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I. Introduction

The Spanish Enlightenment was a continuation of various reform move-
ments which began in other parts of Europe at earlier dates. Its greatest intensity
wook place during the last half of the eighreenth century under the administra-
tions of Charles III and Charles IV. This intensity coincided closely with the
most active life of the prerequisite vehicle of reform, the economic societies
(Sociedades Econdmicas de Amigos del Pais). Reformers working through the
economic societies faced two major obstacles to an improved economic order
for eighteenth-century Spain. The first was the Church, which had strong vested
interests int termns of ownership of land, special tax privileges, conrrol over many
of the educarional institutions, and censorship through means of the Inquisition.
The second was the landed aristocracy, which was often closely associated with
the vested interests of the Church. The aristocracy was favoured by lack of
taxation, entailed estates, taxing privileges against the poor, and control of
public institutions. The Church and the aristocracy benefited from the repressed
majority in the populace. It was in their interest to maintain the starus quo
socially, politically, and economically. '

The economic societies were officially-sanctioned organizations sheltening
education works and proposed legislation by regalists, Freemasons, Jansenists,
and others considered by the Church to be heretical types. They were able to
counter the Church and the aristocracy with various reform movements with
relative impunity. The Spanish Enlightenment would have been greatly retarded
without the economic societies as a countering foree.

Padre Benito Feijoo sparked the Spanish Enlightenment early in the eight-
eenth century with his attacks on superstitions and custom of the times. His
action was followed by the era of the “enlightened despots,”! who changed the

* A preliminary version of this paper was presented at the Midsouth Academy of
Economists. The author would like to thank Don Bellznte, Robert Ekelund, Robert
Hébert, Randall Holcambe, David Whitten, and Leland Yeager for comments on earlier
drafts.

! In zddition to the Spanish monarchs, Charles III and Charles IV, the enlighrened
desports included Frederick II in Prussia, Catherine II in Russia, Joseph II tn Austria,
Gustavus I in Sweden, and Stanislaw in Poland.
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relationship of the State to the individual and made the State independent of the
Church. The State took an interest in the welfare of individuals a5 a means to its
own power. Bitar argued that in Spain the State became an intermediary between
man and God.? The enlightened despots and the Spanish economic societies
formed 2 complementary link from the people to the government and a barrier
between the Church and reformers of the time. The barrier was not absolute,
however, as demonstrated by the many persecutions which were imposed on
reformers of the last half of the eighteenth century and the first decade of the
nineteenth century. Revolutionary outside ideas were inhibited since the overt
support of reform movements would challenge papazl authority and local offi-
cials of the Church. Resistance to the strength of the Church and the Inquisition
necessitated some cohesive bond to help prevent the isolated breakdown of the
elements of enlightenment and reform necessary to bring prosperiry o Spain.

The purposes of this paper are:

1. To identify the need for a reform vehicle in terms of education, econo-
mics, and legislation;

2. Toexamine the establishment of the economic socteties and key agents in
sympathy with their reform movements;

3. Todiscuss exemplary activides of the societies in the reform movement of
the Enlightenment; and

4. To evaluate the impact of the economic societies on the Enlightenment.

II. Need for the Societies

There were multiple reasons for reform in Spain: economic decadence, poor
land resource use and inequitable land tenure policies, poor education, and
deficient industrial development. Spain was considerably behind the rest of
Europe in economic development, as illustrated below. The economic deca-
dence in Spain was perhaps the most pressing reason for concentraring on the
need for a development vehicle, The decadence started roughly with the seven-
teenth cenrury and lasted a hundred years or so, well into the second decade of
the 1700s.> Declines in stock raising, agriculture, and trade were accompanied
by population losses, poor harvests, political impotence and a title conscious-
ness combined with an aversion to work.* Spain was slow to accept new thought
on education, philosophy, and economics, all of which counld have served as the
basis of progress to be made in the country. Evidence of Spain’s backwardness in
the eighteenth century was manifest by the absence of scienufic contnbutions

2 MaRCELO BrTar-LETAIF, Economistas Espafioles del Siglo XVIII, (Madnid, Edi-
ciones Culrura Hispinica, 1968), p. 8.

3 JaimE Vicens-Vives, An Economic History of Spain, (Princeton, Princeton Uni-
versity Press, 1969}, p. 6.

* Ihid ., pp. 411412,
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akin to those in other countries, where outstanding gains were made in analytic-
al mechanics, optics, acoustics, thermodynamics, electricity and magnensm,
and chemistry.>

According to Shafer, “ The Spanish Bourbons inherited in 1700 from their
Hapsburg predecessors a nation suffering from a diseased economy, however
sound the other national organs may have been.” and “At least it was clear then,
as now, that a cure for the economic ailmenr would be useful. All governments
of eighteenth-century Spain yearned to fatten the fisc by improving the general
economy; but their efforts had ambiguous results at best.””® Efforts were made
to tax Church lands after the Concordat of 1753 berween Ferdinand and the
Pope. Other attempts were made to rax Jands of the aristocracy, but these plans
largely failed.” These frustrated efforts, combined with high military expend:-
tures, heiped to keep the public till empty.

