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Interest in the study of cconomic history has developed quite recently
in Spain. Before the civil war there were a few economists who had studied
with Flores de Lemus and who were in contact with the German Historical
School, and the most representative of this otherwise scattered group of experts
was Ramén Carande. In Catalonia, the creation of the Facultad de Derecho y
Ciencias Econémicas, 1n 1933, within the framework of the Unéversidad Autonoma
de Barcelona, marked a great step forward, and very soon a solid nucleus of
scholars made its presence felt: Soldevila, Sardd, Vicéns Vives, etc, but the
civil war frustrated these promising beginnings. It was not until the fifties that
Vicéns Vives began to introduce the methodology of the French School of the
Annales in Spain, and from then on he began building up a new team of cconomic
historians which become known as the Escmwela de Barcelona. Some first-class
studics have been produced by this School, as a result of its receptivity to new
problems, methods and techniques. J. Vicéns influence (together with the
intellectval stimulus provided by Pietre Vilar) has been the determining factor
in the development of modern Spanish economic history. The purpose of this
bibliographical survey is to publice the contributions of the scholars who
followed Jaime Vicéns and especially the studies published in recent years.!

* A more complete bibliographical survey can be formed in Raraer Aracit and
M. Garcia Bowarf, eds. Leetwras de Historia Econdmica de Espata (siglos XVII-XX)
(OQikos-Tau, Vilassar de Mar, 1976-7), I, pp..379-491. A general view and a selected
bibliography in J. Harwison, An Economic History of Moedern Spain (Manchester UP,,
1978); the same author helps to complete our bibliography in “ Spanish Economic
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I. Tus MaNorial EcoNomy IN CASTILE

Gonzalo Ancs is the only historian to have attempted an overall survey
of the Ancient Regime Castilian economy.2 Applying, ** the classical macro-
economic model for national income distribution, which, as is well known,
can be considered as a model for economic development 7, he has studied the
changes 1n Castilian agriculture. A number of variables have to be taken into
account: population, prices, output, exchanges and incomes. Gonzalo Anes
applied the model used by Ernest Labroussc in his studies on the French
economy of the Ancient Regime. His findings are of considerable importance
and reveal some important features of the Castilian manorial economy: 1) A
general although uneven increase in population throughoeut the country, resulting
in 2 more marked demographic imbalance between the centre and the periphery.
The population increase, however, was still tied to an economy of the Ancien
Régime type, and therefore cannot be considered revolutionary. 2} A predomin-
ance of certain céreals, both in value and in the cultivated area devoted to them
{although other crops were introduced at the time, and were to become slowly
more and more important). 3) An increase in agricultural oucput, based on the
reclamation of marginal lands; without leading to improved relative yelds
(since, with some local exceptions, better techniques were lacking) and the
assinuilation of a greater scctor of the population by the agrarian economy.
4) Higher prices for agricultural products, profits going to the landowners,
the nobility and the clergy, through their rents and tithes (tithes increased in
proportion to the volume of the crops). 5} Agrarian rents tended to rise follow-
ing the pace of land demand. 6} The increase in the bulk of tithes and of the
income reccived in goods increased the supply of agricultural products in the
market, In short, it can be said that, in qualitative terms, G. Ane'’s conclusions
fic the pattern that Robert Brenner described as ** Malthusian ™.

On the other hand, within the Ancien Régime Spanish economic cyclical
and seasonal fluctuations, sharpened by the low yields, gave rise to violent social
protest.  “We have abundant evidence of the frequency of such explosions
although we still lack adequate knowledge of them. Among these urban
revolts, the only one to have received much actention has been the so called
“motin de Esquilanche . According to Pierre Vilar 3 the roots of these revolts

History: From the Restoration to the Franco Regime ™ {due to be published in Econ
nomic History Review),

2 G. Angss, Las crisis agrarias en la Espafia moderna {Taurus, Madrid, 19742).  See,
also, A, Garcia Sanz on Segovian economy in Desarrollo y crisis del antiguo régimen en
Cagilla la Vieja. Ecotiomia y Sociedad en tiereas de Segovia, 1500-1814. (Akal, Madrid,
1977).

3 “El Motin de Esquilache y las crisis del antiguo régimen’, Revista de Occidente,
CVIL (1972), 199-249.
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arc to be found in the economic crisis characteristic of the Ancien Régime. The
pcriodical criscs causcd scarcities and famines, so bringing to the forcground the
class struggles of Enlightenment Spain. Laura Rodriguez“ using the concepts
of E. P. Thompson, reaches the conclusion that in the 1766 revolts we find
such spcc1ﬁc features as a demand for a change in cereal policies (what Thomp-
son calls *“ the death of the moral cconomy of supply ) and the transition to
free trade. G. Anes s has studied the immediate origins of the ™ motin de Es-
gquilache ', while Irene Castells 8 has worked on the Barcelona revolts. However,
the desintegration of the “ moral economy ” ook place over a long period, as
it is shown by the persistence of the food crisis throughout the XiXth century.
Another related problem is that of agrarian rent, but unfortunately this has
been little studied, either empirically and theoretically, although some work
has been done by A. Dominguez Ortiz.’?

