a most complicated task.

24 8, PAZYRA, Najsff:rszy apls Mazowsza Jedrzefa Swigcickifgo (The Oldest Description
of Mazovia by Jedrzej Swiecicki), Warszawa 1974, pp. 142, 191,
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Satisfying the needs of the local market for certain products de-
pended upon a number of factors, which arc not easily distingui-
shed. In the first place, it was determined by the absorption ca-
pacity of the local market as regards certain goods, and this, i

turn, depended not only upon the number of permanent town
residents but also on visitors who stayed temporarily (e.g., who
attended court sessions, provincial diets, travellers of various kinds),
their wealth, purchasing powers and even individual tastes and
habits. In the second place, the possibility of crossing the auto-
consumption threshold for the artisan workshops of a given spe-
cialisation was determined not only by the number of those work-
shops or their proportion in relation to all the craftsmen, but also
by their productivity and this depended upon the technology
employed and the organisation of labour. We know, for exam-
ple, that one pottery workshop could satisfy the needs of a con-
siderable population and that the appearance of every new potter
already signified such a crossing of the auto-consumption thre-
shold. We also know that the productivity, of a potter rotating
the wheel (and Polish craftsmen passed this barrier of technologi-
cal progress pr(,(nscly i the XVIch century) was larger than that
of a potter who moulded on a disk. All this calls for detailed
tesearch into each craft in turn, into the material aspects of pro-
duction and the consunption of its articles. This is the domain
of a specialised branch of historical research, the history of mate-
rial culture, whose contribution to the historical reconstruction of
the urban economy is indispensable.2s  Of course, many of the
early Polish towns never crossed the auto-consumption threshold
in any of the branches of production, and remained centres for
purely local markets, yet they could additionally fulfil many other

25 A, Wyrosisz, Les sources et les méthodes archéologiques dans les recherches
sur Ihistoire du bas moyen-age ct des temps modernes en Pologne, * Acta Pelonise His-
torica”, vol. XXVIII, 1973, pp. 87-106; Inem, Storia della cultura materiale in Polonia.
Merodo di ricerca, nuova problematica o disciplina scientifica autonoma?, ** Smdi Sre-
ric ", vol. XV, 1974, no. 1, pp. 164-173.
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urban functions, which were non-productive or simply non-eco-
nomic.

The commercial towns constituted the most significant and
tost humerous group among these consumption-oriented towns
which also fulfilled economic functions. In fact every Polish
town i the XVIth-XVIH centuries had such functions, altllough
they were greatly diversificd. The peak of the hicrarchy of the
trade towns was composed of the great emporia through which
was concentrated the trade turnover of the entire country, and
which supervised total exports and imports, accumulated and sold
agricultural products, conducted recail and wholesale trade both
in loxury articles and in all basic commodities {terminal cities).26
In prc—partition Poland only Gdansk played this role. Elblag,
which for some time competed with Gdatisk, never attained such
a status.  About 80 per cent of entire Polish exports and approxi-
matcly 90 per cent of imports passed through Gdansk, making it
the busiest port in the Baltic region and the most important Po-
lish trading centre, where all the currents of Polish trade met.?”

A lower rank in the organisation of trade was represented
by 1argc and mediumesized towns which collected the agricultura]
products of a sizeable region, sold them and engaged in the trade
in luxury and basic articles at a provincial level (* collection ¢i-
ties.”) In Poland, onc could find at least twenty or thirty such
towns during the XVIth-XVIIIth centuries, and these provided

0 | have used the terminology proposed by HUW. Giumore, Trauspertation and the
Gratith of Cities, Glencoe, UL, 1963, pp. 89 and 9.

17 5. Hoszowsk, Handel Gdunska w okresic XV-XVIil w. (Gdansk 'Trade from
the XVth to the XVIith Century), " Zoszpry Nakowe WSE w Krakowie”, no. 11,
1960, pp. 3-56; J. Mareckl, Ziviazli handlowe wiast polskich = Gdarskion w XVI J pier-
wszej potowic XVII wickw (Trade Relations berpeen Polish Towns and Gdansk in the XVIth
and the First Half of the XFHth Cenary), Wrocliw 1968; M. Bogucka, Handel zagra-
nicriy Gdaiska W pierwszef polmpic XVIL vickn (the Foreign Trade of Gdansk in tw
First Half of the X¥ith Centnry), Wroclaw 1970; Ipem, Some Aspects of Commercial
. Relations within the Baltic Region on the Example of Gdansk-Stockholm Trade in
1643, * Studia Maritima 7, vol. 1L, 1980, pp. 108-120; A. Maczax, The Balance of Yolish
Sex Trade with the West, 1565-1646, * Scamdinavian Economic History Rerview ™, vol.
XV, 1970, no. 2, pp. 119-125,

84



Functiotial Types of Polish Towns in the XVI-XVIIIth Centurics

the centres of the economic life of a province, such as Poznan,
Warsaw, Wilno, Lwéw, market towns such as Lublin, Gniezno,
Jarostaw, Eowicz, Grodno and Brzes¢ together with those located
along the Vistula River or any other navigable river or on a
frequented land route, for example, Sandomierz, Kazimierz Dolny,
Stezyca, Plock, Torun, Grudziadz, Bydgoszcz, Tykocin, Lomza
Pultusk and on a smaller scale Solec-on-the-Vistula.2s

Finally, at the very bottom of this hierarchy we find the small
towns which conducted local trade in agricultural products, retail
trade in luxury articles and a wholesale and retail sale in all basic
commodities {* farm-market towns.”) In Poland this was the
most numerous group, and it constituted over 90 per cent of
the total number of towns, with the exception of the * oppida
non habentes fora annua et septimanalia,” a rather mysterious cate-
gory of small towns without the privileges to hold markets and
fairs, mentioned in the poll tax decree issucd in 1520, but of which