Sarratlh pointed out numerous examples of the economic misery of the
Spanish masses during the eighteenth century. The counrry’s patriots had at
least become cognizant of criticism from the outside, especially from France,
where Spain was portrayed as a dual society in which most of the populace were
illiterates who could barely sustain themselves, while a select few lived in
prospericy.®

A strong economic argument could be made for land reform; open lands,
due to disallowance of enclosure by fencing, prevented the highest and best use
of resources. Entailed estates, both civil and ecclesiastical, hindered prosperity
by interfering with free resource movement and free trade. Population decline,
with remaining residents at the point of starvation, were portrayed by Sarrailh.
Maltreatment of tenant farmers, taxing tenants of land, restricnions on crop
selection, and other repressive regulations kept the lower classes downtrodden.
Hunger, sickness, and death were the rule.’

Shafer added that “In addition, the exghteenth century inherited problems of
currency inflation and rising prices; an emphasis on currency inflation and rising
prices; an emphasis on stockraising at the expense of agriculture; the holding out
of production of vast lands held by communes, nobility, and Church; a decayed
commerce, internal and external; a long enfeebled industrial production; and a
social bias against manual Jabor.”’'® Wars, unwillingness to tax, and running the

® Francisco GaLNDo-Garcia, £l Espirite del Siglo XVIII y la Personalidad de
Jovellanos, (Oviedo, Instituto de Estudios Asturianos, 1971), p. 19.

® ROSBERT JONES SHAFER, The Economic Societies in the Spanish World (1763-1821),
{Syracuse, Syracuse University Press, 1958), p. 4.

7 RicHARD HERR, The Modern Nations in Historical Perspecrwe—Spam, (Englewood
Cliffs, NJ, Prentice-Hail, 1971}, pp. 54-55.

¥ JEAN SarRrawLH, La Espaia llustrada de la Segunda Mitad del Siglo XVIII, Transla-
ton by Antonio Alatorre, (Mexico City, Fondo de Cultura Econémica, 1957), pp. 17-21.

* Ibid., pp. 22-30. :

'% Shater, op. cit., pp- 4-5.
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printing press were causes of inflation during the latrer part of the cenwury.
Harmilton reported that Spain resorted to paper money for the first time in
1780.' The emphasis on stockraising was carried out by supporting the Mesta,
the sheepherders’ guild, by prohibiting farmers from putting the plow to their
land. Agricuiture was therefore deprived of the opportunity to allocate lands wo
food production which was more valuable to the economy because of price
changes in favour of food and against stockraising,'?

Ignorance, inertia, and a conformist attitude were the great impediments to
economic progress in Spain in the latter half of the eighteenth century. Astrolo-
gers practised artful deceit as the ignorant mamnrained cheir beliefs in magic and
mysticisrn. Some people believed that old seeds led to the production of diffe-
rent plant species. Feijoo was amused on observing the fearful ignorant during
an eclipse, as they shyly set out for their quarters, while he himself took a stroll
to demonstrate that no harm would result.!? Olavide was persecured by the
Inquisition in the late 1770’s because, among other reasons. “... he championed
the Copernican system, and objected to the ringing of bells as a specific against
thunderstorms.”* Fejioo portrayed the bleeding of the anaemic and other
similar acts to illustrate the backwardness of the medical profession in Spain.'s

The existing conditions suggested a great opportunity in the field of educa-
tion at all levels of Spanish sociery. Sarrailh detailed the worthless teaching
methods of the Church, with its emphasis on Latin and strict discipline to the
tune of corporal punishment, its arbitranness, its incoherence, and its gloomy
monastic hypocrisy. Emphasis on rote memory, personal prejudices against the
poorer classes, an abundance of philosophizing, and scant opportuniry for
application to the problems of the day were the circumstances of education for
younger students. As 2 partial remedy, the teaching of reading, writing, and
arithmetic was put forth by Jovellanos as a worthy goal of the economic
societies.'®

In discussing the revisionists, Shafer remarked that “They could not turn for
advancement for their ideas to the universities, which clung to traditional
patterns, much as English universities in the same period. Intellectual fossiliza-
tion in these cloisters merely resulted in the new ideas being introduced ourside
them often through specialized institutions formed on foreign models.”"”

1 Earr J. HamiLtoN, War and Prices in Spain 1651-1800, (Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts, Harvard University Press, 1974), p. 152.

2 Herr, 1971, op. at., p. 60.

1 Sarraith, op. cit., pp. 60-65.

4 CeciL RoTH, The Spanish Inquisition, (New York, W.W, Norton and Company,
1964), p. 255.

¥ Sarrailk, op. cit., pp. 106-107,

16 fbid., pp. 55-57. :

7Shafer, op. at., p. 20.
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Poltreported a similar low esteem for the universities in that “The important
intellecrual progress of the age, in Spain and elsewhere, took place outside the
universities and often against their opposition.” ¥ Cabarris was more emphatic
and argued for closing down the universities, referring to them as cesspools of
humanity. They were fraught with corruption and error, and he thought they
caused great damage and could not be shut down too soon.'”