I, ACRICULTURE AND INDUSTRIAL TAKE-OFF: THE CATALAN CASE

Pierre Vilar's work provides a meeting point for the methodolegical themes
of the Anmales school and the theories of the French socialist School, from
Jaurgs and Labrousse, to Mathiez, Lefebvre and Soboul. Vilar has studied in
great depth the Catalan situation and has concentrated on the complex
problem of the rural cconomy, although within the terms of 2 wider programme
designed to reveal what he calls * the social origins of a country . From
his starting point he has gonc further and has succeeded in revealing the mechanics
of the Catalan industrial * take-off * of the XVIlth Century. The increase in
population and the agricultural transformations that took place in the first half
of the century gave a powerful impulse to commeree with the outside world,
which was also stengthened by the opening up of the American colonial market.
The problems of the end of the century diverted capital towards industrial
investments.

+ ‘i Motin de Madrd de 1766 ° and * Los motines de 1766 en provincias ’, Revista
de Ocetdente, CXX1 and CXX1 (1973), 24-29 and 183-207.

5 Antecedentes proximoes del motin contra Esquilache ', Moieda y Crédite, CXXVIIL
(1974), 219-24.

¢ ' Els rebomberis del pd de 1789 a Barcelona’, Recergues, 1 (1970}, 51-77. In the
Valencian Country this subject has been studied by J.'M. Paror, Hambre y hicha anti-
Jewdal. Las atsis de subsistencias en Valeneta (sighe X171, {Siglo XXI, Madrid, 1977).

* ' Las rentas episcopales de la Corona de Aragén en ol sigle XVIIT', in J. Nabar
and .. Torteria, eds. Agricilfura, comercio colonial y crecimiento econdmico en la Espaia
contempordnea (Aviel, Barcelona, 1974), pp. 13-43.

8 P. Viawn, Lo Catalogne dans Uspague woderne. Recherches sur les fondamients éeo-
nosigties des structires nationales (SEVPEN, Paris, 1962),
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The rapid increase in population between 1715 and 1735, favoured by
the low prices of cereals, resulted in the lowering of wages paid to the farmers,
while landowners’ profits went up, as did output and productivity. The inflated
profits went above all to the viticultors, since wine enjoyed a great foreign
demand. A substantial share of these profits was invested in commerce by
Barcclona’s bourgeoisie. However, towards the middle of the century, the
predominance of this crop caused a serious inbalance, as a result of which the
demographic trend was halted, and even reversed. Twenty years later the
labour market had shrunk greatly, and consequently wages rose and profits
fell while capital was seeking more promising investment, especially in the
manufacture of printed calicos.

Vilar shows that there were three forms of agriculture in Catalonia at
that time. The most primitive was to be found in the mountainous part of
the country (" desiertos-fronteras ”) where agriculture was poor, stagnant, and
the way of life traditional. In sharp contrast with this, the arca surrounding
Barcelona had an intensive and commercialized agriculture. Between these
two categories there was in a transitional stage, where old structures conflicted
with the ncw ones. Each of thesc areas reacted differently to the*drive towards
industrializarion.

In the last volume of this work, Vilar devoted himself to explain the
development of commercial capitalism, and here again his study is of invaluable
importance. Colonial trade (from the time of the wars with England) and
domestic markets were the combined forces which brought to life the first
take-off, which was based on the cotron industry.®

Ramén Gran and Marina Lépez 10 have emphasized the low volume of
capital initially invested in the calico factories. Their research confirms Kuznets
theory (also confirmed by the work of S. D. Chapman) based on the British
model, on the non—existence of a solid fixed capital in the first stages of in-
dustrialization. Roger Alier 11 has also studied the complete process involved
in setting up a calico plant.

As for the development of a unified market, Josep Fontana 12 has shown
that commercial relations between the centre and the periphery did not exist. He
gives as evidence the tostimonies of many travellers of that time, so confirming
the fiact that the Catalan case was a Mediterrancan rather than a Continental

¢ P. ViLag, ‘La Catalunya industrial: reflexions sobre una arrencada i un desti’,
Recergues, 11f (1974}, 7-22.

10 ‘L2 manufactura catalana del segle XVII', Recerques, 1V (1974), 19-57.

10 *La fibrica d'indianas de la familia Canals ', Recerques, IV (1974), 53-91.

i2 “ Formacién del mercado nacional y toma de conciencia de Ia burguesia’, in
J. Fontana, Cambio veondmico y actitudes politicas en la Lspaia del sigle XIX {Ariel, Bar-
celona, 19752, pp. 13-53,
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peculiarity. From a more localized perspective, Ramén Garrabou 13 has shown
that the Catalan domestic market was more advanced than that of the Iberian
high plateau, as Vilar had claimed.