28 L. Koczy, Handel Poznania do polowy XVI wickn (Commicrce in Poznad np to the
siiddle of the XVIth Century), Poznas 1930; A. Curuszezewskr, Kupey zbozowi i handel
zbozem w Kazimicrzu Do]nym w drugicj pclowic XVI wicku {Grain Merchants and
the Grain Trade in Kazimictz Dolny in the Second Half of the XVIth Century),
" Roczniki Himanistyczne ”, vol. VI, 1958, no. 5, pp. 87-191; T. Cuuposa, Z zagad-
nies handlu witlinego Warszawy w XVI wicku {Some Problems of the Vistula Trade
in Warsaw during the XVIth Centary), “ Pezegled Historpezny ”, vol. L, 1959, na. 2,
pp- 297-321; J. Mavgcxy, Studia nad rpvkiem regionalnym; M. Kuiczykowski, Kracdiw
jako asrodek tmparowy Mafopm’ski za(hm'ni{j w drt{qftj pufuwft’ XVHI wieku (Cracom as a
Commodity Centre of Western Little Poland in the Second Half of the XVIHIth Century),
Warszawa 1963; A. Wryrosisz, Handel w, Solcu nad Wishy do konca XVII wicku.
Przyczynki do historii rynku wewnetrznege w Polsce przedrozbiorowe] (Trade in
Solec-on-the-Vistula up to the cnd of the XVIth Century. Contributions to the His-
tory of the Domestic Market in Pre-partition Polind), “ Przegled Historpezny ™ vol.
LV, 1966, no. 1, pp. 15-46; H. SamsoNowtcz, Handel Lublina na przelomic XV i
XVI w. (Trade in Lublin at the Turn of the XVth and XVIth Centurics), ** Przegled
Historyezny 7, vol, LX, 1968, no. 4, pp. 612-626; J. Torowski, Rola jarmarkéw ghic-
#nienskich w handlu curopejskim od XV do XVIE wicku (The Role of the Gniczno
Fairs in Eurepean Trade from the XVih to the XVIith Century) in: Gospodarka polska
a enropefska w XVI-XVII tieku (Polish and European Econowmy in the XVIth-XVillih
Coenturies), Poznas 1977, pp. 182-258; |. Oueksickr, Splaw zhoza rzeka Narwia w XVI
wicku {Grain Transport on the Narew River in the XVith Century) in: Studia nad
gospodarka 1 spoleczenstwem Podlasia w XVI-XUVHIL wicku (Srmfies on the Economy and
Society of Podlasic in the XVIth-XVIHth Century), Warszawa 1981,
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we have no concrete examples.?? There were mainly private and
Church towns and those among the royal towns which were the
centres of a starostivo or stewardship (i.c., smaller or larger groups
of cstates.) ¥

Alongstde this hierarchy of XVIth-XVIIIth century trade
towns, onc can observe two types of functions connected with
the organisation of the commedity turnover. One of these func-
tions was fulfilled by small satellite towns which acted as inter-
mediaries in contacts between the rural hinterland and the large
towns, providing them with indispensable raw materials and food-
stuffs. The Poznan decree issued on QOctober 11, 1598 which in-
troduced new strict restrictions as regards trade in food and for-
bade speculation did not, however, prohibit * peddlers to come
to small and local towns or villages in order to buy up such things
(food) and to travel from town to town with them .30 Unfortu-
natcly, the decree does not mention the names of these small set-
tlements which were to mediate in dclivering food supplies to
Poznan,

Another commercial function, which was very typical of the
Polish towns, was scrvices for transit trade. Many towns did not
participate activc]y i trade, and their inhabitants were not engag-
ed in purchases or sales, but they rendered services for the mer-
chants in transit, were employed as waggon drivers, offered tra-
vellers accomodation and meals. Such towns were characterised
by the presence of a rather Jarge numbcer of bakers, butchers and
brewers who could count on an incoming clientele, as well as

2% Corpuis furis Polonici, vol. [T, no. 341, p. 599

A, Wiropisz, Rola niiast prywatnych w Polsce w XVI i XV wicku (The Role
miast prywatnych w Polsce w XVI i XVIl wicku (The role of Private Towns in Po-
land in the XVIth and XVIith Centuries), Przeglad Historyezny 7, vol. LXV, 1974,
no. 1, p. 28; Ipem, Polityka Firlejow wobce miast w XVI wicku i zalozenie Janowca
nad Wisly (The Policy of the Firley Family towards Towns in the XVIth Century
and the Foundation of Janowicc-on-the-Vistula), ** Przcglad Historyczuy ”, vol. LXI,
1970, no. 4, pp. 581-584, 602-603. :

A1 Opisy 1 lustracjc Poznania w XVI-XVHI wickn (Descriptions and Inspections of Poz-
nai in the XVIh-X VI Centuries), published by M.]. Mika, Pognas 1960, no. 22, p. 45.
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blacksmiths, wheelwrights and cartwrights whose help was needed
by the travellers.32 In the oplinion of J. Ochmanski, servicing the
needs of transit trade was the main task of the small towns in
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and restriction to only this type
of activity demonstrates the economic underdevelopment of such
townships. 3

It is characteristic that in the Polish towns with such diverse
and important trade functions, the number of merchants Wwas, as
a rule, rather small and frequently they were not even mention-
cd in the sources. This is understandable, since the majority of
towns were active only in offering services to the traders or con-
ducted trade on a local scale. Here the participation of merchants
was superﬂuous, since the commodities passed dircctly from the
hands of the producer to the consumer. The merchant became
necessary only on the level of rcgional, domestic or international
trade, when wholesale trade, long distance transport or large ca-
pital were involved. Therefore, once will find larger numbers of
merchants only in sizeable towns, and in the small one - peddlers
:nd individual professional traders.®* The percentage of inhabi-
tants who were professionally engaged in trade could have been
completely disproportionate to the role which a given town play-

ed in this ficld.