Padre Luis Antonio Verey’s {pseudonymn El Barbadifio) book Verdadeiro
método de estudar cricitized Spain’s universities for emphasis on memory,
Anistotelian and scholastic authority, and for a lack of concern for experimenta-
ton. The book was not well received by the clergy since it was perceived as
anti-]esuit, but it was approved by the agents of reform.%®

The aim of the reformers was to promote useful knowledge instead of
multiplying the examples of useless teaching. Jovellanos, Cabarriss, and Campo-
manes certainiy pressed for this type of action. Cabarris demanded teaching of
“... only necessary, useful and practical things.”* Jovellanos was more moder-
ate, prescribing a balance of the practical and the theoretical as complementary
sumulants to progress.

The need for an enlightened group of policy makers and an enlightened
magistracy was a constant theme of Jovellanos, who was perhaps the greatest
contributor to the Spanish Enlightenment. He saw the néed to open up foreign
and domestic commerce through free enterprise and eliminaton of impediments
to the allocation of resources. This end could be attained only by the economic
education of government officials and by general education of the populace.

The opportunity cost related to poor education was apparent in Sarrailh’s
chapter on the “Burden of the Routine,” in which he reported on the grear
difficulty in.changing any production method in the country. Bernardo Ward
had argued that spinning production at times could be increased by as much as
five times by a simple change in methods.?* Spain’s industrial development
depended upon changes in education to take advantage of all opportunities for
gain in the country’s economy.

The agents of change were the revisionists and the vehicle was the group of
economic societies. According to Shafer, “The Spanish revisionists were moder-
ate reformers, not revolutionaries or heretics. Some, as Aranda, were fun-

' JornH. K. PoLt, Gaspar Melchor de Jovellanos, (New York, Twayne Publishers,
1971), p. 108.

¥ Sarmaith, op. cit., p. 217.

# Ibid., pp. 199-202.

' Ihid., pp. 176-178.

2 Jbid., p. 184.

2 Gaspar Mrrcsor DE JoveLranos, “Economia Civil” In Don Miguel Artola
(ed.}), Obras De D. Gaspar Melchor De Jovellanos, (Madrid, Biblioteca de Autores
Espanoles, 1956), pp. 7-17.

# Sarrailh, op. ., p. 40.
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damentally political figures and most of the imporzant revisionists held some
sortof offictal position; others, as Olavide and Cabarris were in part writers of a
doctrinal and ideological bent; another group, including Campomanes, was
disting;xsished by tts learning, especially historical, and by its practical point of
view.”

Only through 2n insulating vehicle such as the economic societies wouid it
have been possible to protect the individual agents of reform from persecution
by the conservative elements including the Inquisition and the Church. Accord-
ing to Shafer, “The mfluence of the Church was attacked by a number of
measures, of which the expulsion of the Jesuits was merely the most spectacular.
The Church cast a sour eye upon the revisionists, nor was it reconciled by
knowledge that other governments in the age of enlightened despodsm were
enacting similar measures. There were few liberal ecclesiastics, and the general
population of Spain was never enthusiastic about the aims of the civil govern-
ment in its quarrels with the Church.”?¢

IIL Establishment of the Economic Societies

The failures of the universides and lower level educational insttutions left a
void which was partially filled by what Shafer called “specialized instirutions”
based on foreign models. Some of these were the Royal Spanish Academy, the
Academy of History, the Academy of Fine Arts of Saint Ferdinand, the School
of Mines in Almadén, and the Museum and Botany Garden at Madrid. Shafer
stated that, “Not least of these new, liberal, extra-university centres of enlight-
enment were the sixty Economnic Societies of Friends of the Country organized
between 1775 and the dawn of the new century.”%

At the impulse of Peniaflorida and fifteen others in 1763, a Project and Plan of
Agriculture, Sciences and Useful Arts for Guipfizcoa was synthesized and
approved by the “Juntas generales” in Villafranca. The document included the
proposal of “... a ‘Society,” a lottery to support it, and means of improving
agriculture, rustic economy, the sciences, the useful arts, industry, and
commerce.”?

The Sociery was organized at Azcoita in December 1764 and had its first
annual meeting at Vergara on 6 to 14 February, 1765, to hear numerous scienufic
papers. According to Shafer, “An order in 1765 gave royal license for the
Society, directing officials of the Basque provinces to aid it. Statutes were
printed in 1766, but soon changed, the new starutes being approved by the
Crown in 1773, and published in 1774.7%

2 Shafer, op. cir., pp. 19-20.
% fhid.,p.7.

7 Ibid., p. 20.

8 Ibid., p.29.

» Ibid., pp- 29-30.
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The economic societes were not original to Spain, having forbears in the
Royal Societies of London, Dublin, and the royal 2cademies of Paris, Berlin, and
St. Petersburg. Shafer reported that, “Spamniards resident in France in the last
three or four decades of the century must have known of the numerous agri-
cultural societies of thar country.”?® Similar societies which stimulated the
establishment of the Spanish societies also were mentioned in Zurich and Berne
in Switzerland and in Scotland.’® Bernardo Ward referred to societies in
Sweden, Tuscany, France, and Dublin on which juntas of zealous patricians in
Spain could mode! their supporting organization.*?