On colonial trade and the Catalan take-off, the Actas a'ef Primer Cologuio
de Historia Econdmica de Espafia provide a very useful guide. C. Martinez
Shaw !4 has studied the complex of relationships between the first industrial
enterprises and colonial trade. A. Garcla Baquero !5 has shown that overseas
trade yielded profits which permitted the accumulation of capital and that this
money was used for further developing the textile industry, as well as hat and
paper factorics. Miguel Izard 16 examines the consequences of the long European
wars fought by Spain between 1778 and 1812 on her commerce with the
American colonies. Finally, J. Fontana17 has revealed the basic differences
between the goods exported from Cidiz and these exported from Barcclona;
the first were mainly forcign products, while the Catalan products were locally
made, so aﬂowing a greater niatgin of capital formation and giving rise to
more positive changes. We sould also mention that the subject of Cadiz colonial
trade has been thoroughly studied by A. Garcia Baquero,18 who has also carried
out, together with A. M. Bernal, a detailed analysis of Seville trade.

P. Vilac’s studics on Catalonia and those by G. Anes on Castile have had a
great influence on subsequent Spanish economic history, as is evident from the
studies by J. Garcfa-Lombardero, A. M. Bernal, E. Fernindcz Pinedo and,
more recently, P, Fernindez Albadalejo. Garcia-Lombardero 19 has discussed
the factors contributing to economic stagnation and backwardness in Galicia
between the XIXth and XXth centurics. A. Migucl Bernal 20 has studied the
evolution of land ownership in Andalusia, during the transition from the Old
to the New Order, at three key periods of the XIXth century: 1837-38, the

3 * Sobre la formacit del mercat catald en el sigle XVIIL. Una primera aproximacio
a base dels preus dels grans a Tirrega (1732-1811) ", Recerguies, {1970}, 83-121.

14 ‘Los origenes de la industria algodonera catalana y el comercic colonial ’, in
J. Napar and G. TorrBLra, eds. op. cit., pp. 243-67.

5 * Comercio colonial vy produccidn industrial en Cartalufia a fines del siglo XVHI’,
in J. NapaL and G. TonwTeira, eds. op. cit., pp. 268-94.

¢ ‘ Comercio libre, guerras coloniales y mercado americano’, in J. Napar and G.
TorTELLA, cds, op. cit., pp. 295-321,

17 " Comercio colonial ¢ industrializacién: una reflexién sobre los origenes de la
industria moderna en Catalufia *, in |. NapaL and G. TorteLLA, eds. op. cit., pp. 356-65.

1% A. Garcla Baquero, Comercie colonial y guerras revolucionarias (Escuela de Estudios
Hispanoamericanos, Scvilla, 1972); A. M. BernaL and A. Garcia Baquero, Tres siglos
de comercio sevillano (1598-1969). Cuestiones y problemas (C.O.C.LN., Sewvilla, 1976).

19 La agricultura y ef estancamiento ccondmico de Galicia en la Espatia del Antiguo Régimen
(Siglo XXI, Madrid, 1973). See also L. ALonss Avvarez, Industrializacion y conflictos
saciales en fa Galicia del Antigue Régimen 1750-1833 (Akal, Madrid, 1976).

20 La propiedad de la ticrea y las luchas agrarias andaluzas {Ariel, Barcelona, 1974).
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decrce ot manors and ecclesiastical disamortisation; 1855-36, civil disamortisa-
tions; 1868-73, when the bourgeoisic atrained political power. On the Basque
country {Pafs Vasco), the subject of its transition to capitalism is of extraordinary
interest; since that region has played a fundamental role in Spain’s development
during the present century. But so far the available bibliography does not match
the importance of the problem, although references should be made to the
study by E. Fernindcz Pinedo,2t which shows the evolution of the Basque
cconomy over a broad period, and the work of P. Fernindez Albadalejo.22
Taking as departurc point the Ancien Regime crisis in Guipuzcoa, he has
examined the rural changes that destroyed the Ancien Regime between 1766
and 1833,

1ll. BourGeots REVOLUTION: MANORIAL REGIME, TREASURY AND DESAMORTISA-
TIONS

As in the other Eutopean countries, in Spain the differences among the
various manorial regimes were very marked. Even in the Cortes de Cddiz
the wide range of attitudes amongst the representatives, with respect to the
abolition of the manors, reflected such differences. This should not be over-
looked, indecd it should be the guiding principle in the study of the feudal
regime and the bourgeois revolution. However, there have so far been
few studies orientated in this way.2? Salvador de Moxé is still the author whe
has approached the problem most convincingly,24 and he has argued that
the abolitionist campaign did nothing cxcept make a capitalist landowner out
of the feudal lord, so that rural society remained structurally unchanged, the
high nobility still being the most powerful class of landowners. However,
Moxé does not assess the real scale of the change which took place in the first
30 years of the XIXth century.

On the origins, development and emancipation of the noble mayorazgos,
there is the very valuable study by Bartolomé Clavero.2s The author shows
how the abolition of the juridical-patrimonial system of the nobility, which
reproduced the feudal relationships of production, was one of the first pre-

2 Crecimiento econdmico y transformaciones sociales del Pais Vasco 1100-1850 {Siglo XXI,
Madrid, 1974).

22 {q erisiz del Antiguo regimen en Guipuzcoa, 1766-1833: cambio econdmico ¢ historia
(Ak:ll, Madrid, 19753,

2 P, ViLag, ‘La fin des éléments féodaux et seigneuriaux en Catalogne an XViile
et au XIXe sidcle, avec quclqucs vues comparativcs pout le reste de 1'Espag11c er le
Roussillon ’, in L'ahofition de Ia feodalité dans le monde eccidental (CNLR.S., Paris 1971),
pp- 745-61.

