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I

The mihrary successes of the Egyptian Mameluks in the second half of the
XIHth century speeded up a series of changes in the structure of the commercial
transit routes to the Levant, After the Egyptian conquests of Tripoli {1289) and
Acre (1291) European merchants [ost their last outposts on the Syrian coast, and
were forced to fall back either to Cyprus or Armenia Minor, especially o
Laiazzo,! from where they contnued the trading activities that formerly had
taken place in the Crusader states. Although commercial contacts with Egype
continued, these were on a smaller scale than in the previous century and in the
early XIIIth cenrury, and the number of European merchants at Alexandria and
Damietta declined.® Repeated Papal prohibitions on trade with the Muslim
enemy also contributed to this deciine.

For long Egypt had provided the principal trading area for the merchants of
the [talian cities, who had drawn great profit from this commerce. For centuries
the highly valuable goods of the far East had arrived in the Persian Gulf on the
Arab and Jewish ships that plied across the Indian Ocean,” and from there they
were carnzed either by dhow along the Red Sea or else overland and then down
the Nile to the great market places of Alexandriz and Damietta.* Here they were

! On this a fundamental source is still the work by W. Heyw, Histoire du commerce
du Levant an Mayen-Age, Leipzig 1885-86, 1, pp. 23 f.

* Cf. especially R-H. BAUTIER, Les relations économiques des Occidentaux avec les
pays d'Orient aw Moyen Age Points de vue et docwments, in AA. VV., Socieres ot
compagnies de cormmerce en Orient et dans 'Océan Indien, Actes du VIIIe Colloque
international d histoire maritime {Beirut 1966), Paris 1970, p. 272.

% QOn Egyptian trade with the East and north Africa see: Letters of Medieval Jewish
Traders, ed. by S.D. Goirein, Princeton 1973, On Egyprian wade: 5.Y. Lasis, Hand-
elsgeschichte Agyptens im Spatmittelalter (1171-1517), Wiesbaden 1965.

* On commercial roures berween the Indian Ocean and northern Egypt, Heyd, ap.
az., I, pp. 378 1.
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purchased by the Italiap merchants, together with Egyptian alum and linen
fabrics produced by the flourishing textile industry of the Nile delta. They were
then sold throughout the markets of the Mediterranean and the European
hinterland. In return, the merchants’ vessels brought supplies of timber, iron,
pitch and slaves; commodities which the Egyptians lacked® and which were in
great demand for ship building and the maintenance of their fleets. They were
also goods thar yielded high profits, and as one Arab ruler in the late XIIth
century observed ‘pro viliorl prerio apud vos inveniuntur, et 1 terra nostra
carius vendumrur’.® It was largely on account of these high profits that Pisan and
Genoese merchants had for a long time been more numerous in Egypt than
elsewhere.” But in the late XIIIth and XIVth centuries this was no longer the
case. Trade was declining in the southern Levans, while at the same ume
expanding in the north and especially with the Byzaatine empire.

The change in the orientation of trade with the Near East was not derer-
mined by Papal prohibitions alone:® there were other factors which contributed
to the same end. Not least of these was the commercial decline of the Byzantine
empire.” From the beginning of the XIIIth century first the Venetians and then,
after 1261, also the Geonese had succeeded in penetratng deep mto the Byzan-
tine economy and in gaining control not only over foreign trade bur also over its
internal trade.'® By the start of the XIVth century the capital was supplied with
food provisions almost entirely by the Genoese.

Another important development lay in the unification of the central Asian
regions berween the Middle East and China under the Mongol empire which
also influenced the northward shift of trade in the Near East. The Mongols
looked on the Europeans as allies in the struggle against the Mameluks, and were
prepared to favour their interests,'! which enabled European merchants to
penetrate further into Central Asia. At the same time the peace and suability that

5 M. LOMBARD, Arsenaux et bois de marine dans la Méditerranée musulmane Viles
Xle siécle, in Espaces et réseaux du haxt moyen-dge, Paris-La Haye 1972, pp. 160-161;
ID., Etudes déconomie médiévale, 11, Les métauz dans Pancien monde du Ve au Xle
siecle, Paris-La Haye 1974, carte L.

¢ M. Amarx (ed.), [ diplomi arabi del R. Aréhivio di Stato di Firenze, Firenze
1863-67, I, 11 serte, n. X, p. 264 (January 1177).

7 For the Genoese merchants in Egypt, cf: R.S. Lopzz, [l problema della bilancia dei
pagamenti nel commercie di Levante, in AA. VV., Venezia e il Levante fino al sec. XV,
Firenze 1973, p. 443 ¢ M. Bararn, La Romanie génoise (X1le-début du XVe siécle),
Genova 1978, I1, pp. 507 1.

§ These were often unknown in the maridme cities, cf: G. Apam, De modo saracenos
extirpandi, in Recueil des Historiens des Croisades, Documents armeniens, 11, Paris 1906,
p-523.

* Cf:R.S. LoPEz, Beati monoculi: the Bizantine Economy in the Early Middle Ages,
in Cultus et cognitio, Festschrift A. Gieyszror, Warsaw 1975, pp. 341-352,

¥ G.I. BRATIANY, Recerches sur le commerce génois dans ks mer Notre au X1Ile
siécle, Paris 1929.

" An important source on this W. HEYD, op. at., I, pp. 64 ff.
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followed the Mongol conquests and the creation of a new empire’? made it
possible for the Europeans to trade directly with the Far East. Previousiy, and
until at least the middle of the XIIIth century, Italian merchants had operated
from their colonies along the coasts of the Byzantine empire, of Syria and Egypt,
where they purchased the prized Oriental goods that were brought there by
Asian merchants and sold their own products. In the second half of the XIIIth
century we have the first news of Italian merchants operating 2s well in the
interior of Asia, and by the end of the century this became much more
common.'* Here the Europeans could buy directly the goods which formerly
the Arab and Jewish merchants had carried to the Levantine trading colonies.!*
As early as the beginning of the XIVth century merchants described the great
“highway” that led from Tana on the Black Sea to distant China a5 “most secure
both by day and by night”.*?

II

As markets grew and became more easily accessible, so the wealth of the
merchants increased and also their number, and the trading colonies in Cyprus,
Armenis, in the Byzantine Empire, along the Black Sea and even in the wealthy
cities of Persia began to expand. The merchants of the great maritime cities who
had for long been active in the Levant were now joined by newcomers from
Provence and Catalonia, but also from the cities of the Mediterranean hinterland
like Florence and Piacenza. The expansion of the mercantile communiry re-
flected the fact that European exports towards the Far East had increased
remarkably. For 2 very long time, and maybe for the whole XIIth century,
European trade with the East had been in deficit,'® since the exports from the
Levant to Europe were numerous (spices, perfumes, silks and oriental fabrics)
while impores from Europe were scarce. This structural deficit had been com-
pensated by the Crusaders’ plunder, by piracy, by profits on shipping and
control of the trade between north Africa and the East.

Yer during the XIITth century the structure of trade berween East and West
began to change. This was the period in which the textile industries began to
expand in Europe. The cloths of Flanders and the northern Italian cines began to
flood into the maritime cities and were then exported towards the East. These

12 The Mongol Empire quickly split into four Khanates: China, Turkeszan, Persia
and Kipciak, but they remained on good terms for a long ume.

B Cf: R.S. LopEz, Nuove lud sugli Italiani in Estremo Ortente prima di Colombe, in
Su e gin per la storia di Genova, Genova 1975, pp. 83-135; and the reservations by R-H.
BauTiEr, 0p. cit., pp- 278 1f.

* M. Bararo, op, cit., I, p. 861 (map 72): describes the main routes to the Far East.

' F,Barpucct PEGOLOTTIL, La pratica della mercatura, ed. by A. Evans, Cambridge
(Mass.) 1936, p. 22: “‘sicurissimo e di di & di notre™.