It should also be remembered that cspecially in the second
half of the XVIIth and during the XVIIIth centuries comniodity
exchange in Poland was conducted not only in towns but also at
rural markets. We can nante about 400 such market villages which

32 A Wyrontsz, Badania nad historia malych miast w Polsce (Rescarch into the
History of Stnall Towns in Peland), “ Przegled Historyczny ™, vol. LIX, 1968, no. 1,
p. 131

3 J. OCHMARSKEL, op. cif., p. 294,

# A Wyrossz, Handel w Solou uad Wishy, pp. 42-44; Ipem, Inwcentarz miasta
Solca z 1787 roku (An Inventory of the Town of Solec from 1787), * Studia z dzicjdw
rzesifosta § prremrysiu ", vol. IV, 1964, p. 183; Toem, Small Towns in XVIth and XVIIth
Century Poland, ™ Aete Polonise Historica ", vol. XXXIV, 1976, pp. 158-159; J. Ma-
ROSZEK, A. Wyropisz, op. cif., pp. 139sqq. :

§7




Audrzej W ymbisz .

functioned on the basis of royal privileges, but without town
rights. They were scattered throughout the entire country, al-
though individual concentrations were to be found in Podlasie,
Pomerania, south-western Great Poland and southern Little Po-
land.3s '
Prc—partition Poland had no banking towns to compare with
Florence and Bruges during the late Middle Ages in Western
Europe or Geneva in modern times. Until as late as the bcgmn—
ing of the XVIIth century there were no banks in Poland in the
full meaning of the word. To a certain degree the role of finan-
cial centres was Playcd by Cracow, with the banking houses of
the Boner and Montelupi families active in the XVIth century,
and Gdansk, where the Loytz's became operative in the XVIth
century and Jerzy Hewel in the first half of the XVIIth century,
with a large accumulation of capital. Beginning with 1579 there
appeared many devotional banks (“ montes pictatis ) but these
were merely credit institutions of small significance.  Only in
the sccond half of the XVIIIth century did Warsaw become a
banking centre in the modern sense.  As surrogates for centres
for credit operation there were the so-called ™ contracts™ (perio-
dical assemblies held to conduct transactions concerning the sale
and purchase of landed property, tenancics, cessions of life an-
nuities in royal estates, the payment of dowries) as well as trans-
actions of a credit nature, such as the pledging of estates, the pur-
chase of rents and the taking of loans with real estate as deposit.
The “ contract” assemblies were attended mainly by magnates
and the gentry, and took place from the second half of the X VIth
century in Poznan, Lwdw, Cracow, Przemysl, Luck, Betz and
Sandomierz, at the close of the XVIIth century in Dubno and
later in Kiev. As a rule they were held in January (Poznat being
the exception with contracts at the end of june) and lasted for a

35 ]. Maroszex, Targowiska wicjskie w Polsce w drugiej polowie XVI1 1 w XVIII
wicku {Rural Markets in Poland in the second Half of the XVIith and in the XVIIIth
Century) (PhD dissertation, unpublished).
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number of weeks, often coinciding with inarkets or land court
sessions.* Omnce a year contract towns became the meeting place
of the gentry from a single or from several provinces. According
to the estimates made by J. Bielecka, during the * contracts ™ the
population of Lwéw increased by about 15 to 20 per cent {second
half of the XVIlith century). The entire affair resembled a com-
bination of a large fair and provincial diet, and exerted a similar
influence upon the whole town. The township itself did not
participate in the “contracts” actively; the burghers played a
small part (e.g., in Lwéw during the 1676-1686 pcriod they
amounted to only 2.5 per cent of all the contracting parties and
contributed not quite 2 per cent of the capital, in the years 1717-
1724 their participation incrcased to nearly 4 per cent but the
involvement of their capital fell to 1.4 per cent.}37  As a result,
the town did not gain much profit from the credit operations
performed in it. On the other hand, it was compelled to pro-
vide accomodation and food to the Incoming gentry, which
meant an enormous growth of the market for commodities and
services, but even more frequently became an unbearable burden,
as was demonstrated by the complaints made by burghers and
the gentry, and by debates during the provincial diets.3 This is
evident proof of the economic weakness of the Polish towns,
which were incapable of making use even of very profitable
situations. ‘

The consumption-oriented towns included also those which
fulfilled various functions of a socio-political, and not economic,

i M. Wasowrcz, Komtrakty lwowskic w latach 1676-1686 (Lvov Contracts in
the Years 1676-1686), in a supplement; S. Steckr, Kontrakty lwowskic w latach 1717-
1724 (Lvov Contracts in the years 1717-1724), Lvov 1935; ]. Bietecka, Kontrakty
Iwowskie w latach 176B-1775 {wptyw picrwszego rozhiory Polski, 1772c., na kon-
trakty lwowskie) (Lvov Contrats, in the years 1768-1775, the Influence of the First
Partition of Poland, 1772, upon Lvov Contracts), Poznas 1948; Ipem, O zjazdach kon-
traktowych w Polsce {On Contract Conventions in Poland), ** Roczniki Dziejéw Spo-
lecznych i Gospodarezych ™, vol. XVI, 1954, pp. 152-171,

17 M. Wasowice, op. cif, 5, 119; S, SiEGEL, op. cit., p. 192

3 M. Wasowrcz, op. dt., p. 35.
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nature, i.e., centres of administration at various levels, residential,
culeural and religious centres, garrison towns and forts and, final-
ly, health resorts and tourist centres. A speciﬁc category of towns
housed offices of the central authorities, royal residences, parlia-
mentary sessions, ete. (In Europe during the early modern period,
these were the capitals of absolutist monarchies - Paris, London,
Madrid, Stockhohn and Copcnlmgcn.) Their dcvclopmcnt differ-
ed from that of the remaining towns in a given state, both as
regards economy and the social structure, urban planning and
building construction, since they had to adapt themselves to ca-
tering to tie royal court, the residences of the aristocrats who
gathered at the king’s side, the crowds of higher and lower offi-
cials, military regiments maintained by the royal court, people
who came from all over the country to the royal court, to attend
sessions of parltament, to the central offices as well as to the fo-
reign legations. The peculiarity of the situation in the Polish
Commonwealth during the XVIth-XVIIth centuries consisted of
the fact that apart from the official capital, which until the end
of the XVIth century was Cracow and then Warsaw, and the
capital of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, which during the entire
period was Wilno, there cxisted a few other towns with similar
features where, for example, diets or tribunals congregated.  Up
to 1569, Piotrkdw fulfilled the functions of a diet town: in the
years 1493-1567, 38 scyms convened there out of a total number
of 72.%  After 1569, the seyms assembled as a rule in Warsaw,
where from 1573 onwards clections also took place. Cracow,
after the loss of its status as a capital, remained the place of the
coronation seyuis. Piotrkéw, on the other hand, after 1578 be-
came the scat of the Crown Tribunal alternating with Lublin.
From 1613 the Treasury Tribunal as a rule sat in Radom. The
numerous gentry conventions which accompanied the tribunal