2 Lg disolucién del régimen sefiorial en Espaiia (C.S.LC,, Madnd 1965).

5 Mayorazrio, propiedad fendal en Castilla {1369-1836) (Slglo XXI, Madtid, 1974)
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requisites for the achievement of the bourgeois Revolution and the imposition
of a capitalist system of relations.

The links between the problems of the Treasury and the transition to a
fully capitalistic, liberal, bourgeois society, has been studied by Josep Fontamna.26
In his first study he analyses the two ways in which bourgeois society advanced;
the first being the British way, the classical example of transition without
violence (the XVII century Revolution was not repeated), and the second
being the French way, where political violence overthrew the feudal class,
and the foundations of industrial development were laid. In Spain, neither
of these ways succeeded. The statc imited itsclf o accommodating absolutisin
to new nceds without causing any harm to the privileges of the dominant classes.
This is the explanation for the convulsions suffered by the absolutist regime
in 1820. The troubles of the Treasury remain the fundamental variable
examined by Fontana in his later studies.2? In Hacienda y estado he analyses
the long period known as the decada absolutista, which witnessed two important
projects that were never carried out: the reform of the tax sytem and the
settlement of both the national and the forcign debt. These problems were
to be taken up again towards the end of the period, when it was obvious that
the system could not go on working without major improvements. Finally,
in La revolucion liberal, Fontana examines the Treasury and political and insti-
tutional transformations between the death of Ferdinand VII and the reforms
of the tax system in 1845. In short, Fontana secks to establish the fundamental
relationships from which we can build an overall view of the great transforma-
tions experienced by Spanish society from the end of the X Villth century to the
middle of the XIXth century, that is to say the period of the rise of the
bourgeoisic.

The problems of the Treasury in the frienio liberal have also been studied
by such scholars as Jaime Torras 28 and J. del Moral Ruiz,?9 and by J. Martin
Nifio 30 for the period of the 1868 Revolution.

Land amortisation was a major problem in Spain. The advent of capitalist
modes of production required that land be considered simply as one among
many circulating commodities. This is one of the factors that explain the
process of disamortisation. The process had been initiated legally in 1789,
in the reign of Charles the IV, and continued for over a century. 20 per cent

% La guichra de I orarquia absolita (Aricl, Barcelona, 1971).

27 Hacienda y estado en fa erisis final del Antiguo régiimer espaiiol (Instituto de Estudios
Fiscales, Madrid, 1973); and La revolucidn liberal (Politica y Hacienda 1833-45) (lustituto
de Estudios Fiscales, Madrid, 1977).

28 * Politica tributaria y descontento campesino durante el Trienio Constitucional
in J. Torras, Liberalismo y rebeldia campesing 1820-23 (Ariel, Barcelona, 1576}, pp. 149-76.

29 Hacienda y sociedad en ol Triennie Constitncional (Instituto de Estudios Fiscales,
Madrid, 1975).

3 La Hacienda espaﬁofa ¥y la revolucién de 1868 (Iustituto de Fstudio Fiscales, Ma-
drid, 1972).

469




Rafael Aracil - M. Garcla Bowafé

of the state’s land changed hands, the sales reaching a total of about 14,500
reales de welldn.  This is the essential problem in X1Xth century Spanish economic
history, and holds the key to the interpretation of the transition to bourgeois
socicty, This the reason why, in recent years, a great number of studies on the
subject have been produced, altough we still lack an overall study that explains
the phenomenon qualitarively.

The first stage of process, the disamortisation carried out in the XVIHth cen-
tury, has been studied by Richard Herr,»! who reaches the conclusion that in an
overwhelmingly rural country, as Spain then was, far from destroying the
existing structure of ownership, the process of disamortisation reinforced it.

Herr’s study can be compared with the analysis by J. Mercader Riba 32
of the disamortisation carried out by José I, which mainly affected the possessions
of the Church. Apart from the fiscal profits of this manoeuvre the primary
goal of the disamortisation was to benefit the supporters of the new monarch.

A good summary of the disamortisation programmes can be found in the
work of F. Tomds y Valiente,3? who, besides this, has provided an up to date
teview of current research.3 He argues that the peculiarity of the Spanish
bourgeais revolution is to be found in the weakness of the Spanish bourgeoisie,
which meant that it was difficult to introduce capitalist mode of production.

Valuable research has also been carried out by F. Simén Segura,35 who
argues that disamordsation did not bring about the tedistribution of property,
nor the creation of a middle class of farmers. If such a class had come to life,
cconomic development would have been more dynamic and more balanced.
The way in which the disamortisation was carried out, only served to sharpen
the division between the big owners and the proletatianised farmers.