% On the balance of trade berween the West and the Fast, ¢f: R.S. LopEz, I/ problema
dellz bilancia dei pagamenty, eit.; R-H. BauTIER, op. cit., pp. 301 ff.; M. BaLaRD, op. ciL.,
II, pp. 876 1.
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new products yielded profits that were higher than those obtained from the
spice trade.!” At the end of the XIIth century the textiles that were exported
from the European hinterlands towards the East were only a trickle; a century
later this had been transformed into a mighty river. The expansion of the Eastern
markets was complemented by the appearence of ever more numerous Euro-
pean goods for sale. This meant in turn that the fortunes of the Levant merchants
depended ever more closely on their ability to control and dominate the flows of
manufactured goods coming from the European hinterlands. The mechanism
that lay at the heart of the wealth of the merchants was now the exchange of
finished cloths for the raw materials needed to keep the European textile
industries moving. The era of Europe’s military and naval expansion in the
Mediterranean was now giving way to a new age of ma.nufac::unng primacy and
the emergence of Europe’s industrial hegemony over the entire Mediterranean
region.
11

In the early XIIth century the merchants of Pisa were active in all the main
markets of the Levant. Their vessels were familiar along the vast coasthine
surerching from Egyptup to Syria, Armenia and the Byzantine empire. Together
with the Venetians and the Genoese, the Pisans held a dominant position in
eastern Mediterranean trade. While the Venetians had operated in this region for
centuries, the entry of the Genoese and the Pisans dated from the XIIth century.
With the aid of commercial privileges granted by the Egyptian rulers, by those
of the Crusader states and the Byzantine emperor,'® they succeeded in ousring
the Jewish, Arab and Syrian merchants from the seaborne carrying trade, leaving
the lacter in control of trade in the interior and across the Indian Ocean. On the
Levantine coast the Italians now had no rivals.

By the late XIIth century and in the first decades of the XIIIth century the
Pisans were particularly strong in Egypt, both at Damietta and above all at
Alexandria. It was in Alexandria that Pisan trade was concentrated and that the
most important transactions took place, and this was the seat of the Consuls
elected every two years by the Ordine del Mare in Pisa.'” Here the Pisans had
also received permission to establish a warehouse (fondaco) in 1153,%° but they
had already been engaged in trade in Alexandria “ex longo tempore™.?! By the

' R-H. BAUTIER, op. cit., pp. 298-302.

® For the commercial privileges and colonies, of G. Heyp, Le colonie commerciali
degli Italiani in Oriente nel Medio Evo, Venezia-Torino 1866-68, 1.

¥ On the Pisan colonies in Egypt, se¢ K-H. AL1MENDINGER, Die Bezzebrmgen
zwischen der Kommune Pisa und Agypten tm boben Mittelalter, Wiesbaden 1967, in
particular pp. 81 ff. A. ScHAUBE, Das Konsiclat des Meeres in Pisa, Leipzig 1888, p. 157,
describes the Pisan Consul in Alexandria and the way they were elecred.

2 InM. AMARL, 0p. i, 1,11, sede, n. I, pp. 241-245, For the dare of the treary see, K.
H. ALLMENDINGER, op. ., p. 153,

2 In M. AMaRL, op. cit., I, 1T serie, n. IV, p. 25C. In the same year (1151} the Icelandic
abber Nicola Saemundarson, who was travelling from Pisa to the Holy Land saw ships
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middle of the century, however, a scries of treaties berween the Egyptian rulers
and Pisa had established the basis for harmonious and protected trade between
the Christian and Muslim worlds,?® and later treaties with other European
maritime states followed the same model. In comparison with the Pisans and the
Venetians, the Genoese later established themselves in the trade with Egypt.®
The Pisans were also unique amongst the European merchants in that they had
also sertled a warehouse at Cairo in the XIIth century;** the merchants of other
European cities were not to receive a similar privilege undl the XVth century.®

The Pisan merchants also obtained important concessions and protection in
the Crusader states and in the Kingdom of Jerusalem during the XIIth
century,?® and they established numerous trading colonies with houses, chur-
ches and land along the Syrian coast at Tyre, Geoppe, Ascalona, Tripoli,
Aatioch and in the Kingdon of Jerusalem.? The lord of Batrun, to the north of
Beirut, at the beginning of the XIIIth century was 2 Pisan named Plebano.?® At
the same time the Pisans were present in the interior only at Aleppo.*” During
the XIIIth century Acre became the main centre for the Pisans in Syria, and was
the seat of the “Consul Acconis et Totius Syniae” and of the “Cuna Pisanor-
um”, the most important in all the Crusader lands.*® On the other hand, the
Genoese were expelled from Acre in 1222°! and again in 12582 while the

bound for Egypt: A. Scraugk, Storis del commercie dei popoli latini del Meditervaneo
sino alls fine delle Crociaze, Torino 1915, p. 184.

2 This is the argument put forward by K-H. ArimennINGER, 0p. at., pp. 10 ff.

B Genoese shipsin Egypt are documented from about 1060; A.L. UpoviTes, A Tale
of two Cities: Commerdal Relations between Cairo and Alexandria during the Second
Half of the Eleventh Century, in The Medieval Cizy, ed. by H. Miskimin, D. Herlihy,
A.L. Udovitch, New Haven and London 1978, p. 150. See R.S. LorEz, Storia delle
colonie genovesi nel Mediterraneo, Bologna 1938, pp. 117-118: on the delayed arrmival of
the Genoess in Egyprian trade.

2 M. Amart, op. at., I, I serie, n. III p. 248.

2 R-H. BAUTIER, op. cit., p- 279.

2 For Pisan privileges in the Crusader Staves see: A. SCHAUBE, Storia, cit., pp. 168 ff.
and 208 ff. For the Italians in Syria, of: . Reatey-Smrri, Government in Latin Syria and
the Commercial Privileges of Foreign Merchants, in Relations berween East and West in
the Middle Ages, ed. by D. Baker, Edinburgh 1973, pp. 109-132.

¥ G._MivrLer, Documenti sulle relszioni delle cirtd toscane coll’ Oriente cristiano ¢ coi
Turchi fino all'anno MDXXXI, Firenze 1879, On Pisan property in the Crusader States,
ibid., n. XXIII, pp. 26-27.

28 Jbid., n. LIII, pp. 83-84.

® Ibid., n.L, p. 80: “de corpore Pisani 2d pontem ferri, dimidiam diricruram®. The
pons ferri was on the Oronte river and led from Antioch 1o Aleppo.

B Tbid,n.L,p. 80en LXIV, p. 95.

N Annali genovest, 11, Genova 1901, pp. 182-183; G. RossI SABATINL, L espansione
di Pisa nel Mediterrano fino alla Meloria, Firenze 1935, p. 27. R.5. LOPEZ, Risse tra Pisani
e Genovesi nella Napoli di Federico I1, in Su e gin, cit, p. 220.

2 Annali genovesi, IV, Genova 1926, pp. 31-32.
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Venerians who were numerous in Byzantium were of secondary importance in
the Crusader states.”

To the north, in Armenia, one of the most important states was cthe Sultanate
of Tconium which lay across the land routes linking Syria to Byzantium, and
which in addition was a rich producer of carpets, silks, and alum that offered
great attraction to Italian merchants.’* The Venetians had obtained important
privileges from the Sultan and had a number of commercial sertlements, but in
the early XIIIth century the Pisans also made their entry.*

The Pisans had also obtained trading privileges in the Byzanune empire in
11113 which enabled them to settle in Constantinople, establish harbour facili-
ties, and enjoy the protection of the emperor as well as the freedom to trade and
certain reductions in customs duties. The Genoese were not able 1o obtain
similar privileges unal 1155,% and thereafter although the Pisans were less
numerous than the Venetians in Constantinople, they outnumbered the
Genoese. When shortly after the establishment of the Genoese their warehouse
was attacked in 1162 by the Pisans, the latter were estimated to be zbour a
thousand, whereas the Genoese were only 300.%® In the later X1Ith century and
the early XITIth century the economic and political influence of the Pisans in
Constanunople increased,? as is evident from repeated successes against their
Venetian rivals and the favours they received from the Emperor Alessius I11.%
But after the Fourth Crusade and the creation of the Latin Empire, the Venenan
merchants at Constantinople acquired complete supremacy. The Pisans man-
aged to retain considerable influence and kept on good terms with the Venetians
in order to block Genoese expansion.*' Qutside Constantinople, the Pisans also
had commercial settlements in Greece at Almiro and Salonika. *?

¥ W, Hevn, Histoire, cit,, I, p. 314.

* Ibid., I, p.301.