Ceruainly, various juntas and more informal “terrulias™ led logically to the
establishment of the oniginal society. In speaking of one of the tertuliz groups as
early as 1748, Sarrailh reported that, “... Mondays they will discuss mathema-
tics; Tuesdays, physics; Wednesdays, reading history writings and translaton
done by the ‘academics’; Thursdays and Sundays, small concerts; Frdays,
geography; and Saturdays, discussions on question of the day.”** The Freema-
sonry movement helped considerably in laying the groundwork for spreading
new secular ideas in the populace by way of the economic societies.

Following information such as that provided by Bernardo Ward and Mel-
chor Rafael de Macanaz with respect to foreign societies, it was Campomanes
who gave impetus to the national proliferation of economic societies in Spain.?®
After the independent organization of societies at Baeza and Jaén in 1774,
Campomanes issued his Circular of November 18 from the Consejo Supremo
de Casulla directing local zuthorities to establish economic societies in their
provinces. This directive was accompanied by many copies of the Discurso sobre
el fomento de la industria popular which was attributed to Campomanes.®®
Details for the operation of societies were spelled out in the first essay of
Compomanes’ Discurso sobre la educacion popular de los artesanos y su fomento
published in 1775.%7

The socienes were largely regional organizations bur had a rather wide
influence because of the distribution of their members and of their schools’
alumni around the world. Many of the members resided outside of the region of
their society. This was especially true of the Basque Sociery.?®

® 7bid., pp. 24-25.

N Ibid., p. 25.

3 Ihid., p. 9.

¥ Sarmailh, op. cit., p. 231.

* Shafer, op. at., p. 25

* Sarrailh, op. cit., pp. 234-236 and Shafer, op. at., p. 11.

* Sarrailh, op. cir., p. 252. In a separate paper [ have dealt with the questioned
authenricity of this authorship.

7 Ibid., pp. 252-253.

% Shafer, op. cit., pp. 44-47.
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The members of the society were motivated by feelings of patriotism which
directed their dedication of time, effort and money to the organizatons. Some of
the organizations were called “Sociedades Parri6ticas™ in place of “Sociedades
Econémicas.” Their membership covered all socio-economic levels and often
included the clergy, in spite of the many conflicts of the societies and the
Church. The majority of the members were from the nobility of the ume.

Of numbers of people, Shafer thought 5,000 to 10,000 might have been
members between 1764 and 1821 and stated that, “The Madrid had 450 enrolled
in 1795; the Segovia, 116 1n 1785; the S. Cnistéval de la Laguna, 122 in 1779; the
Las Palmas was founded by at least 65 at about the same time; the Valencia
claimed over 300 ir 1777, but listed only 206 in 1786; the Basque had some 400
members in 1773 and may have enroiled 1,000 betweea 1767 and 1793, There
were sixty-odd societies tn 1803; some did listle, some nothing at all.”**

Dues of members were the only regular monetary support for some of the
societies. Lotreries were a source of income for others. Monerary gifts also came
from mesmbers, the Crown, and the ecclesiastical hierarchy. Certain municipali-
ties gave direct financial support and free meeting space for the local
organization.* Herr reported from news items on the financing of the Murcia
Economic Society, which was established in 1778, that “The bishop of Murcia,
Manuel Rubin de Celis, had been its soul and chief benefactor. He endowed it
with an annual income of fifreen thousand reales. His successof had also
supported it financially, and the present bishop, Victorizno Lépez Gonzalo,
besides.bearing the expenses of all the prizes it offered, established factories for
linen and silk ribbons and for woollen and linen cloth to give useful employment
to indigent men and women. The society maintained elementary schools for
boys and girls, in which learning the catechism was encouraged by the award of
prizes. It had another free school for arithmetie, geometry, and drawing.”*!

'The Madrid Society was exceptional in that it received support through a
Royal Gratuity Fund. Most of this fund was used for financing education for the
poor and for provision of work for the poor in cottage industries. One sociery
attempted to raise money by selling issues of its proceedings. The largest
support of the societies, no doubt, came from the free services of their members.
Shafer reported that in money terms, the entire dues collection of the Madrid
Society covered scarcely more than half the costs of four spinning schools 1t
maintained in its first couple of years. The Crown was more generous with the
Madrid Society than with the others, probably because of the fact that the
Madrid Sociery functioned much like 2 research bureau for the government. All

9 Ibid.,p. 73,

* Ibid., p.74.