3t ‘Hacia el derrumbe del antiguo régimen: crisis fiscal y desamortizacidn bajo
Carlos IV, Moneda y Crédito, CXVHL (1971), 37-100; and ' La vente des proprideds de
mainmorte, 1798-1808°, Awungles E.8.C., XXIX {1974), 215-28; and see also, for a
cxplanation of the failure of the desamortisation, * El significado de la desamortizacidn
en Espafia’, Moneda y Crédito, CXXXI (1974), 55-94.

32 *La desamortizacién en la Espaiia de José Bonaparte ', Hispania, XXXIIL {1972),
586-616.

33 El wmarco politico de lg desamortizacidn en Espaiia (Ariel, Barcelona, 1971). The
same author has recently written a synthesis in “ El proceso de desamortizacidn de la
tierra en Espafia ', Agricuftura y Sociedad, 7 {1978}, 11-33.

¥ ‘ Recientes investigaciones sobre la desamortizacién: intefito de sintesis °, Moneda
y Crédito, CXXXI (1974), 95-160; an carlier bibliography can be found in P. Pon--
sor, " Révolutinn dans les campagnes espagnoles au XIXe sitcle: les désamortissements.
Révue des études récentes*, Etwdes rurales, XLV (1972), 104-23. This bibliography can
be completed by G. Ruepa Hernanz, “ Bibliograffa sobre el proceso desamortizador
en Espafia ”, in J. P. Menino, La desamortizacién en Extremadura {Fue, Madrid, 1976),
pp. 107-32.

35 La desamortizacion espaifola del sigls XIX (Instituto de Estudios Fiscales, Madrid,
1973).
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Finally, with respect to the effect of the emancipation and abolition of
the manorial regime, and disamortisation on the development of agriculturc
(expansion of cultivated land, increase or reduction in yields, technological
innovations, etc.), information remains scant, and even very general works
on the subject are few; we can only refer to the general study by G. Anes 36
catried out on the basis of indirect estimates; R. Carrabou’s methodological
analysis 37 and the studies of the agrarian question in Andalusia by A. M.
Bernal and M. Drain.38

IV. INDUSTRIALIZATION

In the XVIIIth century few changes took place in traditional industrial
organization, Manufactures supplied the local and regional markets, and, except
for Catalenia, there were neither industrial sectors nor regional exchanges of
importance. Decentralized manufacturing was the prevalent feature, and the
few existing factories (some of them private, others under the protection of
the state), did not bring about change, either in techniques or in productive
processes, as J. Clayburn La Force has shown.3% However, in the Valencian
silk industry there was a certain potential, but this was later to decline.40 E.
Giralt Raventds has developed some interesting ideas on the Valencian indus-
trialization and its final failure.t

The iron industry had changed little since the XVIIth century. However.
between 1716 and 1759, the mills of Liérganes and La Cavada experienced a
great period of expansion, due to the recurrence of war throughout the cen-
tury_42 .

3 La agricultura espafiola desde conienzos del siglo XIX hasta 1868: algunos pro-
blemas, in Ensayos sobre fa ecanomia espaiiola a mediados def sigle XIX {Servicio de Bstu~
dios del Banco de Espafia, Madrid, 1970}, pp. 235-63.

3 Las transformaciones agrarias durante los siglos XIX y XX, in J. Napar and
G. TorTeLLA, eds., op. cit., pp. 206-29.

38 Les campagnes sevillanes au XIX-XX siécles (Publications de la Casa de Velazquez,
Editions E. de Boccard, Paris, 1975).

3 The Development of the Spanish Textile Indusiry, 1750-1800 (University of Cali-
fornia Press, Berkcley, 1965).

40 V. MarTINEzZ SanTOs, * Sederfa i industrialitzacié. El cas de Valencia (1750-1870Y,
Recerques, V' (1975), 111-37. _

4 E. Girarr 1 Raventos, * Problemas histdricos de la industrializacién valenciana ’,
Estudios Geogrdficos, CXII-CXIIT {1968), 369-95. A wide syntheris on Valencian eco-
nomy can be seen in E, LLuch, La via valenciana (Tres 1 Quatre, Valencia, 1976). Must
also be consulted V. Martingz, E. Reig, and V. Soter’s work Evolucidn de la economia
valenciana (Caja de Ahorros, Valencia, 1978).

4z ], Arcatk Zamora ¥ Querro DE 1rano, Historia de wna empresa siderirgica espa-
fiola. Los altos hornos de  Liérganes y La Cavada, 1622-183¢ (Diputacién Provincial de
Santander, Santander, 1974).
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- The Catastro de Ensenada clearly show the degree of industrial dispersion
and the importance of craft workshops. And, as had been emphasized by P.
Vilar,#3 they also show the predominant influence of agriculture, In shore,
we are confronted with an archaic rural society, in which a backward agriculture
found a necessary complement in domestic industry. The latter is still poorly
studied in Spain, but payed-an important role in the transition to the centralized
factory 44 and survived through the XIXth century. We find numerous references
to an apparently still vigorous domestic production, destined for local or
rcgional consumption, in Pascual Madoz classic Dictionary, which was pub]is}l—
ed between 1845 and 1850. By then, the system was no longer progressive
and domestic industry failed to evolve towards new centralized forms when it
should have done (with somc rare exceptions). As a result it remained in a
stagnant condition of proto-industrialization. In short, the lack of integrated
markets, the incapacity of industrial capitalism to consolidate itself, the poor
performance of agriculture, etc., forced rural villages to depend on themsclves
which, in the mid XI[Xth century costituted a barricr rather than a step towards
industrialization,