3 W, Konorczyasr, Chronologia sejinéw polskich £493-1793 {A Chronology of
Polish Sevins, 1893-1793), ** Archinnn Kowisfi Historyeznef ™, 2nd series, vol, 1V, na. 3,
Krakdw 1948, pp. 132-140,
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sessions gave Piotrkéw, and especially Lublin, the features of a
capital town; Radom did not undergo such a change since the
Treasury Tribunal was of a lesser significance and was constitut-
ed as a permanent institution much later (in fact as late as 1717)
than the Crown Tribunal and was also liquidated earlier (1764).
Up to 100,000 members of the gentry arrived in Warsaw to attend
the elections,® while fewer gathered at the seyms and tribunals.
This created colossal problems connected with providing lodgings
and food, and the maintenance of order and cleanliness: it was
also the cause of a rise in prices.*!

In all the towns which played the role of capitals — Cracow,
Warsaw, Wilno, Lublin and Piotrkéw — there appeared nume-
rous royal, magnate and gentry residences. In Piotrkéw, apart
from the royal castie and the separate palaces of the queen and the
princes, thete also existed an entire section of magnate manor
houses know as Wielka Wied. 42 After the transference of the sta-
te capital and the royal residence from Cracow to Warsaw, the
construction of magnate, gentry and Church residences around
the new capital made speedy progress. Krzysztof Opalinski wrote
in 1642 to his brother Lukasz: “ If you should not want to pur-

40 Sce; the report by Francis Gorden on the clection of Whdystaw TV and by -
Michel David de la Bizarditre from the clection of Augustus 1T in: Cwdzozicmey ww Polsce.
Relacje i opimie (Forcigners in Poland. Reports and Opinions), published by J. Gintel,
vol I, Krakéw 1971, pp. 221 and 371.

4i The papal nuncio Marescotti also compliined in 1681 aboot the high costs of
living in Warsaw during a sepsr: *one always has to provide for oncself before the
seynt session because afterwards as a result of an unheard of influx of people, cverything
is extremely dear ™ (Zbide pantiptwiliéne istoryeziiych o dawnej Polszeze (Cn”cfrm' Histo-
rical Meweirs abont Ol Poland), published by JLUL Niemcewicz, vol. IV, Warsuzwa
1822, p. 315). On the state of sanitary conditions see: J. Gromsga, Kiltura saiitarna
Warszawy do kowca XV . (The Sanitary Crlture of Warsaw up to the Ind of the XV1HH,
Century), Warszawa 1977.

42 H. Rurkowskr, Zamec w Piotrkowic (The Castle in Plotrkéw), ™ Kivartalnik
Arehiteltury § Urbanistylki”, vol. 111, 1958, no. 2, pp. 162-1063; Ipem, Piotrkéw ‘Trybu-
nalski w XVI i picrwsze] polowic XVII wickn jake micjsce zjnzddw szlacheckich (Piotr-
kéw Trybunalski in the XVIth and in the first half of the XVIlth Century as the Place of
Gentry Couventions) in: 750 far Piotrkowa Trybunalskiege (75’() Yiears of Piotrledti Trybn-
nau’fl:) Piotrkéw 1967.
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chase the buildiug site in Warsaw, I shall pay for it myself ac-
cording to arrangements made. 1 shall try to put up a building
so that my sons would, God willing, have somewhere to stay,
considering that T am not sure whether they will be hereditary
voivodes.” Four years later he urged his brother to supply tim-
ber for the manor house and stressed that ““ onc has to build in
Warsaw .43 This cmphasis upon the construction of 2 Warsaw
residence is quite untderstandable; for a number of years Kryzsz-
tof was already the voivede of Poznan, and therefore one of the
leading scnators and active participants in the political life of the
capital. The absence of interest on the part of Eukasz is equally
understandable; apart from the fact that the younger of the Opa-
litski brothers was more of an intellectual than a politician, in
1642-1646 he did not yet hold the office of a senator and was
not obliged to stay in Warsaw. Adam Jarzebski in his * Gosci-
tice albo krétkie opisanic Warszawy " (A Gift, or a Short Descrip—
tion of Warsaw), published in 1643, described 65 magnate resi-
dences 44 which increased to 74 in the period preceding the wars
with Sweden.  All these buildings were destroyed during the
1656-1657 campaigns, but as carly as 1659 there were once again
17 residences, in 1669-76, and ca. 1700 as niany as 90.45 At the
turn of the XVIIth and XVIIith century, 17.8 per cent of the
Warsaw suburbs belonged to the geniry but 57.7 per cent of
the area was used by them.4¢ All three monarchs of the Vasa

4 Listy Krzysztofa Opalinskicgo do brata Lukasza 1641-1653 (The Letters of Krzysz-
tof Opalinski to His Brother Lukasz, 1641-4613), published by R. Pollak et al,, Wroclw
1957, pp. 74, 327, 329-330, 344, 348,