“1 RicuarDp HERR, The Eighteenth Century Revolntion in Spain, (Princeton, Prince-
ton Universiry Press, 1958}, p. 356.
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in all, the financing for the societies was sparse, and it declined from the
eighteenth century to the nineteenth century.*

To ask that private contributions fund the societies would have been a big
order. There was sporadic and continuing competition for financial gifts. An
example is the campaign of 1793 against the French. The first part of this
campaign was supported entirely from gifts from individuals at home and
abroad, but 2 sizable deficit would eventually occur in the budget, requiring
financing by borrowing. The war with France was scarcely over when a new war
with the British would ensue.*® The generous gifts of the individual members
lustrate their dedication to the belief that the economy would be improved by
enhancing the abilities of the private sector, an idea which they promoted with
their many free enterprise prescriptions.

Progress of the societies was not smooth; they encountered setbacks such as
those from repression by Floridablanca due to his fears of French ideas of liberty
and due to financial competition from the war support against France and
Britain in the 1790’s.** The societes were also ineffectual during the War of
Liberation from 1808-1814.** Their work did not come back strongly after the
War. The Madnd Soctety is probably representative as described by Shafer,
“Bur although the Madrid Society did some work in 1814-1821, it confined itself
to relatively innocuous charitable, educational, and cultural work, not picking
up the controversial economic questions considered earlier.”*®

With respect to the role and tenure of the societies, Shafer stated that “Their
decadence in the nineteenth century coincided with the appearance of such
bodies as the Ministries of Public Instruction and Public Works, the provineial
commissions of those ministries, the Ateneos and other centers of culture and of
industrial and economic propaganda, the Chambers of Commerce, Agricultural
Federations, and Workers Centers.”¥’

IV. Activities of the Societies

The results of the support of the economic societies in the reform movement
were both general and specific with respect to education and government. Great
opportunities for the societies to effect reform arose coincident with the expul-
sion of the Jesuits. The societies were popular organizations with various
objectives. They attempted to assist the peasant agricultural ¢lasses by teaching

*2 Shafer, p. at., pp. 67-74.

# Herr, 1958, op. cit., pp. 381-388.
* Ibid., pp. 381-388.

* Shafer, op. at., p. 55.

% Ibid., p.63.

Y Ibid., p. 114,
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them and by providing material aid in the form of free seeds and proper tools.
Their liberal economic Jegislarion tended to enhance the economy by reducing
impediments to progress in agriculture and industry.*®

Education was one of the most important actvities of the economic
sacieties. According to Sarrailh, “The Government dedicated its attention, after
1771, to professional education which was distributed by the economic
societies. The Sociedad Econdmica Vascongada received for its library, after
1771, the famous education course of La Chalotais, and multiplied the schools
year after year, undertaking an ambitious project: the founding of 2 modern
model college.™**

This model college opened in 1776 in Vergara was called the Real Seminario
Patriético Vascongado and was under the direction of Count Pefiaflorida, who
established the first economic society in 1764. These Liberal technical schools
were a radical contrast to the typical ecclesiastical schools and the universities in
that they purported to “... form able subjects for careers and profession of
immediate utility to the state.”*°

The Real Seminario in Vergara and some of the later ones were lieral by
giving a thorough grounding in the humanities, with emphasis on modern
languages of science such as French, Itaban, English, and German. They were
practical by their emphasis on experimental physics, agriculture and marhema-
tics. The institute at Vergara was the first major secular school of its type in
Spain, yet it contnued to give religious instruction. The Church was de-
emphasized, and the school objective was directed toward the solution of the
problem of the State. It included among other departments, commerce, chemis-
try, mineralogy, metallurgy, public architecture, and agronomy. The college
reflected the attitude of Penaflorida who was “... an ardent friend of the modern
sciences in inverse proportion with his respect for the methods of Aristotle.”!

Mutually protective bonds were established berween the teaching instru-
tions and the economic societies proliferating in the rest of the country after
1774. This pervasive protection would have some power in reducing the censor-
ing of material and in reducing other effects of the Inquisition. The times were
right for an influx of ideas not possible before the administration of Charles
I11.32

QOlavide, one of the leading members of the Seville Society, had the job of
reforming the university in Seville. He also established obhgatory primary
education in the Sierra Morena area of Spain, an area of resettlerment under his
direction as intendant. Campomanes, leading member of the Madnd Society,

*8 Bitar-Leraif, op. cft., p. 17.
** Sarraith, op. at., pp. 211-212.
%0 Ibid., p.212.

5t Ibid., p. 212.

52 Ihid., p.213.
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promoted economic development through the teaching of artisans by the dis-
semination of the technical manuals. His associate Cabarris took a more radical
view, demanding universal elementary education, complete liberty of express-
ion, and physical as well as intellectual instruction.*

Sarrailh added that “In 1792, in one of his famous lerters o Jovellanos,
Cabarris traces out a complete and audacious plan of education, completely
tmpregnated with the French revolutionary spirit.”** Like Jovellanos, Cabarris
envisioned free public education to elementary schoolage children, without
regard to family status. He believed the educational process should be a happy
one for the students as they learned while playing, Jovellanos and Josefa Amary
Borbén agreed with the idea of Cabarris on the importance of the human
capital-building process of physical education and its complementary effect on
improving the mind.*®