35 Pisan merchants are mentioned in the 1220 commercial treary berween the Sultan
of Iconium and Venice: Urkunden zur ilteren Handels-und Staatsgeschichte der Repub-
lik Vemedig mit besonderer Bezichung auf Byzanz und die Levante vom 9. bis zum
Ausgang des 13. Jabrbundert, hg. G.LF. Tarer und G.M. Tromas, Wien 1856-37, I,
pp- 2214

¥ G. MiiLLER; op. cit., the privilege of 1111 is in document n. 34 {pp. 40 ff.) in the
Greek and Lacrin texts.

7 G.Hzyw, Le colonie, cit, I, p. 33; M. BaLarp, op. ait., I, p. 31.

# Annali genovesi, 1, Genova 1890, pp. 67-68.

¥ 5. Borsarli, I cammercio veneziano nell’impero bizantino nel X1I secolo, in
“Rivista storica itahiana”, LXXVI, 1964, pp. 1003 ff.

Y In., I rapporti rra Pisa e gli stari di Romania nel Duecento, in “Rivista storica
mzliana”, LXVII, 1955, pp. 84 {f.

1 G. MULLER, 0p- aat., nn. LIV, LV, LVI, pp- 84 £

* B. MARAGONE, Annales Pisani, ed., M. Lupo Gentle, Bologna 1930, p. 17; G.
MULLER, op. at., n. XVIIL, p. 20; 0. XLIV, p. 71,
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IV :

In the early decades of the XIIIth century the Pisans were therefore stronger
than the Genoese in 2 number of Levantine commercial centres, particularly in
Egypt and Byzantium. The reason for this lay in the fact that Pisa’s maritime
expansion had begun earlier than that of the Genoese, and this early start had
carried Pisan merchants first to the Tyrrhenian islands of Corsica and Sardinia,
then to Sicily and north Africa*? and then in the XIIth century to the markets of
the Levant. Pisan ships began to move into the trade that for centuries had been
carried by Jewish and Syrian merchants berween Syria, north Africa, Egypt,
Sicily and southern Italy;** the trade that linked the empona of the Arab world
with the West. The Genoese followed the same path, but later, and as aresult at
each step had been forced to challenge the Pisans. Where the Pisans were most
strongly entrenched — in Sardinia,* in the Maghreb,* in Egypt and in the
Bizantine empire — Genoese progress was slow and interrupted and their
supremacy slower to develop. Where the Pisan presence was weaker, in south-
ern France, Spain and Marocco, Genoese expansion was more rapid. The rivalry
between the two was particularly acute in Provence betwéen 1162 and 1170, but
here the Genoese previiled,* and by gaining commercial supremacy over the
Provengal coast the Genoese also acquired privileged access to the rapidly

expanding hinterlands of France and Flanders. The similarity between the
maritime interests of Pisa and Genoa necessanly led to repeated conflicts and
struggles for supremacy. But Genoa’s stronger links with the European hinter-
lands through commercial control of the French and Catalan coasts forced the
Pisans to rely more heavily on their commercial activities in the southern and
eastern Mediterranean.

v
What type of commercial activities were the Pisan merchants in the Levant
engaged in before the changes that took place in the second half of the XIIIth
century, and what was the basis of their wealth? The naval convoys that reached
the Levantine ports laden with European manufactured goods and remurned
with cargoes of raw materials, spices and perfumes were 2 phenomenon of the

# The early phases of Pisan expansion in the Mediterranean need closer study, see;
G. RossI SABATINI, op. cit., and A. SCHAUBE, Stori, cit., passim.

* For informarion on Arab trade routes before this time see Letters of Medieval
Jewish Traders, cit.

* On the struggles berween Pisa and Genoa in Sardinia see A. BoscoLo, Inroduc-
nion 1o F, ArT1zzZU (ed.) Documenti ineditivelativi ai rapporti economici tra la Sardegna ¢
Pisa nel Medioevo, I, Padova 1961,

* Pisan superiority in the Maghreb is demonstrated by R.S. Lopez,  Genovesi in
Affrica Occidentale nel Medio evo, in Studi sull’economia genovese nel Medio Evo,
Torino 1936, pp. 24, 32; and, for the late XIIIth cenrury (1285} by document V published
in ID., Genova martnara nel Duecento. Benedetto Zaccaria ammiraglio e mercante,
Milano-Messina 1933, pp. 259-267.

* A.SCHAUBE, Storta, cit., pp. 675 ss.; ROssI SABATINI, 0p. cit., pp. 77 ss.
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X11Ith century. Trade of this sort was much more rare in the earlier period when
the structure of Mediterranean trade was not vertical in the sense that it did not
serve to link the economies of the European heartlands with the eastern
Mediterranean and the Orient. In this earlier penod it followed a horizonral axis
running across the Levantine coasts, down into north Africa and eastwards into
the Mediterranean towards southern Italy and Sicily. It was by getting a footing
in this horizontal trade circuit that the Italian merchants made their first for-
tunes, in particular by replacing Byzantine and Egyptian shipping in the Middle
East and establishing themselves in the carrying trade berween the Levantine
ports and the Maghreb. * Mercantile forrunes for 2 long time were drawn from a
mixture of piracy, privaceering, and plundering, together with revenues from
ship charters in thé Levantine ports, from lands and properties in the Crusader
states, and bounties from the Byzantine emperor. It was in this period and n
these circumstances that Pisa achieved its greatest commercial power, since its
early expansion into the southern Mediterranean and the influence that it had
established in the main Mediterranean islands left it well placed to break inzo the
existing circuit of trade. Until the middle of the XIIIth century there is very liztle
information on the type of goods that the Pisans traded in the Levant, but using
fater evidence it is possible to attempt an outline reconstruction. Like other
Italian merchants, the Pisans were primarily engaged in importng spices, alum
and raw materials from the Levantine ports,*® as well as silks from Byzantium.*
In Syria— most often at Aleppo — they also bought cotton.** These goods were
then carried either to Tuscany>? or to north Africa®® and Sicily.>* The goods that

*8 See expecially R.S. Loezz, /I pmbiema della bilancia dei pagament, cit.; ID., Les
influences orientales et Péveil économigue de I'Occident, in “Cahiers &’ histoire mon-
diale”, I, 1954, pp. 614 ff.

“ On alum see M. AManry, 0p. cit., I, II serie, nn. VII, XXV; R. ROHRICET (ed.),
Regemz Regni Hierosolimitani (MXCVII-MCCXCI), Innsbruch 1893, I, n. 508; and the
document of 1251 published by C.F. Orren, Les Pisuns en Egypte er & Acre dans la
seconde moitté du X111e sitcle: documents nouveanx, in “Bollertino storico pisano”, LII,
1983, Appendice n. I¥, pp. 173-174; on spices and raw materials see 5. TERLIZZI (2 cura
di), Docwmenti delle relazioni tra Carlo I d°Angié e la Toscana, Firenze 1950, nn. 69, 216,
509. For Egyptian exports see S.Y. Lasis, op. cit., pp. 286 ff.

% Pallia of Byzanrium given by the Emperor to the Pisan Church in G. MILLER, op.
at., 0. XXX]II, p. 55.

31 R. DavipsouN, Forschungen zur Geschichte von Florenz, 11, Berlin 1900, n. 2307 ¢
D. Asuraria, Crocuses and Crusaders: San Gimignano, Pisa and the Kingdom of
Jerusalem, in Outremer, Studies on the History if the Crusading Kingdom of Jerusalem,
presented to J. Prawer, Jerusalem 1982, p. 235,

52 § TerL1ZZI, 0p. Cit., 7. 69.

33 S. BENsAcl, Pise et le Maghrib au Moyen Age, These de Ille cycle de doctorat
d’histoire, Paris 1979 {typewritten), p. 237.