In Spain, industrialization does not become a general phenomenon undl
well into the present century. However, in two arcas, Catalonia and the Basque
Country (Pais Vasco), textiles and the iron and steel industries, have a long
sradition, and their development has been studied by Jordi Nadal,#s who
carried out a systematic analysis of Spanish industrialization, and tried to establish
a pattern that would made it possible to formulate a model for such a process.
Using Hoffmans’ formulations, he claims that, as far as consumption is concerned,
the Spanish take-off had a relatively carly start, which went beyond the first
stage categorized by the German economist. However, progress to the next
stages, in which increascs in the production of capital goods were faster than
those in consumer goods, did not take place. In short, success for the cotton
industry and failure for capital goods, which, taken together, meant the lack
of a secure base, without which Spain could not become an industrial nation.

43 ‘ Bstructure de la societat espanyola cap al 1750. Algunes licons del Cadastre
d’Ensenada ’, Recerques, § (1970), 9-32.

44 Rararl Awacit and M. Garcia Bonarg, Industrialitzacid al Pais Valencia: el cas
d"Alcoi (Tres i Quatre, Valencia, 1974). See, also our paper “ Industria domdstica e
industrializacién en Espafia ¥, due to be published in Hacienda Piblica Espadiola, 1979.
A Gonzaisz Enciso’s, “ La industria dispersa lancra en Castilla en el siglo XVIIT”,
Cuadernos de Investigacién Histdrica, 2, 1978, 269-89, is of interest too.

5 Fl fracase de la Revolucidn industrial en Espaiia, 1814-1913 (Aricl, Barcelona, 1975);
the autheor has also published other works: * Los comienzos de la industrializacidn espa-
fiola (1823-68): La industria siderurgica’, in Ensayos sobre la economia cspailola, op. cit.
pp. 203-33; “La cconomia cspafiola, 1829-1931°, in Ef Banco de Espafia, Una historia
econdmica (Banco dc Espafia, Madrid, 1970}, pp. 317-417;  Industrializacién y desin-
dustrializacidn del Sureste cspafiol, 1817-1913°, Moneda y Crédito, CXX (1972), 3-80.
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The Spanish cxample would suggest that the cotton industry does not neces-
sarily fulfil the leading sector fumction attributed to it by such authors as
Schumpeter and Rostow.

Jordi Nadal’s studies on these two sectors have been complemented by the
contributions of other historians. Miguel Izard 46 has worked on the cotton
industry, tracing the evolution of the labour force: their numbers, life and
working condition. . Maluquer de Motes 47 has also studied the mechanization
ptocess, the dimension of the factorics, size of the marker and the role of the
state, Pierre Vilar 48 in an article full of interesting ideas has claimed that al-
though the cotton industry was of fundamental importance for the industrializa-
tion of Catalonia and thercfore follows the British model, it is still the case chat
an economy which was still based on that sector as late as 1n 1900 must be consi-
dered backward. The Antillan colonial system, so essential to the cotton industry,
and the attitude of the Catalan bourgeoisie toward slavery have been researched
by J. Maluquer,® while J. Harrison 50 has studied the efforts of the failure of
the colonial market on economic development in Catalonia.

The Basque tron and steel industry, played an essential part in the develop-
ment of Spanish capitalism, and M. Gonzilez Portilla 5t has shown how the
initial accunulation of capital took place in the last quarter of the XIXth century,
simultancously with the Industrial Revolution proper.  Basque economic
development eventually sharpened regional mmbalances and was strengthened
further by the profits derived from the First World War.

The First World War and its consequences for the Spanish economy and
capitalist development, have been studied by Santiago Rolddn and J. L. Garcia
Dclgado,s2 in collaboration with Juan Mufivz. But these studies are mited ro
certain specific sectors, namely, the nierchant marine, coal mining and private
banking, and impottant subjects, such as the Mancomunidad de Catalufia or the
textile industry, have not been studied. The general evolution of the expansive

46 [udustrializacidn y obrerismo (Ariel, Barcclona, 1973).

47 ‘Lo estructura del sector algodonero en Catalufia durante la primera ctapa de
la industrializacién {1832-61) 7, Hacienda Piblica Espaniola, XXXVILI {1976}, 133-48.

46 ‘La Catalunva industrial: reflexions sobre una arrencada i un dest:’, Recergues
I (1974), 83-134. .

4v ‘13 burgesia catalana i Pesclavitud colonial: inodes de produccid i prictica poli~
tica’, Recergues, TIT (1974), 83-136.

50 * Catalan Business and the Loss of Cuba, 1898-1914°, Ecoromic History Review,
2nd ser. XXVII (1974), 431-41. For the Basque Country sec * Big Business and the
Rise of Basque Nationalism ', Ewropean Studics Revien, 7 (1977}, 371-9i, by the same
author.