Cabarrits would direct students, at the age of ten or so, toward a specific
vocation, keeping in mind the needs of the state. It would be necessary to reduce
emphasis on nonuseful funcrions such as “... the vocations of the clergy, of the
religious state, of the militia, of jurisprudence and of all the parasitic classes of
solicitors and agents, public secretaries and servants.””>®

One of Jovellanos’ specific contributions supported by the societies was his
Real Instituto Astuniano in Gijdn. This particular school was dedicated to the
study of navigation and mineralogy but had a bent to liberal arts as did the one ar
Vergara. Polt indicated thar, “The Institute was not a secondary school of the
general type but the first technical school of Spain with pedagogical ends which -
would transcend the immediately practical ones of the military schools and ship
pilots schools. “They were concerned, in fact, with an effort to secularize
Spanish education, to reduce the theological and juridical studies and to increase
the scientists of industrial application.”™”

Other less publicized schools were established by the Societies. In Zamorz, a
spinning school was built, as were three industrial and agricuirural schools.
Industnal schools were started in Valencia and ferez while an agricultural school
was established in Zaragoza along with a school for spinning and handicrafts and
a drafting and design academy. Zaragoza eventually had a sehool of mathema-
tics, purchasing mathemnatics instruments from London in 1789, A few years
later, the King authorized professorships of botany and chemistry. In Barcelona
the Junta de Commercio, a sister organization of the societies, founded a marine
school as well as schools in Olor, Mallorca, Zaragoza, Tirrega, and Gerona. In

53 Joun H. R. PoLT, “Jovellanos y la Educacién,” Cuademos de la Cdtedra Fejioo, 2
(18), 1966, pp. 332-333.

* Sarrailh, op. Gt., p. 216.

55 Ibid., pp. 216-217.

% Ibid., pp. 216-217.

*7 Polt, 1966, op. dt., p. 335.
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Vaﬂacslglid, 2 drafting school succeeded the academy, which was founded in
1759,

Vocational training was prescribed by the economic societies for the poor,
for women, and for nuns.*” It was used as one means to combat beggary and
vagrancy.®® Vocational training agreed with the idea of resources, even those of
the Church, being fully employed in productive endeavours for the benefit of
the individual and the State. The economics of vocational education and of
education in general was made explicit in various publications such 2s the
Tratado teérico-prdctico de enserianza® by Jovellanos and the Discurso sobre el
fomento de la industria popular®® arributed to Campomanes. These writings
anticipated the popularization of human capiral theory by almost two centuries.

In the agnculeural domain, the societies made special studies including
seeding methods, use of fertilizers, irrigation, plant culture, methods of milling
grain, preparation of olive oil, tree pruning, and tree farming. The studies often
resulted in reports distributed to persons in need of the information, and
demonstration effects were commonly carried out in the gardens of prominent
members. Distribution of seeds and plants was a common practice of the
societies; experimental farms were acquired by the societies to carry out re-
search on plants.®® In 1771 Ofavide, 2 member of the Seville Sociery, had
ploughs with wheels introduced to the countryside.**

The societies attempted to sumulate agriculture and the industrial arts by
awarding prizes to the best artisans and best products at contests and expositions
much like those of the county fair in the United States in the present century.
Both Campomanes and Jovellanos were promoters of this type of activicy.*®

In the industrial sector the societies studied bridge construction, metallurgy,
and various methods of spinning, weaving, and bleaching of textiles.®® The
societies at umes functioned in much the same way as our present-day agricultu-
ral and engineering experimental stations. They also distributed informanon,
aside from their own schools, In much the same manner as the Agricultural
Extension Service in the United States today.

The economic societies were responsible for many medical experiments.
Innoculation and vaccination for disease prevention were projects which added

5% Sarrailh, op. at., pp. 268-271,

% Polt, 1971, op. at., pp. 106-107.

% Shafer, op. cit. pp. 50-57.

¢! Poit, 1971, op. cit., pp. 109-110. I have dealt with the human capital thinking of
Gaspar Melchor de Jovellanos in another paper.

82 Pepro RopricUEz CAMPOMANES, Discurso Sobre ¢l Fomento de la Industria
Popular, Facsimile edinion, {Oviedo, Centro de Estudios del Siglo XVIII, 1979),

8 Sarrailh, op. ciz., p. 26.

& Ibid.,p. 41.

& Ibid., p. 253 and Shafer, op. at., p. 51.

% Sarrailh, op. Gt., pp. 262-266.
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to statistical results favourable to the human capital element of economic
development. Resistance to innoculation and sanitary burials were encountered
from the Church.®” Innoculations and the value of a good diet had been noted in
the Discurso sobre el fornento de la industria popular.®®

The economic societies published major documents supporting legislation
of a revisionist nature relating to education, agrarian reform, tax reform, and
other related marters. The most important document of this type was Jovella-
nos’ Informe en el expedience de ley agraria, © the report on the agrarian law,
which was published by the Madrid Society in 1795. It would have been
impossible for Jovellanos to write under his own name a revisionist discourse on
such politically sensitive topics. This document was of such profound concern
to the Church that ultimately it was put on the “Index” of prohibited books for
a hundred years.”®