3 S. Tervuizzi, op. cit., n. 509. On Sicily's importance as a base for Pisan trade, see: D.
AButaria, Pisan Commerdal Colonies and Consalates in twelfth-century Sicily, in “"The
English Historical Review™, XCII1, 1978, pp. 68-81.
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they carried to the Levantine ports on the other hand consisted mainly of
rimber, iron, weapons and slaves® and in the XIIIth century saffron as well,
Egypt was the main purchaser of iron and timber, while Byzantium offered the
best market for weapons and armour.®¢ It is vircually impossible to identify
where these products came from. Saffron came mainly from the area around Sag
Gimignano in Tuscany and was sold in the Kingdom of Jerusalem and also in
Egypt by merchants from San Gimignano and from Pisa.’” At least part of the
timber, the iron and weapons was produced in the “Pisan territories”,*® in other
words the territory under the control of Pisa which stretched from Civi-
tavecchia in the south almost to La Speziz in the north and included as well the
islands of Sardinia, Corsica, Pianosa, Efba, Capraia, Gorgona, Giglio and
Montecristo.?® The island of Elba was the main producer of iron,*® while there
was a flourishing sword and weapon-making industry in Pistoia using the ores
from Elba.®! Slaves on the other hand were obtained both from Corsica? and
from north Africa.%® The timber needed for the Pisan fleet came from Corsica,
from the Garfagnana district above Lucca, and abeve all from central Tuscany
by the Amo river.** Part of this may also have been carried to the Levant, butin
view of the distance, the weight and volume it seems unlikely that the quantities
could have been great. It seems more likely that the timber exported to the
Levant came from southern Italy, from Sicily, from Tunisia and from Asia
Minor, which had traditionally been the main source of supply for Egypt®® and
where there were numerous Pisan colomes. Sicily also provided a range of
foodstuffs — olive oil, honey, cheese, wine and wheat.*® On the nature of the
trade conducted by the Pisans between Acre, Tunis, and Messina,” between

% M. AMAaRI, 0p. cit., I, Il serie, nn. I1, VI, X, XX, XXTV, XXV; G. MOLLER, op. cit.,
n. V. In the Xth century Pisz was the main exporter of iran to Egypr; R. SPraNDEL, Le
commerce du fer en Méditerranée orientale au Moyen Age, in Sociétés et compagnies, cit.,
. 388.
P 3 ¢ TEeRLIZZI, 0p. Gt., nn. 3§8-392,
% D). AsuLaFia, Crocuses, op. cit.
38 M. AMARI, op. cit., I, Il serie, n. XX, p. 281.
# Ad esempio tbid., n. XXVIII, p. 202, _ '
@ For the export of iron from Elba to the Muslim world, see M. LoMBARD, Les
métaux, cit., carte I :
8 Ty, HeriiHy, Pistoia nel Medioevo e nel Rinascimento 1200-1430, Firenze 1972,
171
g On Corsican slaves in Pisa, see Archivio di Stato di Pisa (ASP), Dipl. Okvetan:, 7
aprit 1152; Dipl. Colersi, 12 September 1156; Dipl. Roncioni, 1 May 1158,
¢ M. AMar, op. at., §, I serie, n. XXIX, p. 300.
# For the early 12th cenvury Liber Maiolichinus de Gestis Pisanorum Ilustribus, ed
C. CaLissE, Roma 1904, p. 10. On timber from Tuscany, S. TERL1zZI, op. cft., 0. 13§ ¢ R
Davinsoun, op. at., 1, Berln 1901, n. 70,
¢ A map of timber exports o the Muslim world can be found in, M. LomBarp,
Arsenaux et bois de marine, cit., p. 160.
% K-H. ALLMENDINGER, 0p. cit., P. 73.
& G.MULLER, op. at., 0. 71, p. 101

344



Pisa and the Trade Routes 1o the Near East in the Late Middle Ages

Acre and Egypt, and in the principal ports of the Levant there 1s much nicher
documentation.®® Many of the swords and weapons, together with foodstuffs,
that the Pisans carried to Byzantium came from southern Italy.*
 Providing foodstuffs to the Crusader states and to Egypt was another rich
source of profit for the Pisans.” This was supplemented by the charges made
and privileges granted for carrying crusader troops to the Near East.”! But no
less profitable was piracy and privateering in the Near East.”? The boundaries
separating commerce, warfare and piracy were very tenuous, and a merchant
might easily be at one and the same time soldier, corsair and pirate.” For a long
time the Pisan Societas Vermiliorum was simply an organised band of pirates
who operated primarily in the Levantine seas,”* and the Pisans continued to
carry out acts of piracy against not only Muslim™ but also Greek,” Genoese
and Venetian”” shipping while Licia was a real pirates’ nest for Pisan sailors.”
The evidence for these activiries is abundant.

VI

As we have already mentioned, the structure of trade with the Levant began
to change in the late XIIith century and in the early 14th century when, in
addition to the coastal ports of the Levant, the new emporia of the Black Sea and
the Asian interior began to assume a new importance for Italian merchants,
while the overland routes leading towards Persia, India and China became more
and more important. The Pisans also adapted to these changes, and like the
Genoese began to establish new cornmercial settlements towards the north and
the Black Sea, while at the same time penetrating deeper into the interior of the
Astan conunent.

When the Egypuan conquests deprived the Pisans of their colonies in the

# A. FerrzrTo (ed.), Codice diplomatico delle relazioni fra la Liguria, la Toscana e
la Lunigiana ai tempi di Dante (1265-1321), Genova 1901-03, I, p. 358; C.F. Orrex, op.
cit., Appendice nn. X, XV; G. MOLLER, op. cit., n. LXXT, pp. 103-104.

8 S, Tervizz1, op. cit., nn. 388-392.

™ Recueil des historiens des Croisades. Historiens occidentasx, 11, Paris 1859, p. 75;
M. Amart, op. cit., 1, T serie, n. XXIII; S. TerL1zZI, 0p. ait., n. 826,

' G.MULLER, op. at., n. XXXV ; Histotre de Heracles emperenr et la congueste de la
Terre Sainte d'outremer, in Recueil des bistortens des Croisades, Historiens occdentaux,
11, Paris 1859, p. 34.

2 M-L. Favreau, Die italienische Levante-Piraterie und die Sicherbeit der Seewege
nach Syrien im 2. und 13, Jabrbundert, in “Vierteljahrschrift fir Sozial- und Wirt-
shaftsgeschichte™, €5, 1978, #.

7 An example in D. AsuLaFia, Crocuses, op. cit., p. 229.

™ G. MULLER, 0p. at., nn. XXVII, XXVIII; R. ROHRICHT, op. cit., nn. 674, 675,

75 M. AMart, op. cit., I, Il serie, n. IL.

% G. MOLLER, op. cit., n. XL1.

77 M.-L. FAVREAU, Graf Heinrich von Champagne und die Pisaner im Kénigreich

Jerusalern, in “Bollettine storico pisano”, XLVII, 1978, pp. 97-120.

® W, HEeYD, 0p. cit., I, p. 235.
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Crusader state, Cyprus became the principal base for the Pisans in the Levantine
Sea. The island quickly inherited the weaith that had formerly belonged to Syria,
and the trade that had previously been conducted on the neighbouring coast was
rransferred to the island. Here Italian merchants came to purchase the goods of
Asta as well as local sugar, salt, wine and cotton. After the fall of Acrein 1291 the
Pisans lost their main commercial base on the Syrian coast, but a new settiement
in Cyprus was made possible by privileges granted by Henry II of Lusignan.”
The Pisan commercial colony was based at Limassol®® which became the head-
quarters for the domus pisani communis, the Logia Pisanorum and the Pisan
Consuls. But they were also presenc at Nicosia and Famagosta,® although much
less strongly represented than the powerful Genoese. The Vernagalli, the Dal
Campo, Casalberti del Poltz, Benincasa and the Grasso® were amongst the
most active Pisan merchants in Cyprus, and they traded with the neighbouring
Levantine coasts and possibly also with Egypt.*> They brought Sicilian wheat to
the istand®® and exported Asian goods and sugar.%®

Further north, the Armenian port of Laiazzo had become an important
centre for trade with the Asian interior, and after the Syrian ports had fallen into
the hands of the Egyptians in the late XIIIth cenrury its importance grew, since
it provided access to the overland routes to the Asian interior — 1o Tabriz,
Baghdad, and Bassora, as well as Samarkand, Kabul, India and China.’ At
Latazzo the Pisans were much less strong than the Venetians and the Genoese

7% G.MIULLER, op. dit., n. LXXIII {October 1291).

% Referred to in the Pisan documents as Nimotio and Nimoci.