4 A Jarzessgr, Coscinice albo kritkie opisanic Warszawy (A Gift or a Short Deserip-
tion of Warsairr), published by W. Tomkicwicz, Warszawa 1974,

a5 I Putkowska, Wplyw ﬁmkcij mnsta sefmowego i rczydcncjoualncgo na rozwoj
przestrzeny zespolu micjskicgo Warszawy i okolic w XVII w. (The Influence of the
Functions of a Seym and Residential Town upon the Layout of the Urban Complex
of Warsaw and the Environs in the XVIith Century), ** Kwartaluik Architekiniry i Us-
banistyki ", vol. XX, 1975, no. 4, pp. 281-282. :

% See: ]. Purkowska, * Rewizja § pomicrzenic ma prety ulic warszawskich przez
Ivimana z Gameren jako muaterial srédlowy do badas nad rozwojem przedmicsé Wars-
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dynasty and later Jan IIT Sobicski, as well as their contemporary
miagnates, endeavoured to realize the dircctives of Glorgio Vasari's
treatise about the ideal town (1598), according to which the king
should have an official residence in the centre of the town, a palace
with a gardcn in the suburbs, a suburban villa and a hunting
lodge, while the rich nobleman should enjoy a private palace
near the royal residence, a smaller palace with a garden for re-
creation and a suburban villa.47

The Polish capitals thus received a speciﬁc architectural pro-
file and created unique layouts, as they became surrounded by
extensive suburbs with residences. One should expect the pro-
fessional structure in such towns also to have been special, in
connection with the need to cater to the manor houses and the
crowds of visitors. Therefore, services, food, luxary and build-
ing crafts should have dominated. In fact, this was not the case
and the sectoral structure of the crafts in these towns did not
differ from other urban centres (ride supra Table 1}. The pres-
ence of the royal court and magnate residences, as well as the
numerous gentry, did not influence the professional structure of
the population. Perhaps certain anomalies of demand for artisan
products and scrvices became camouflaged by the presence of
royal and magnatc servitors, or the increased numibers of appren-
tices and journeymen in certain guild workshops, were not re-
corded in the fiscal sources upon which we have based our com-
parison since they covered only the tax-paying guild masters.
We know from other sources that in the capitals guild restric-
tions underwent a certain modification. The guilds were compell-
ed to accept numecrous non-guild craftsmen. Morcover, during
the seym sessions, elections and other large conventions, guild pri-

zawy w drugicj potowic XVII wicku {The Revision and Meusurcment into Rods of
Warsaw Streets by Tylman of Gameren as a Source for Research inte the Develop-
ment of  Warsaw Suburbs in the Sccond Half of the XVIith Century), * Kwartaliik
Architektury | Urbanistyli 7, vol. XI1X, 1974, no. 2, pp. 162, led.

47 (3. Vasawm, La Cittd ideale, a cara di V. Stefanclli, Rowma 1970, pp. 106-126,
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Tame |
THL PROFESSIONAL STRUCTURE OF CRAFTS (BY SECTORS) IN CERTAIN POLISH TOWNS FROM THE
XVIth-X VIIith CENTURIES (%)

Towus and years Textile Foods Leather Woodwork Metal =~ Ceramic and building  Others and undefined

60 rowns of the Cracow

voivodeship (without the

Cracow agglomeration and

Bobowa and Dzialoszyce)

1381 23,1 26,4 24,9 58 10,8 3,7 53

the Cracow agelomeration

{Cracow with Kuvimierz

and Kleparz)

ztquid g Dzapuy

1581 20,1 16,9 32,1 8,1 13,1 3.0 4,7
Warsaw 1640 223 i77 193 A 20,0 3,3 7.5
1659 24,7 6.0 21.6 9,5 25,0 9.5 7.7
1734 20,7 9.7 249 12,6 1,2 10,5 11,0
Pozuan 1579-1550 13,5 24,7 289 3,2 12,9 4,4 10,4
Kalisz 159 29,4 22,9 15,9 9,5 2.4 6,4 3,5
1608 22,7 18,9 23,4 7.6 15.8 6,4 3,2
1620 23,6 18,1 - 23,6 83 14.6 9.0 2,8
1629 224 15,3 21,7 11,2 14,0 11,5 35

22 towns of the DBrzedé-
Kujawy and lnowroclaw
voivodeships
1583 12,5 25,0 22,7 5.9 8,0 44 21,5
13 rowns of the Pomeranian
voivodeship {without
Gdask and Gnicw)
1570 3L 17,1 w5 13,3 10,9 6,3 0.6

Soarces: AGAD, ASK 1, 121; |. MALecks, Stidia nad rynkicm regionalnym Krakowa w XVI wicky (Studies on the Cracowr Reglonal Market in the XV Ith
cenfiny), Warszawa 1963, table 17 (iccording to estimates madc by the author); Zrédle do dzicfbw Warszawy. Rejestry podathowe | taryfy wicruchomasii
1510-1770 (Seurrces for the History of Warsaw. Tax Registers and Real Estate Tariffs, 1510-1770), published by A. Berdecka, ]. Rutkowska, A. Sucheni-
Grabowska, H. Szwankowska, Wurszawa 1963, pp. 54-56, 136-154, 391-460; J. Wrsrocki, Organizagia prawna poznaiskicgo rzemiosla 1w XVI i XV1T
wickn {The Legal Organisation of Poxnan Crafis during the XUVIth and XVIith Centuries), Poznafh 1963, p. 23 (according to the estimates made by the
authori: A. Nowax, Rozwdj gospodarczy Kalisza w XVI-XVIII w. {The Economic Growth of Kalisz from the X¥Ith to the XVIIth Century) in:
Dzicje Kalisza (The History of Kalisz), ed. by W, Rusitski, Poznait 1977, pp. 175-176; Z. Guibon, Zaludniceic miast kujawskich w X VI i picrwszej
potowiv XVII wicku (The Population of the Kujawy Towns during the XVIth and the first half of the XViIth Century), * Prace Komisyi Historii "
vol. I, 1963, pp. 70-71; 5. Gisrszpwski, Stribtura gospodarcza § funkge rynkowe muiciszych miast wojenddztiva pomorskicge w XVI i XUVH w. (The Eco-
notnic Stoictie and Market Finetions of Smaller Towns in the Pomeranian Voivedeship during the XVIth and XVIIth Centorics), Gdaisk 1906, bl 14,
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vileges were suspended in order to ensure services for the enor-
mous number of travellers and to increase the number of crafes-
mer, either by increasing the number of local workshops or by
admitting outsiders. The statutes of the tailors’ guild in Old
Warsaw, which normally allowed a workshop to employ only
three apprentices (court tailors only two, while guild elders as
many as four), made it possible to accept an additional fourth
apprentice for the period of the seym (according to the statute
issued in 1717, a guild elder was allowed to employ “ as many as
needed 7).#  Onc can also suspece that the niagnate entourages
and the mass of gentry, together with their servants, who arrived
to attend the seyms, clections and eribunals, did not suddenly in-
¢ ~ase the need for food, artisan products and services since every
magnate or nobleman took along supplics for his stay in the capital
or had them brought in specially from his estate. When in 1647
Krzysztot Opalitiski made preparations to come to the seym, he
planned to send on the Bug River from Kowel to Warsaw * food
and supphies " necessary for the entire period of residence in the
capltal and advised his brother Lukasz to do the samc.#