The Ley Agraria could be described as a free-enterprise document dedicated
to abolishing laws forming impediments to free trade and free movement of
resources. These laws included those against enclosure by fencing, which gave
sheepherders undue advantages over farmers,”* and those protecting earailed
estates such as mortmain of ecclesiastical bodies and pnmogeniture of privare
citizens. Integral with the entailed estates were the tax exemptions which gave
the wealthy and the Church advantages over others.”? The economic societies
fought the guild system which set up monopolies depriving consumers of lower
prices and higher quality.” Price controls were also attacked by the economic
societies. Some of the {ree enterprise prescriptions contained 1n the Ley agrara
could be traced to the Discurso sobre el fomnento de la industria popuiar,™ 1774,
artributed to Campormanes, and others were contained in the treatise on Econo-
mia civil, 7 1776, by Jovellanos. It is significant that these documents were
coincident with, or anticipated, Adam Smith’s Wealth of Nations.”®

Many of the legislative reforms promoted by the economic societies were
put into practice in the late eighteenth century and early nineteenth century.
Payne reported that “Taxes on salaried officials and on the church were rased,
and new issues of paper money were backed by special levies on landowners and

 Ibid., pp. 49-54.

¢ Campomanes, op. at., pp. li-lil.

9 GaspaR MELCHOR DE JOVELLANOS, “Informe en el Expediente de Ley Agraria.”
In D. Candido Nocedal {ed.), Obras de Don Gaspar Melchor De Jovellanos, Volume 1,
(Madrid, Biblioteca de Autores Espafioles, 1952).

® Polt, 1971, op. cit., pp. 96-99.

7 Ibid., pp. 94-95.

72 Ibid., pp. 96-95.

7% Shafer, op. cit., pp. 104-105.

7* Campomanes, op. cit.

7 Jovellanos, 1936, op. cit.

76 Anam SMmrtH, The Wealth of Nations, (New York, Random House, 1937).
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on the Church. For the first time, the aristocracy was brought directly under
taxauon, and this explains part of the opposition to the government in central
Spain. In 1795, Godoy's government took the step of abolishing the special
‘servicio’ tax on peasants that had first been levied in sixteenth-century Castile,
making the burden somewhat less inequitable.” and “Another important prece-
dent was set in 1798, when the government decided to raise money by auction-
ing off surplus buildings owned by munictpalities. This was the first time that
entailed property was seized and auctioned by the state to pay for war expenses.
In 1798, the government also decreed the sale of the property of most church
charitable foundatons, as well as of all remaining unsold Jesuit property, and
during subsequent years further levies were agreed to by the church 1o meet
military expenses. In 1799, a new property tax was levied on the wealthy,”””

Orher results of economic society recommendations cited by Payne were
that *“One major reform was the partial abolition of the ‘sefiorio eclesidstico’ in
1806. Papal permisson was obtained to sell one-seventh of church properties in
retura for state bonds. This was the last great step of eighteenth-century regalist
policy and opened the way to all-out disamortization of church lands by the
succeeding liberal regime thirty years later.””®

Another action sympathetic with the recommendations of the economic
societies was that “The Corps of Engineers of Highways and Canals was created
in 1799, and all public works undertaken were turned over to it.””” Vicens also
reported thar the Cortes of Cidiz which was convoked in 1810 “... drew up 2
series of magnificent plans regarding ownership of land, trade policy, and
organization of industry. It was this Cortes which amidly imtiated the
bourgeots ideal; elimination of legal fendalism in rural areas, ecclesiastical
disentailment, and suppression of guilds.”*

Extensions of the socieries’ movements inzo the nineteenth century included
a more complete mobilization of agricultural property than was previously
possible. This change had a lasting positive impact on the Spanish economy.
According to Vicens “Uncultivated and crown lands, entailed and mortmain
properties, all were put on the public market and into economic circulation. This
shock permitted a recovery of the national economy which afrer 1855 was
translated into tangible benefits.”®! Labour was made free to move by the
abolition of the guilds. The fiberals encouraged a statistical and economic
sensitivity which led to the creation of the Ministry of Development (Ministerio

77 Stawiey G. Pavng, A History of Spain and Portugal, Volume 2, (Madison,
University of Wisconsin Press, 1973), pp. 418-419.

78 Ibid., p. 419.

7 Vicens-Vives, op. cit., p. 679.

® Ibid,, p.611.

8 Ibid., p. 613.
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de Fomento). Vicens stated that “The great sources for studying the economy of
this period are all liberal ones.”*?