81 C. Destvoni (ed.), Actes passés & Famagouste de 1299 4 1301 par devant le notaire
génois Lamberto de Sambuceto, in “Archives de 'Orient Latin™, 2, 1884, pp. 1, 30, 38
28.» 52, 74, 86, 103.

2 On the Pisans in Cyprus, as well as the documents published by G. MfLLER, op.
cit., n. LXXIV, see: ASP, Dipl. Olivetani, 3 September 1293, 2 October 1293; Dipl.
Colett, 2 October 1293; R-H. BavuTiER, 0p. at., p. 323 {document of 27 August 1294 in
which the Pisan merchant Giunra del fu Bono Coltorto pisano appears 25 a witness);
ASP, Dipl. Oliverani, 20 September 1295; Dipl. Roncioni, 21 May 1296; Dipl. Olivetan,
26 August 1296, 27 August 1296; Dipl. Ronaoni,-22 Ocrober 1296; Dipl. Alliata, 3
September 1300, 20 October 1310. On the leading Pisan families, see E. Cristians,
Nobilté e popolo nel comune di Pisa dalle origini del podestariato alla signoria dei
Donoratico, Napoli 1962, pp. 370 gg.

8 Thus is suggested by 2 document 9 February 1320 (n. 50) published in F. ArTizzZU,
op. cit., I1, p. 106 in which the merchant Betto Alliata and his sons Gano and Cecco arc
apsolved for having sent prohibited goods “ad partes Saracenorum er cum eisdem
Saracerus se et dictos suos filios participasse tam in mictendo ad eos et ad eorum partes
quam in reduci faciendo mercantias et quemcumque alia mercimoniz™. The Alliaez also
had contacts in Cyprus: see ASP, Dipl. Alliaza, 3 Seprember 1300, 20 October 1310

¥ R.Zeno (ed.), Documenti per la storia del diritto marittimo nei secoli XIIT e X1V,
Torino 1936, n. CLXVIL

¥ G.MULLER, 0p. cit., n. LXXIV, p. 111.

8 Asis evident from map 72 published in M. Bararn, op. cit., I1, p. 861.
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and their privileges in the early XIVth century were similarly more limited.*” By
1263, however, a “vicecomes Pisanorum in Armenia Aegean” had been estab-
lished there®® and later there was also 2 Consul %

On the Aegean Sea there were 2 number of Pisans at Anea,” as well as near
Samnos on the coast of Asiza Minor®! and in the Principality of Acaia in Greece.”
But in the late XIIIth century and the early XIVth century the Byzanune ports
on the Black Sea coast were the most important in the Near East.”® After the
treaty of Ninfeus of 1261, the Genoese had become the real controllers of the
commercial life of the Empire and their rapid commercial espansion together
with the rapid growth of their city was directly related to the massive espansion
of trade in the Black Sea. Not only did the Genoese dominate the wrade with the
East, but they also exercised complete supremacy over the internal trade of the
Byzantine empire. Even though the Paleologue rulers were friendly towards
them, the Pisans rapidly lost ground to the Genoese® and they had almost
vanished from Constantinople and Pera which had become the principal com-
mercial bases of the Genoese by the close of the XIIIth century.”

As well as Constannnople and Pera there were also important new commer-
cial centres on the Black Sea. To the north, the most important were the colonies
founded by the Genoese on the Crimean peninsula, while in the south Trebi-
zond was the major port and lay at the head of the routes 1o the Orient. The
Black Sea became 2 meeting point for different civilizations and a major com-
mercial crossroad for different economies. The Europeans dominated the com-
mercial activities and sold large quantides of manufactured goods, especially
textiles. The Mongols and the Tartars sent their silks and spices for sale there.
Byzantium, on the other hand, constituted the great consumer marker of the
time and offered huge markets for foodstuffs and textiles. The central European
economies also supplied wheat, wax, furs and slaves. European ships, inciuding
those of the Pisans, plied busily across this large region. In the account of his
journeys, Marco Polo decided not to write of the Black Sea because, as he said:
“it would be tiresome to say that which is neither necessary nor useful .... there

% W.Hgyp, Histoire, cit., 11, p. 86.

% G.Rossi SaBaTINI, 0p. cit., D. 27.

8 C. DesiMoni (ed.), Actes passés en 1271, 1274 ex 1279 a I'Atas et @ Beyrouth par
devant les notaires génois, in “Archives de 'Onent Jarn™, 1881.

% ASP, Ospedali di 5. Chiara, 2064, c. 51v (19 March 1240); G. MULLER, 0p. o1,
n. 71, p. 104 {21 November 1284).

%! Now in Turkee near Kusadasi.

92§ TERLIZZI, 0p. cit., nn. 575 e 576 (29 June 1273); ASP, Dipl. Primaziale, 11 April
1317 (A deed of proxy draws up at Chiarenza in the Principality Acaia by Pipino di
Guazlando in favour of his son Vanni Gualandi).

# Su o cid G.1. BraTianuy, op. ar.

% 8. Borsary,  rapport, cit., p. 490,

% M. BALARD, op. ait., I, pp. 238 gg.; G.L BraT1ANU (ed.), Actes des notaires génois
de Pérz et de Caffa de la fin du X1lle sibcle, Bucarest 1927, n. CIV. The Pisans had a
Coasul at Pera in the late XIIIth century.
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are now so many who travel to and sail on (the Black Sea) be they Venetians,
Genoese, Pisans or others, and who make the voyage often, that everyone
knows what is to be found there*.?®

The most important commercial centre on the Black Sea was Caffa which
the Genoese had founded on the Crimean peninsula between 1266 and 1270.7
This became the centre for Genoese trade with the Slav countries and with the
Orient, and the principal axis for the wheat trade from Moldavia, Valachiz and
Russia, as weil as for salt, fish, cheese and slaves.®® There were few Pisans at
Caffa, but they had established an important commercial post on the Sea of
Azov at Porto Pisano, slightly ro the south of the Genoese colony at Tana on the
mouth of the Don.”® Porto Pisano appears on the maps from the early XIVth
century'® and was mentioned by Francesco Balducci Pegolott in his mer-
chants” manual,’® However it had not existed at the time when the Dominican
friar William of Rubruck visited and described the coast of the isthmus from the
Crimea to the mouth of the Don in 1253.1% The settlement must have dated
from the last decades of the XITlth century, at the time when the Genoese were
establishing themselves at Caffz and Tana, Very little is known about the trade
carried on by the Pisans, but it was probably similar to that of nearby Caffa and
Tana and was certainly important in the trade in Caucasian slaves.!® For the
Pisans, like the Venetians and the Genoese, the Black Sea ports provided a base
for extending their influence both in central Europe and into che Asian interior,
but there is little evidence on how this was effected. We do know however that
Pisans were trading at Kiev in 1247,'® at Tabriz in Persia in 1289'% and in the
Indian Ocean around 1320,'%

% I Milione, ed. V. Bertolucel Pizzornsso, 209.

%7 M. Bararo, 0p. ¢it., I, p. 117.

% (1. BraTiaNu, Aczes, cit. On the slave wade, see: C, VERLINDEN, Traire des
esclaves et trattants itzliens & Constantinople (X111e-X1Ve siécles), In “Le Moyen Age”,
LXIX, 1963, pp. 791-804.

% Near Siniawkz, close o Taganrog: W. Heyp, Hiswire, cit., 1I, p. 167; G.L
BraTIANy, Recherches, op. cit., p. 243.

19 See the maps in M. BALARD, o0p. cit., planche I p. 175 (atlante Luxoro) and G.L

' BRATIANU, Recherches, civ, planche II, pp. 118-119.°

9 F BaLpucct PEGOLOTTI, op. 4it., p. 54.

92 The Travels of William of Rubruck in Eastern Countries, ed. W.W. Rockhill,
London 1900,

102 (3.1, BRATIANY, Recherches, op. cit., p. 196.

1% G. Da Pian pEx. CARPINE, Historia Mongaloram, in Smw.: Franciscana, sex
Itinera ¢t relationes fratrum minorwm saeculi XIIT et XIV, ed. Van den Wyngaer,
Firenze 1929, p. 129: Nicholaus Pisanus was mentioned together with 2 Genoese mer-
chant, a Venetian and Jacobus Reverinus of Acre as the leading merchants at Kiev.