Inasmuch as the towns which housed the ceneral authorities
and the royal residence were distinguished from among the others
if not by their cconomic role then at least by their physical layout
and architecture, the capitals of voivodeships, lands, counties or
bishoprics had no distinctive featurcs, unless they were also trade
centres in addition to their admmistrative functions. At the voi-
vodeship or lower level, the status of a capital did not guarantee
any prerogatives or benefits ot un cconomic nature. It is true
that Poznaii, Lublin, Lwéw and Cracow {after the royal residence
was moved to Warsaw) remained lively centres of production
and exchange, but the administrative tasks at the level of a voi-

@ W. Wojctecsowsxa, Cech krawiecki Staref Warszawy w XV stlecin, (The
Tailor Guild of Old Warsaw during the XVHIths Century), Warszawa 1934, pp. 50-37,
63-64, B2-83,

¢ Listy Krzysziofu Opalinskicgo, p. 385; of. also p. 451.
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Vodcship did not influence this. In turn, Drohiczyn, Brzesé Ku-
jawski, Sieradz or Lcczyca, although also capitals of voivode-
ships, remained towns of at best medium size with a rather dull
cconomic life. A magnate residence could have had more signi-
ficance than the location of courts or ofhices, and i such a case
a town began o play the role of an cconomic support to such
a residence, be it a royal town which could have been the resi-
dence of a starosta, although more frequently it was the palace
of a bishop in a Church town or that of a magnate in his private
town. Considering that these problems have been already di-
scussed often elsewhere, there is no need to return to them in
detail. s

The most important social functions of a town included those
connected with culture, science and education. To some extent
these were fulfilled by all the towns, but we shall consider only
such towns as played this role not exclusively in relation to
the local community but on a larger scale, acting as cultural
centres for the entire comtry, province or at least a large region.
During the XVIth-XVIIIth centuries this was the case for those
Polish towns with renowned universities or secondary schools of
a particularly high level of teaching, which drew young people
from the entirc country. At the time, only Cracow and Wilno
were university towns.  The Cracow Academy began to decline
in the second quarter of the XVIth century, a process which
continued and progressed throughout che entire XVIIith and a
part of the XVIIIth centuries. The Wilno school of higher learn-
ing woun the rank of a untversity as late as 1579, and as a new
institution for a long time did not p]ay a more significant role in
scholarly life. Both academies were stimulated by the reforms
introduced by Hugo Kotlataj in the second half of the XVillth

st A, Wynosisz, Rola miast prywatnych, pp. 35-36; IpeM, Miasta prywatne w
Polsce XVI-XVIIL w. juko inwestycje kulturaine (Private Towns m Peland from the
XVIth to the XVIIRth centary as Colural Investenes), * Kivarraluik Historii Kultury
Materialie] 7, vol. XXVI, W78, no. i, pp. 49-50.
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century. In Wilno and in Cracow, large towns with diverse
economic and social functious, the professional bodies and groups
of students munbering a few hundred were only a small sector
of a much more numerous and diversified urban community.
During the XVIth century, the Lubraiski Academy in Poznaf
was famous in its own right, and Poznai was described by Marcin
Kromer as the second university town in the Rcalm. The Aca-
demy in Zamo$é was founded in 1594 and was intended by Jan
Zamoyski to become a rival of the Cracow Academy. The pre-
sence of numerous secondary schools of an extremely high level of
teaching and a wide range of influence was characteristic of the
Polish education system during the second half of the XVIth and
the first half of the XVIIth centurics. These were predominantly
various non-conformist schools {Calvinist, Arian (Polish Bre-
thren), Lutheran, Bohemian Brethren) and, after the 1560, also
Jesuit colleges. Such schools were located, as a rule, in smnall,
frequently private towns with a population which did not exceed
two thousand, whose owners were protectors of the non-confor-
mist places of learning 5! attended by young people not only
fron1 the vicinity but also from distant parts of the country. The
Jesuit college in Pultusk drew pupils from all of Mazovia, western
Great Poland and Little Poland.2 Tn the years 1566-1773, over
25,000 graduates passed through the Pultusk School, and during
its peak period, at the turn of the XVIth and XVIith century,
600 to 900 pupils pursued their studies there at the same time.
In Rakdw the number of students of the local Arian Academy
supposcdly reached 1,000. This amounted to practica}ly half

st A, Wyrostsz, Rola miast prywatnych pp. 43-44; Ipem, Miasta prywatne, pp.
52-53.

2 §. Koramskt, Z dzicjdw szkolnictwa 1 kultury w Pultusku (From the History
of the Schools and Culture of Pultusk) in: Puitusk, Studia § materialy 2 dzicjidw miasta
i regionne (Pubask, Studics and Marerials concerning the History of the Region), vol. I, Wars-
zawa 1969, pp. 72-79.
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of the permanent inhabitants of the small towuship which became
a college town.3?