The improved technical base established by the scientfic movement of the
economic societies formed the foundation for the many industrial advances of
Spain in the nineteenth century. Harbour and shipping improvements, develop-
ment of stearnship lines, and development of the railroads benefited from this
foundation.®® Vicens argued that “... then there was the visual as well as
commercial tool represented by the spread of expositions.”®* These marketing
devices were not original with the societies but were certainly popularized by
them as an education, development, and marketing method. The use of fertiliz-
ers in the latter part of the nineteenth century is reportedly responsible for
important gains in the balance of payments. The economic societies had fur-
nished experiments around a century earlier to show the productivity improve-
ments possible from fertilizers.®

In addition to the ecomomic liberalism contributed by the economic
societies, considerable advancement acerued 1o Spatn in the field of economics.
The advances could be grouped under two categories, political economy (eco-
nomiz civil) and rural economy, the latter including farm management, home
econormics, and vanious other applied or technique-subject-matter areas. The
pauctty of economics professorships was remedied at the insistence of the
economic societies, Shafer reported that “The Cortes in 1813 ordered the
establishment of chairs of economia civid in all universities, and escuelas patriéti-
cas of agriculture in all principal towns.””®¢ The Spanish Enlightenment econom-
ists were not great theoreticians, but they changed the tone of acceptance of
known theory to the advantage of the country.

Progress in the reform movement of the Enlightenment often came with
great sacrifice for particular individuals, in spite of the protection afforded by
the economic societies. Cabarnis was imprisoned in 1790 on spurious charges as
a result of his reform action. Jovellanos was exiled from his Madrid post to
Asturias for defending Cabarris. The two were back in favour from 1797-1798
when Godoy, the Prince of Peace, again exiled Jovellanos from the court.”
Godoy himself was deposed for a couple of years and later imprisoned for his
reformist actions; one of his successors, Mariano Luis de Urquijo, was dismis-
sed and imprisoned in 1800; Jovellanos was imprisoned in 1801 for about seven
years. These persecutions were largely stimulated by the reform movements
sanctioned by the economic societies. Aranda, a predecessor to Godoy, a

% Ibid., p. 613.

8 Ibid., pp. 689-692.
% Ibid.,p. 692.

%5 Ibid., pp. 700-701.
% Shafer, op. cit., p. 62.
¥ Ibid., pp. 58-59.
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supporter of Jovellanos for his first government appointment, and a champion
of the revisionist movement, was deposed from his government position,3
Aranda was known to be a Freemason and held a high position in the Masonic
rite; he was chief minister, proposing the expulsion of the Jesuits following the
food riots of 1766.%° In the administration of Charles III “... the Holy Office
was exercised with comparative restraint, but in 1778 it still rerained the power
to try, disgrace, and force from Spain Pablo de Olavide, Campomanes’ chief
collzborator in agrarian and educational reform.””® Valentin de Foronda, liberal
member of the Basque society who had been consul-general to the United
States, was imprisoned after publication of his Spanish version of Rousseau’s
Social Contract in 1814.%!

The success of the economic societies as privately-supported organizations
ultimately contributed to their diminished role in the economy as they were
gradually replaced by governmental organizations which carried out some of
their functions. The new government bureaus replacing the societies would have
probably been greatly delayed in appearance without the reform support of the
eCOMOTIIC SOCIeneEs,

V. Conclusion

An evaluaton of the Spanish economic societias revealed that they had a
significant effect on the economic welfare of the populace through reducing the
relative power of the Church and the landed anistocracy. The original goals of
the sociedes of “... improving agriculture, rustic economy, the sciences, the
useful arts, industry, and commerce™? were atrained. The direct tangible effects
of the socleties could be seen in terms of schools buiit, materials and texts
distributed, demonstration effects of vocational and technical education, experi-
mentation in crops and methods, and information brought from foreign coun-
tries. Those effects much more difficult to evaulate are the ones which occurred
because the protective wall of the officially-sanctioned societies allowed the
bringing together of people and ideas which would not have been possible in the
absence of the economic societies.

Economic development in Spain was advanced by the economic societies
mainly through education and legislation. Under the education heading, signal
improvements were noted in the following categones:

1. General secular education at all levels,

2. Vocadonal and technical educanion,

¥ Payne, ap. at., pp. 416-420.
¥ Ibid., pp. 362-363.

% Ibid., p. 364.

91 Shafer, op. cit., p. 91.

%2 fbid,p.29.
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3. Expenimentation and research, and

4. Extension and information.

The economic societies altered the character of education to promote the useful
arts and sciences which Spain needed. The result of this change in educarion was
an important foundation of technical progress in the next century.

Legislative reform of the societies concentrated on free enterprise and free
movement of resources. Land reform was one of the main results from their
proposals. Specific progress was made by:

. Taxing the aristocracy,

. Taxing Church lands,

. Reducing taxes on peasants,

. Abolishing entailments of the Church and individuals,

Suppressing and abolishing the guilds,

Abolishing the anti-closure laws, and

. Reducing restrictions on crop selection.

Thcse changes provided the means for a more equitable distribution of land and
income and for an upward social mobility for the poor. This part of the reform
movement set the tone for economic liberalism in the ninereenth cenrury.

The field of economics was advanced by the dissemination of books and
other literature, from foreign sources as well as from the sociery members and
other domestic sources. It was also advanced by the establishment of profes-
sorships of economucs.

In summary, the societies made a lasting impact on many technical, political,
economic, educational, and cultural aspects of the Enlightenment populace and
generations of the future. Spain’s intellectual progress and economic reforms
would have been greatly delayed without the support of the economic societies
as a springboard.
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