W95 1.B. CHABOT, Notes sur les relations du roi Argoun avec 'Occident, in *“Revue de
I'Orient laun”, IT, 1894, p. 596.

106 1 uca WADDINGO, Annales minorum sew trium Ordinum a 5. Francisco instituto-
ruwm, V], Roma 1733, p. 359.
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Vii

The Pisan merchants had been able to adapt to the new structure of trade in
the Near East, but at the same time they were becoming much less serious rivals
1o the Genoese and the Venetians. It is not easy to date the decline of Pisan trade
in the Levant with any precison, but there can be no doubt thar as the scale of
Genoese trade expanded that of the Pisans was continually declining. This
process was evident throughout the XIIIth century, and the weakness of the
Pisans became increasingly evident. The most important markets were in the
hands of the Genoese and by the end of the XIIIth cenrury they had no
cornpetitors on the coasts of the Black Sea, which was where the mostimportant
commercial centres lay, where the largest markets were to be found and where
the most valuable trade was conducted. In this critical area where Europe and
Asiamet, the Pisans were wezk, although they maintained a stronger position in
Egypt. However, while at the end of the XIIth century there had been several
hundred and at times even some thousand Pisan merchants in the Levant,'® by
the beginning of the XIVth century they were reduced ro a handful of isolated
individuais. By then even Porto Pisano on the mouth of the Don was —as far as
can be gleaned from the scarce evidence — used by the Venetians who traded in
Tartar slaves.'® At Pera and Caffa there were very few Pisans even in the late
X1Ith century,'® and at Caffa there is no mention of them either in the middle
XIVth century''® orlater.!!? At Pera only three are mentioned in the documents
dating from 1389-91. There were Florentines at Chios, but not Pisans.''? In the
Genoese colonies of Chilia'’* and Licostomo'!* on the Black Sea where there
was a lively trade in Russian, Circassian and Tartar slaves, in honey, wax and
wheat, there is no mention of any Pisans in the period between 1345 and 1360.

The Pisans probably remained active for longer at Constantinople, even
though they did not enjoy the privileged position and protection afforded to the
Genoese and the Venetians. In 1325 the Pisan merchant Beco del fu Ranieri

197 Accepting Caffaro’s estimate of 1000 Pisans in Constantinople in 1162 (Annali
genovesi, cit., I, p. 67) and considering that there were many Pisans in Egypts and on the
Svran coast.

%8 M. Bararp, op. dt., I, p. 754 {to 1360); W. Heyp, Histotre, cit., II, p. 167
(w0 1373).

19 .1 BRATIANU, Actes, cit., M. BALARD (ed.), Génes et "Outre-Mer. I. Les actes de
Caffa du notaire Lamberto de Sambuceto 1289-1290, Paris-La Haye 1973.

119 G. Bavusr - S, Rarrert (ed.), Notai genovesi in Oltremare. Atti rogati a Caffa e
Licostomao fsec. XIV), Genova-Bordighera 1973.

MY M. Batarp, La Romanie, cit., 1, p. 266 (1386).

NI Jbid 1, p. 267,

13 G. PisTARINO (ed.), Notai genovest in Cltremare. Atti rogati a Chilia da Antonio
di Porz6 (1360-61), Genova-Bordighera 1971,

U4 G. Bars1 - 5. Rarresy, op. ait.

15 F. Barpuccr PEGOLOTTL, op. cif., p. 41: “Gienovesi ¢ vimiziani sono franchi
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Sciorta shipped five hundred moggiz of wheat that had come from the Crimea
(‘de partibus Gazane’) from Constantinopie to Aigues Mortes in Provence,!1¢
but used a ship hired from the Venerian merchant Girolamo Priuli: rwo other
Pisans also signed the notarial deed. Another voyage from Constantinople to
Venice on a Pisan ship is also recorded in 1330.!V

The Pisan presence in Cyprus also declined after 1320, and although some
individuals like Giovanni di Federico Rat continued to trade there and own
property these were isolated cases.'’® In Egypt, on the other hand, Pisan
commercial links survived for longer. There was still a Pisan colony and Consul
at Alexandria in 1305."** Despite the Papal prohibitions and those contained in
the Statuti*® the Pisans continued to export “ferrum laburatum vel non labor-
atum, aug lignamen laboratum vel non laboratum, aut picem vel catramen, vel
arma aliqua, vel canapam sive stuppam” to Egypt.'?* In 1320 one of the leading
merchants of Pisa, Betto Alliara, paid for absolution of the sin of exporting,
together with his sons Gano and Cecco, goods “ad partes Saracenorum™'#
prohibited in the recent papal Bulls. But the Genoese sull maintained their
supremacy in Egyptian trade in the first half of the XIVth century.'® There are
however some references to Pisan trade with Egypt in the lare XIVth century
and in the XVth century.*?*

VIII -

The period in which the Pisans lost ground in the Levant to the Genoese, the
Venetians and the Catalans was also the period in which textle production in the
great manufacturing regions of Flanders, northern France, central and northern
Ttaly was beginning to flow in increasing volume towards the Levant and the
Asian interior. The mantime cites increased their wealth and made new for-
tunes by carrying European textiles across the Mediterranean, and above all
towards the Near East. The opportunities provided by Near Eastern and Asian
markets thanks to the access provided by the Mediterranean ports enabled the
manufacturing centres to multiply and expand. The ground had been prepared
by the earlier phase of the European military and naval expansion, which now

entrando e uscendo che non pagano niente. Pisani pagano di tutta la merchatanta che
mettono in Ghostantinopoli 2 per centinaio”. ’

Y& ASP, Dipl. Primaziale, 27 Feb. 1325.

117 R, Davipsomnn, op. cit., 1L, n. 974, p. 193.

"8 ASP, Dipl. Simonelli (provenienza Ran), 5 Dee. 1333,

19 F. BoNaint (ed.), Statuts inedits dellz qttd di Pisa dal XIT al XIV secolo, Firenze
1854-70, HI, p. 395. '

12 1hid, 111, pp. 395, 426, 578.

2 Ibid., I, p. 353.

12 F. ArTIZZU, 0p. at., 11, p. 106.

12 G, Apawm, 0p. at., p. 523 £,

124 M, AMARL, 0p. cit., I, II sene, n. 33 (5 August 1385); E. AsuToR, The Venetian
Supremacy in Lewantine Trade: Monopoly or Pre-Colonialism, in *“Journal of European
Economic History™, I11, 1974, p. 6.
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gave way to a new phase of industrial expansion. In the Xillth century farge
scale trade became increasingly linked 1o the trade in textiles: of all the goods
that rravelled across the Mediterranean these were the most valuable. In com-
parison the spice trade had become a secondary affair, with nor only 2 more
limited scale but also a much lesser value since a sack of Flemish cloths was
equivalent in value to berween three and five sacks of spices.'? In the face of
compertition from the manufactures of Flanders, and Italy the industries of
Egypt, Syria and Persia fell into decay.'® In technical terms they were inferior
to the European industries, while the controls imposed by the state both in
Byzantium and in the Arab countries prevented adaptation in response to the
changes taking place in the market.'®” The wealthy and populous cities of the
coast and the interior therefore came to provide rich markets for the European
producers, while the exports from the Near East and from Asia of the raw
materials needed by the European industries — cotton from Synia, alum, dyes
and silks from the Caspian and from China — increased. From that moment the
success of a maritime ciry depended on its ability to establish contacts with the
manufacturing centres of the European interior in order to attract and distribute
a range of manufactured products.

The massive expansion of Genoa in the X1IIth century was directly related
to the trade in European textiles. At that time Genoa became the principal
Mediterranean port because it was the principal channel through which the
cloths of Flanders, France and Lombardy were marketed. Geography also
played its part in this by placing the city at the meeting point of two different
trade flows, one descending from Flanders through France™® and the other
coming from Lombardy.

Fiemish cloths had begun to reach Genoa and to be exported across the
Mediterranean on Genoese vessels from the first half of the XIIth century,'?
and in the late XIIth century this flow became more intense.'*® Flemish and

12 R-H. BAUTIER, 0p. cit., pp. 298-302.

126 £ ASHTOR, Storia economica e sociale del Vicino Oriente nel Medioevo, Torino
1982, pp. 252 ff.; ID., Les lainages dans I'Orient médiéval. Emploi, production, com-
merce, in Produzione, commercio e consuma dei panni di lana, At della IT serimana F.
Datini, Firenze 1976, pp. 673 ff.