In pre—partition Poland there were no tourist centres, although
the publication alrcady in the first half of the XVIith century
of such works as the * Getsciniee albo krotkic opisanic Warszawy ™
by Adam Jarzebski (1642) or the “ Klejuoty Stofecznego Miasta
Krakowa” (The Jewels of the Capital Town of Cracow), ascribed
to P. H. Pruszcz (1647; subsequent cditions in 1650 and 1745)
scem to prove the beginning of interest into what might be de-
scribed as tourism.  On the other hand, pilgrimage centres werce
close to the modern concept of tourism and there was no lack
of them during the Counter Reformation priod. One of these
was Gora Kalwaria near Warsaw, which based its existence en-
tirely upon catering for pilgrims. “Incoming and outgoing
guests ', wrote bishop Stefan  Wierzbowski, the founder of
Gbra Kalwaria in the location act of 1672, “ should have all

~comforts, and with this in mind we should attend to and try to

supply oats, hay, becr and other necessaiia ad vietm 754 Also
Czegstochowa to a certain dcgre{: connected its existence with
pilgrims.  Stefan Krakowski, the author of mounographs about
Old Czestochowa, considers that catering for pilgrims was one’
of the foundations for the development of crafts and trade during

the XVIth and the first half of the XVIIth century. Itis a fact,

though, that in Old Czestochowa there was practically no single
group of the population professionally engaged in trade (only
in 1581 were four peddlers mentioned, while stall-keepers were
noted in the sources on a few occasions); the number of artisans

$2 8. Matanowicz, Ludnosé miasta Rakowa w XVII 1 XVIII wicku (The Popul-
ation of the Town of Rakoéw in the XVIth and XVIlUth Centuric 5), in; Rakdw, Ogni-
sko arianizmn (Rarow, An Arian Stronghold), Krakéw 1968, p. 23; S. Tync, Zarys
dziejow wyiszej szkoly Braci Polskich w Rakowie 1602-1638 {An Outlinc History of
the Higher School of the Polish Brethren in Rakéw 1602-1638), ibid., pp. 142 and (54,

# Quoted according to A. Liczrinskt, Géra Kalwaria - lokacjn 1 uklad przeser-
zenny miasta (L670-1690) (Gora Kalwaria - Foundation and Layout of the Town (1670~
1690), “ Kwartaluile Architehttry ¢ Urbanistyki ”, vol. 11, 1957, npo. 3-4, p. 214,
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was also not imposing, although S. Krakowski maintains that
approximately 50 per cent of the inhabitants were connected
with various crafts, frequently together with land cultivation or
the production of beer and spirits. It is true that the handful
of Czestochowa's artisans were dominated by butchers, bakers
and shoemakers (in the years 1564-1660 they always numbered
up to 65-85 per cent of all the craftsmen), that is trades which
were certainly most necessary in a town which played host to
a large namber of visitors.** Unfortunately, we know practically
nothing about the functioning of such pilgrimage centres as
Wejherowo or Kalwaria Zcbrzydowska, not to mention tens
of lesser ones. One should stress that many popular pilgrimages
were not at all connccted with towns (Kalwaria Paclawska,
Studzianna-Poswigtne).

Pilgrimages were only an exceptional case of functions cha-
racteristic for a centre of a rciigious cult. In reality, every towin
was such a centre, since there were no townships in Poland without
a parish church of their own, which in the case of small settle-
ments also served the neighbouring villages. Towns also contained
numerous monasteries and convents, and practically all the Church
institations were connected with the higher levels of Church
administration, i.e., cathedrals, cathedral and col]cgiatc clmptcrs.
The concentration of the Catholic clergy was much higher here
than in the villages. Also other denominations and religious faiths
were active in the urban environment and some of them, e.g.,
the Jewish synagogues, were to be found only here. During
the XVIith-XVIIIth centurics, the concentration of the clergy
and Church institutions on certain towns sometimes became
abnormally largc. During the XVlIIth century Wielus, a town
with approximately 1,000 inhabitants, had five largc monaste-
ries apart from a collegiatc church and a modest-sized church

55 8. Krakowski, Stara Czestochowa (Ol Cazpstochowa), Czestochowa 1948, pp.
173-175. :
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of St. Barbara.3¢ In 1580 the Church institutions owned appro-
Xinutcly 35 per cent of all real estate in Cracow, while as early
as 1667 55 per cent of the built-up area was in its hands.s? In
the first half of the XVIIth century, thirtcen new churches were
erected within the town walls of Cracow and in the suburbs,
while 2 number of others were added in the second half of the
same century.™® In the latter part of the XVIkth century there
were 34 churches in Cracow itself and 30 in Kazimierz, Kleparz,
Stradom and the suburbs.® They included small churches {e.g.
St. Wojciech [Adalbert], and those of the female contemplative
orders which werc not accessible for all the faithful, but there
were also very large churches as well as those frequented on a
mass scale and belonging to orders cngaged in propagating the
faith (Jesuits, missionarics and all varieties of the mendicant rules).
There was one church in the town's agglomeration for every
group of less than 700 pernanent residents of Cracow, which
indicates the overwhelming concentration of churches and clergy'
and the XVIIth century transformation of the city into a centre
with expanded religious functions. This was an unintentional
result of Cracow losing its rank of capital and its signiﬁcance
as a trade centre; the place of shrinking economic and admini-
strative functions was taken by religious oncs.

s6 Kataleg zabythdw sztulei w Polsce (Catalogue of Art Monnments in Poland), vol. 11,
Warszawa 1954, pp. 380-384,

57 M. NIwikskl, Stanowy podzial wl‘lsnoéa nieruchomwej w Krakowie XVI i
XVII stulecia {An Estate Division of Real Estates in XVIth and XV1ith Century Cracow)
in: Studia historyezne kw czci Stanistawa Kutrzeby {Historical Studies Dedicated to Stapislaw
Kautrzcba), vol. 1, Krakéw 1938, pp. 559 -and 573.