5t * El desarrolle industrial de Vizcaya y la acumulacidn de capital en el Olimo
tercie del siglo XIX, Anales de Economia, XXIV {1974), 43-83.

52 La formacisn dv la sociedad capitalista en Espaila, 1914-1920 (Confederacién Espa-
fiola de Cajas de Ahorro, Madeid, 1973).
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cycle started around 1915 and culminated in 1918, and this contributed greatly
to the accumulation of capital and the development of capitalism, but by 1920
this trend had already been reversed and a general crisis had developed. However,
J. Nadal has asscssed the scope of capital accumulation due to the war, and
through sector analysis, has revealed the deep contradictions in Spanish economic
development in the period.s

V. BANKING AND TRANSPORT

The favourable economic trend of the second half of the XVIIIth century
made the need for a statc banking organization obvious, and the umrodel of the
Bank of England was chosen. These first banking experiences and the different
forms of credit organization have been studied by F. Ruiz Martin,’* while E.].
Hamilton has studied the evolution of the Bance de San Carlos.s5

The role of transport, prior to the coming of the railways in the Spain
of the Ancien Régitne, has been researched by David R. Ringrose,5 who argues
that the lack of a good road network was the major factor leading to the cconomic
stagnation of the XIXth century.” Ringrose claims that in the sccond half of the
X VIIth century, the only organized nerwork, was the one used to supply Madrid.

Gabriel Tortella 57 has specialised on the history of the Spanish banking
system of the XIXth century, and he has also tried to follow Hirschman’s
formulations, and scr up a model that would allow us to identify the causes
of the failure of Spanish industrialization. Three cssential elements determined
the path followed by Spain: disamortisation, that took capital away from in-
dustry; the budgetary deficit; and finally, the commercial laws and the legisla-
tion on the railways.3® According to Tortella, the Spanish situation is similar

53 J. Napar and J. Fonrana, * Spain 192019707, in Carto. M. Creoira, ed. The
Fontana Econamic History of Lurope, VI, pt. 7, Contemporary Economies {Collins, 1976,
pp. 460-529).

¢ ‘La Banca cp Bspafia hasta 1782°, in E! Banco de Espasia, op. cit., pp. 5-196.

55 B, . Hamton, ‘Bl Banco Nacional de San Carlos’, in Bl Banco de Espafia,
op. cit., pp. 199-231.

58 Los transportes y ol estancamionto econdinico de Espaia (1750-1850) (Tecnos, Madrid,
1972); sec also, of the same author, The Government and the Carters in Spain, 1476-
1700, Economic History Review, 20d ser. XX (1969), 45-57. :

51 Les origenes del capitalismo en Espaita. Banca, industria y ferrocarriles en el sigle XIX
(chnos, Madrid, ]973),

s The available bibliography does not match the importance of the problem, but
for a simple description of the evolution of the railways, see AniBaL CasARES ALONSO,
Estudio histdrico—econduico de las construcciones ferroviarins espafiolas en of sigle XIX (Insti-
tuto Theroamenicane de Desarrolle Econdmico. Madrid, 1973). A decisive study, Los
ferrocarriles en Espaiia {1844-1943) (Servicio de Estudios del Banco de Espafia, Madrid,
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to the Italian experience between 1850 and 1880. In Italy (as has also been shown
by Rosario Romeo) as in Spain, investments in public works proved a great
mistake, since it deprived industry of the capital needed for its develnpment.

Various aspects of the Spanish banking system have been dealt with by
Nicolds Sinchez-Albornoz 52 and by Josep Fontana,¢ the first being concerned
with the sources of Spanish banking capital, while the latter has studied the
problems of Barcelona.

The banking legislation of 1856 stimulated the creation of new banks,
which were divided in two groups: bancos de emisidn and sociedades de crédito,
which provided conduits for the entry of foreign capital. The investment of
this capital has been studied by Rafael Aness! N. Sinchez~-Albornoz 62 and
Albert Broder,53 and the latter has tried to study long-term capital movements
in a backward cconomy as a whole.

The study of the Spanish banking system during the Restoration period
has been undertaken in an ambitious work directed by Gabriel Tortella, which
includes monographs by D. Mateo del Peral, R. Anes and P. Tedde de Lorca.64
-Juan Mufioz 65 has also examined the private banks and the financial bourgeoisie
of the last Ialf of the XXth century. The greatest expert on Catalan banking
in the last century 1s, without doubt, Francesc Cafana 66 who has studied the
causes for the absence of large-scale capitalist banking in that region. One
aspect of the subject, the commercial companics in Spain, is also taken up by
Tomas Jiménez Araya.s?

1978, 2 Vols.), has been published very tecently by M. Arroia, R. Anes, R. Cor-
peRG, 1. Mateo, F. MENENDEz and P. TeEDDE.

%9 “La formacién del sistema bancario espariol, 1856-1863°, in N. SANCHEz-ALBOR-
NOZ, Jalones en la modernizacion de Esparia (Ariel, Barcclona, 1975), pp. 16-79.