127 E. ASHTOR, Storia economica, eit., pp. 256-257; C. CaHEN, Quelgues mots sur le
déclin commercial du monde musulman 2 lu fin du Moyen Age, in Les peuples musulmans
dans Ubistoire médigvale, Damas 1967, pp. 359-366.

128 See H, LaURENT, Un grand commerce d’exportation. La draperie des Pays-Bas en
France et dans les pays méditerranéens (XIle-X Ve siécles), Panis 1935.

129 1 AMMANN, Die Anfinge des Aktivhandels und der Tucheinfubr aus Nordwest-
europa nach den Mittelmeergebier, in, Studi in onore di A. Saport, Milano 1957, I, pp.
273-310.

139 R.L. REYNOLDS, The Marker for Northern Textiles in Genoa 1179-1200, in
“Revue belge de philologie et d’histoire™, VIII, 1929, pp. 831-851; M. Byrnz, Genoese
Trade with Syria in the twelfth Century, in * American Historical Review”, XXV, 1920,
p. 217.
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French cloths arrived at Genoa either by land and over the Alps, or else along the
Saone and Rhone rivers and then by sea.!*! In the late XIIth century these were
met by the woollen and cotton fabrics of Lombardy which reached Genoa over
the Apennine passes.’*? In 1277 Genoa also established z direct sea route to
Flanders,'*? and thereafter its commercial contacts with this rapidly expanding
manufacturing area became even stronger. Throughout the XIIIth century the
quantiges of Flemish cloth reaching Genoz steadily grew, while the principal
Genoese export to the Near East was Flemish, Brabant and French cloth which
had been manufactured in Brussels, Ypres, Poperinghe, Malines, Courtrai,
Bruges, Chalons, Beauvais, Louviers and Paris. These were supplemented by
the Italian cloths from Como, Milan, Piacenza, and Bergamo, as well as by a
growing volume of clothing.'**

Control over the alum mines of Focea, which long remained the most
productive in the whole of Europe, also enabled the Genoese to monopolize the
trade in a raw material which was indispensable in textile production.!® Exports
of Syrian cotton'*® and the silk of the Caspian region as well as the large
quantities obtained from China'?’ also gave the Genoese 2 strategic role in the
trade in raw textile materials as well as in finished products. The power which
the Genoese had established in these different manufactured and industrial
products enabled them as 2 result to play a central role in the internal commerce
as well as the foreign trade of the Byzantine empire and the whole Levantine
area. :

Although to a lesser degree than in the case of Genoa, the economies of all
the other major Mediterranean ports in the XIIIth century were closely tied o
major centres of manufacruring production. This was particularly true of
Venice,'*® which provided the principal centre for the commerce of the textiles
of Lombardy and southern Germany, from where they were carried to the
markets of the Byzantne Empire and Persia.!*® Venice also played a key role in
supplying the manufacturing industries of the Po Valley with Syrian cotton and

13! Exeremely imporrant are the 3 volumes published by R. DogHaERD, Les relations
commerciales entre Génes, la Belgigue et 'Outremont d’aprés les archives notariales
génoises aux Xille et XIVe siécles, Bruxelles-Roma 1941.

12 X1lth Century Lombardy gravitated towards Genoa rather than Venice: P.
Vaccari,Da Venezia a Genova, Un capitolo di storia delle relaziont commerciali dell’alto
Medio Eve, in, Studi in onore di G. Luzzarre, Milano 1950, 1, pp. 88-95.

133 R.DOEHAERD, 0p. Gr., [, p. 224.

1% M. BALARD, 0p. Gt., 1, pp. §34-839,

i35 R, LoPEz, B. Zacearia, pp. 23-61.

1% M.F. Mazzaoul, The Jtalian Cotton Industry in the Later Middle Ages 1100-
1600, Cambridge 1981, pp. 28 ff.

37 RS, Lopez, Nuove lud, cit., pp. 95 £,

138 G, LUzzATTO, Storia economica di Venezia dall’XT al X VI secolo, Venezia 1961,
pp. 46-47.

W9 Testamento di Pietro Viglioni, veneziano, fatto a Tanris (Persiz), in “Archivio
Venero™, XX VI, 1883, pp. 161 ff,
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Egyptian alum. From the early XIVth century Venetian commercial contacts
with Flanders, which had previously relied on the overland routes across
Germany, were strengthened with the beginning of regular voyages by Venetan
galley convoys to Bruges.**® However, throughout the XIIIth and for most of
the XIVth century, Venice’s role in the Medirerranean texrile trade was less than
that of Genoa. It was only in the Jate XIVth and in the XVth century that Venice
took on a cenrral position in the trade in industrial products when it becarne the
principal entrepdt and marketing centre for the wool and cotton fabrics of
Lombardy, for Florentine wool and silk, and for the rapidly expanding fustian
cloths of southern Germany.'** By the XVth century Venice much more than
Genoa was at the head of a convergence of great flows of manufactured goods.

Returning to the late XIIIth century, it would be difficult to over-esumarce
the importance of the Mediterranean textile trade for the rise of Marseilles and
Barcelona, both of which remained for a long time important centres for
marketing the producrs of the Provencal and Caralan textile industries which
occurred also in the late XIIth century.*

X

The principal trade axis that emerged in the late XIIth century revolved
around the trade in manufacrured goods which drew northern Europe and the
Ortent into a single trading system. On the new axis, Pisa held only a secondary
position, and was i the course of the XIIIth century increasingly marginabised
as the new trade routes took shape. Its control over the major trade routes
weakened and was progressively overshadowed by the neighbouring port of
Genoa. Excluded from the commercial tes that were developing berween the
European manufacturing centres and the Levant, Pisa’s share in Near Eastern
trade also declined and the city was in turn excluded from the great Middle
Eastern markets from which Genoa was growing richer day by day. As a result
Pisa declined from being a major Mediterranean power to a more limited cenrre
for trade around the Tyrrhenian Sea. Yetalthough its role in Levantine trade was
reduced, its exclusion was by no means total and it continued to trade both in
European textiles and in industrial raw materials, Irs decline was essentially
relative to the expansion of Genoa and Venice.

When in 1281 a Pisan vessel was shipwrecked off Corfu its holds were laden
with a precious cargo of 676 cloths.!* The cloths came from the great manufac-
turing areas of the day; 20% were from Flanders and France (mainly from Ypres
and Provins); 41% from Lombardy; the remaining 39% from Florence. This

" G. LuzzatTo, 0p. ait., p. 38.

"1 As well as op. ait., M.F. Mazzaour and G. LuzzaTTo, see E. ASHTOR, L’exporta-
tion de textiles vecidentales dans le Proche Orient musulman au bas Moyen Age (1370-
1517), in, Studi in memoria di F. Melis, I1, Napoli 1978, pp. 303-377.

42 C. CARRERE, Barcelone et le commerce de 'Orient & la fin du Moyen Age, in,
Soeiérés et compagnies, cit., pp. 365-369.
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alone is sufficient to show that Pisan merchants were active in the new trade in

_manufactured goods. Yet their activities were limited in scale, and they operated
around rather than along the principal trading axes. Pisa did not conrtrol the main
flows of production, but rather the secondary branches and tributaries. Her
merchants, for example, sold Milanese woollen and linen cloth in Sardinia,'**
while French and Elemish cloths were imported to Pisa from Genoa'*® for sale
in Florence;'*® ar Pisa we find English cloths too;!*” Florentine cloths reached
Pisa either via the Arno or overland for sale in southern Italy at the Salerno
fairs;'*® Pisa imported alum from Sardinia'*? and from the Near East, as well as
wool from the Maghreb!*® and from Majorca®® for resale in Tuscany. In
addition, the expansion of manufactures in the Tuscan cities during the XIIIth
century served also to stimulate Pisan trade, although on closer inspection it
would appear that Pisa’s role in this trade was less than might have been
expected.'?? Certainly it played a much smaller role in the marketing of manu-
factured goods than Genoa. There were no links between Pisa and the Tuscan
manufacruring centres comparable to those that had been established berween
Genoa and the industrial centres of Flanders, France and Germany. As a result
Pisa’s commercial links with the Levant were not comparable with those of
Genoa. :

Of the Tuscan ciries, Lucca had emerged during the XIlIth century as the
main centre of silk production but gravitated towards Genoa rather than Pisa.
No permanent commercial links were formed with Pisa,** and the silk cloths
manufactured in Lucca were sent to Genoa either by way of the little sea port of
Motrone or else overland through the Apennine passes. It was also in Genoa that
the merchants of Lucca purchased the raw silks from the Caspian, from China,
and from southermn Italy.