8 A, Wynonisz, Ze studidw nad budownictwem krakowskim w kosicu XVI iw
pierwsze] polowic XVII wickn (Studies in the History of Building in Cracow at the
end of the XVIth and in the first half of the XVIth Century), © Przegled Historyczny ™,
vol. XLIX, 1958, no. 4, pp. 657661,

s« PH. Pruszcz, Stolecznege wiasta Krakowa loicioly i kivjnoty... {The Churches and
Jewels of the Capital City of Cracow...), Krakéw 1647 (enlarged editions in 1650 and
1745; published by K.J. Turowski in t861); Katalog zabythéw sztuki w Polsee, vol. 1V,
parts 2 and 3, Warszwwm 1971 and 1978, including descriptions of extant sites and de-
stroyed churches (in the introduction).  Cf. also A. Wyrosisz, Ze sdide, foc. cit.
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At this time garrison towns and forts began to appear in mo-
dern Europe and in the colonies. For the urban economy, the
location in a threatened frontier area or other places important
from a strategic point of view, their fortification and finally, the
stationing of a permanent garrison led to a predominance of
services and supplies for the army, while soldiers came to consti-
tute a significant percentage of the population.

In Poland, the only fortress city witha garrison was Kamieniec
Podolski which during. the XVIIth and XVIIth centuries was
governed by a special commander.® Zamoé¢, Brody, Zétkiew,
Brzezany and perhaps a few other towns belonging to the magnates
and located in the castern borderline areas, were also forts.s
The rest were either entirely unfortified or were surrounded by
medieval walls (among them, Cracow), and cven those where
the fortifications were modecrnised in the XVIIth century (Gdansk,
Toruft, Warsaw, Lwéw), were not fortresses proper, and none
housed larger military units. The Polish regular army was small
and there was neither the nced nor the conditions to create any
urban garrisons. The private armies were also small, since the
magnates preferred to call troops to arms only when the need
arose rather than pay the generally high costs of their mainte-
nance.82  The permanent garrison tn Zamo$¢ was composed of
at best little over a hundred soldiers, and was barely sufficient to
supply sentries and guards to assist the administration, which
was incapable of defending the fort without additional rein-

¢¢ A, MILosEDzki, Budownictwe militarne miast polskich w okresic nowozytnym
(Military Constructions in Polish Towns during the Modern Perlod), * Kiwartalnik
Histori Kultury Materiabtej ", vol. XXVE, 1978, no. 1, pp. 43-44.

L M. Osivski, Zanick w Zéthwi {The Castle in Zétkicw), Lwdéw 1933; O. Sosno-
wski, Studium pierwotnego zatozenia (1586r.) i obwarowania (1630-35) miasta Bro-
déw (A Study on the Original Foundation {1586) and Fertification {1630-35) of the
Town of Brody), * Binletyn Historii Saiuki { kaltury 7, vol. IL, 1934, no. 4, pp. 247-
253; S. Hemsst, J. Zacuwarowicz, Twierdza Zamost (The Fort of Zamosd), Warszawa
1936; A. Miosepzsi, op. cif., pp. 37-43.

#2 W, Czarunski, . Diveosz, Zyce codzienne wmagnaterii polsidiej w XVII wickn
(Everyday Life of the Polish Magnates in the XVIth Century), Warszawa 1976, pp. 62-63.

101



Aundrzcj Wyrobisz

forcements of armed burghers and peasants.3 Although alrcady
in the XVIith Century 1agruate residences were accompanied
by some degree of fortification (barracks, arsenals), only in the
XVIlith century did barracks appear more numerously in pri-
vate towns and in Warsaw,% giving them a specific architectural
design, although nowhere did this lead to a transformation into a
garrison centre.

Let me now summarize these remarks. I have presented a
number of tunctional types of towns which were cvident in Poland
‘between the XVIth and the XVIIIch century. Some were very
numerous (e.g. centres of local markets), others provide only
one or a few examples (mining towns, trade emporia, capi-
tals), while others finally attained only embryonic form (finan-
cial centres, garrison towns), but the variety was large. The
classtfication of the functions of carly Polish towns used above,
is not inflexible, and nearly every Polish town in the XVIth-
XVIUth centuries could be fitted into several of these functional
types. The introduction of “ multifunctional ™ categories, or towns
of * diversified functions” would not have made the situation
any clearer, since the majority of early Polish towns would then
have to be classified into precisely that category. The Polish
towns of this period (indeed, also carlicr and later), simply ful-
filled a variety of functions which were often complementary
(e.g., the agricultural pursuits of the townsmen frequently accom-
panied trade or crafts), and all efforts aimed at the introduction

& 3. Herwst, |. ZACHWATOWICZ, op, cit., p. 3l

o4 1. MaviNnowska, Stanistaw Zawadzki 1743-1806, Warszawa 1953, pp. 25-28; a
review by Z. Bieniecki of the book mentioned above by J. ManNowska in: * Kwar-
talnilk  Architcktury § Urbanistyki ™', vol. I, 1956, no. 1, pp- 93-95; S. Lomentz, Archi-
tektura wicku Qswiccenia w swictle przemian w zycin gospodarczym i wmyslowym
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of a comsistently divisible classitication must lead to simpli-
fications and schematic interpretations, which are ill-svited to
hustorical analysis. An unambiguous description of the predo-
minant functions characteristic for a given town is also impossible
since the necessary sources are absent.  But again such a classi-
fication of historical and other material leads to certain simpli-
fications and oblicerates the specific features of a town, although
this is unavoidable in any ecxercise which attempts to gcncralisc
and systematise. Perhaps it is worth recalling that the carly Po-
lish towns have been classified not only on the basis of a functional
typology, but aiso by owncrship (royal, private and Church),
and urban p]anning, and that all these distinctions should be
examined in time and space, since only then can we achieve a
cmnplete irmage of urbanisation in the Commonwealth. This
requires many further detailed seudies and attempts at generalisa-
tions, and this article is only an ateempt to construct a model which
may prove to be uscful in further investigation into the history
of the pre—iudustrial towl.
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