W I Registri della Cancelleria angioina, XXV (1280-82), Napoli 1978, n. 170,
pp. 35-39.

4 F. ArTizZU, 0p. 022., I, 2. 33, p. 47.

15 R. DavipsosN, op. cit., I, n. 517.

16 Jbid., nn. 39,70; S. TerL1ZZL, 0p. ait., n. 198.

W7 ASP, Ospedali di S. Chiara, 2070, ¢. 281v (cloths of Seanford).

48§ TERLIZZI, 0p. ., 0. 3653 R. DaviDSoRN, ap. at., IIL, n. 723.

™% F. Armrzzv, op. cit., I,n. 7, p. 11.

159 M. Bensac, op. at., pp- 235 ff.; R.S. LorEz, B. Zaccaria, cit., Appendice n. V,

. 261,
P s R. Davipsonn, op. ¢it., 111, n. 348,

132 On the ralations between Pisz and the other Tuscan cities, see F. MeL1s, Lecono-
mia delle cittd minori delle Toscana, in, Le zecche minori toscane fino al XIV secolo, At
del III Convegno internazienale, Pistoia 1967, pp. 13-40.

153 M. Cozrpero D1 S. QuiNTING, Cenni intorno al commercio dei Lucchesi cot
Genovest nel XII e XIII secolo, in *Ari dellz R. Accademia luechese”, X, 1845; and
especially P. Racv, Le marché génois de Lz soie en 1288, in “Revue des érudes sud-est
européennes™, VIII, 1970, pp. 403-417.
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Although by the start of the XIVth century Fiorence had become the leading
woollen textile producer in Europe, her products were marketed almost endirely
without the assistance of the merchants of Pisa. During the XIIIth and XIVth
centuries Florence exported little to the Levant,'™ and when her merchant
entrepreneurs wished to export their cloths to the East they sent thern over the
Apeanines to Venice rather than to Pisa.’®® When the Levantine markets became
for Florence much more important, as in the following centuries, the Florentine
texrile products were sent there mainly through Venice.'** But in the XIlIith and
XIVth centuries the principal markets for Florentine cloths were in southern
Italy, where Florentine merchants and merchandise travelled either by land*”
or else by sea from Venice.”*® The French and Flemish cloths thar came to
Florence for final finishing processes arrived by land over the Apennines rather
than by sea,'*? while the supplies of raw wool from England and of alum were
provided by Genoese merchants.!¢

Pisa’s share in the new trade flows that originated with the expansion of
European manufacturing production in the XIHIth century was therefore re-
latively weak, and was situated around the margins rather than at the centre of
the great commercial axes, Further evidence of this lies in the fact that unlike
Genoa and Venice, Pisa never mounted great commercial convoys in the X1IIth
century.’®! The Genoese “carovane” and the Venetian “mude” enabled the two
cities to maintain continuous and regular contacts with the industrial hinter-
lands of Europe and the great markets of the Orient. At Pisa this never hap-
pened. Even when in the late XI1Ith and early XIVth centuries the Pisans
opened up seaborne links with Flanders these remained sporadic and irregular,

134 M. BarLarp, La Romanie, civ, 11, p. 836; H. HosmiNo, L'arte dells lana in
Firenze nel basso Medioevo, Firenze 1980, pp. 65 ff; ID., Lz compagnia commerciale dei
Pitti in Napoli nel 1341: un commento per la storia dell’arte della lana di Firenze del
Trecento, in, Studi in memoria di F. Mels, 11, cit., p. 228: “generally speaking, Florentine
cloth never left the Tralizn peninsulz, and excepr for the consignment sent to the Levant
through Venice, Naples and Pisa, the greater part of Florentine production was con-
sumed in Italy and only very small quantiries were sent to Germany ™.

155 R. DAVIDSOHN, op. ¢it., 111, nn, 549, 729, 730.

1% See especially the famous will of Tommaso Mocenigo published in M. SanvuTo,
Vite de’ Duchi di Venezia, in Rerwm Italicarum Scriptores, ed. L.A. Muratori, XX11,
milano 1733, col. 954; E. AsuToR, L’exportation, ., pp. 312 ff.

157 R. DavIDSOHN, op. cit., 11T, nn. 135, 435, 948.

158 [bid., n. 549.

157 A. SAPORI, [l taccamento def panni franceschi a Firenze nel Trecento, in Studi di
storia economica, Firenze 1982, [, p. 254,

. 1% M. BaLarD, La Romanie, cit., I1, p. 780; R. DAVIDSOHN, op. ciz., II1, n. 944; ASP,
Dipl. Alliata, 29 May 1332-1 April 1333.

1 On this see: G. Luzzatro, Navigazione di linea ¢ navigazione libeva nelle grandi
citté marinare del Medio Evo, in Studi di storia economica veneziana, Padova 1954,
pp. 53-57. For Venice ID., Storia economica di Venezia, cit., p. 45. On Pisan shipping and
the absence of convoys see A. SCHAUBE, Stora, cit., p. 188,
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unlike those of Venice and Genoa.!®? There were also very few Pisan merchants
to be found at the Champagne Fairs where the greater part of the Flemish cloths
were soid.'s?

X

Genoa’s commercial supremacy in the Mediterranean was crowned by two
great military victories: against Pisa in 1284 at Melloria and against Venice in
1298 at Curzole. In both cases the losses in both men and money were great, but
whereas Pisa never recovered from the defear, Venice was able to continue wo
play a leading role in Mediterranean trade over the coming centuries. Historians
have often seen the battle of Melloria as a decisive turning point that derermined
Pisa’s decline from a leading Mediterranean power 1o a more subordinate
commercial and political position.’®* In fact, defeat at Mellonia occurred after,
not before, Pisa had lost the long commercial struggle with Genoa. Of the two
cities, the Pisan economy had flourished during the period when economic
expansion in Euvrope had hardly penetrated beyond the coastline into the
interior. As a new structure of Mediterranean trade began to take shape, Genoa
was much more favoured. Its close ties with the manufacturing hinterlands
provided the basis for an economic transformation which enabled it to exploit
dynamically and effectively the new opportunities of international trade. Its
economic structure was ideally suited to the new realities of Mediterranean
trade, and the city’s energy and power rapidly expanded. The naval batide ac
Melloria led to the victory of the more powerful of the rwo different economic
and commercial structures. [t produced a true selection berween two different
organisms. Pisa, whose position on the major markets of the period had already
grown dangerously weak, was 10 find itself thereafter excluded. The loss of the
eastern markets was certainly not the only factor that brought about Pisa’s
decline, but it was one of the most important and symptomaric developments in
a process that reduced the city to the level of a localized trading centre in the
Tyrrheruan, This was to be the role that the region around Pisa, and then Pisa
and Livomno together, was to perform for a long time within the context of the
territorial state dominated by the great manufacturing and banking city of
Florence.'% :

162 Pisan ships may have reached Flanders in the late XI1Ith cenrury: R. DoErazrD,
op- ar., I, p. 1;0n 1322 R. DAVIDSOHN, op. ¢it., 111, n. 770,

63 Schaube emphasized Pisa’s marginal role in central and northern France: A.
ScHAUBE, Storia, cit., pp. 412-413 and 437. Pisans were not completely absent from the
Champagne Fairs; see R. DaviDsoHN, op. at., 11, nn. 24, 80; ASP, Dipl. Oliverani, 5
QOctober 1273, 4 Decernber 1273; ASP, Ospedali di 5. Chiara, 2070, c. 183.

164 This is the interpretation given by virmually all the histonians of medieval Pisan
cconomy.

165 For a more detailed analysis see P. MALANIMA, La formazione di una regione
economica: la Toscana nei secoli XIIT-XV, in “Societi e storia”, VI, 1983, pp. 229-269.
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