6¢ “La vicja Bolsa de Barcelona (1851-1914) ' in La Bolsa de Barcelona de 1851 li-
neas generales de st evolucion (Instituto Municipal de Historia, Barcelona, 1961}, pp. 15-69.

a1 “Las inversiones extranjeras en Bspafia de 1855 a 1880°, in Ensayos sobre la eco-
nomia, op. cit., pp. 187-202.

62 'De los origencs del capital financiero: ¢l Crédito Mobiliario cspafiol, 1856~
19027, in N. SANcHEz-ALBORNOZ, Espafia hace un siglo: wna economia dual {Peninsula,
Barcelona, 1968), pp. 179-218. _

63 ‘Les investissements étrangers en Espagne au XIX siécle: Methodologie et Quan-
tification °, Révue d Histoire Eronomique et Sociale, LIV (1976), 29-63.

¢4 La Banca espafiola en la Restawracién: 1. Politica y finanzas. 11 Datos para una his-
toria econdmica (Banco de Espafia, Madrid, 1974).

&5 El poder de fa Banca en Espafia (Zero, Algorta, Vizcaya, 1970},

o6 La Banca a Catalunya {Edicions 62, Barcelona, 1965). And Bawuca | Banguers a
Catalunya (Edicions 62, Barcelona, 1972).

67 * Formacidn de capital y fluctuaciones econdmicas. Materiales para el estudio de
un indicador: creacion de socicdades mercantiles en Espafia entre 1886 v 1970°, Ha-
cienda Piiblica Espaiiola, XXVII (1974), 137-85.

475




Rafael Aracil - M. Garcla Bonafé

V1. DEVELOPMENT OF THE INTERNAL MARKET

One of main traits of the development of capitalism, is to be found in the
formation of the domestic market. In Spain however there is no systematic
study on the subject. Nicolds Sinchez-Albornoz has devoted several articles
to it, but he limits himself to the XIXth century. In one of this essays,8 he
examines interregional differences in the prices of agricultural products, conclud-
ing that one cannot talk about a unified market in Spain before the last quarter
of the XIXth ceptury, although after 1880, and through the next decade some
two thirds of the market were organically related.  Not least among Sinchez-
Albornoz’s merits is his application of Emilio Sereni’s combination of the spatial
dimension of the market together with the cconomic-historical features. In
a latér work,5 he used an impressive amount data to cxamine the period
from 1856 to 1890, bringing to light some very interesting phenomena, such
as the changes in the modes of property that resulted from disamortisation,
the beginning of crop specialization and the first signs of capitalism.

J. Fontana 70 and J. Garcla-Lombardero 71 have also made valuable contribu-
tions to this field of research. Fontana draws attentdon to the need to study
the formation of the domestic market in order to understand the whole process
of the industrialization of Spain. Garcfa-Lombardero has also explored the
problems of the Galician regional market.

VII. XIXTH CENTURY ECONQMIC CRISIS

If there is little on the growth of the internal market, the situation is equally
dismal in relation to another crucial subject: economic crises. Nicolds San-
chez-Albornoz 72 has studied the recurrence of Ancien Régime forms of crisis
in XIXth century Spain, He has dealt with the financial crisis prior to the
1868 Revolution,?3 cmphasizing Its more gent:ral econonic  aspects,™ and

8 N. SANCHEZ-ALBORNOZ, ' La integracidn del mercado nacional. Espafia ¢ Italia’,
in J. Napal and G. Torteria, eds., op. of., pp. 138-87.

%% N. SANCHEZ-ALBORNOZ, Los precios agricolas durante la sequnda mitad del siplo XIX
{Servicio de Estudios del Banco de Espafia, Madrid, 1975).

70 * Formacidn del mercade nacional *, loc. cit.

7' La formacién de un mercado regional: Galicia 1860-18%0°, Moneda y Crédito,
CXIX (197'[), 67-88.

72 fas erfsis de subsistencias de Esparia en of siglo XIX {Instituto de [nvestigaciones
Histdricas, Rosario, 1963).

73 N, Sincrez-AisorNoz, ‘La crisis de 1860 en Barcelona’, in N. SANCHEZ-A1-
BORNOZ, Espaiia hace un siglo, op. cit., pp. 153-77; and ‘La crisis de 1866 en Madrid:
la Caja de Depésitas, las Sociedades de Crédito y la Bolsa’, Moneda y Crédito, C (1967),
3-40),

4 N, SAncuez-Arsornoz, ‘Bl trasfondo econdmico de la Revolucién’, Revista
de Occidente, LXVII {1968), 39-63.
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applying E. Labrousse’s methodology. Josep Fontana 75 has also studicd the
causes of this Revolution, and investigated the effect of temporary economic
factors on the specific interests of the leading groups.

As for the crisis of the last quarter of the XIXth century, the most com-
prehensive work is that of Ramén Garrabou.76  His research traces the forma-
tion of 2 world market for agrarian products, and the effects of the consolidation
of the capitalist system on rural Spanish society, which up to that moment
had enjoyed high prices, thanks to protectionism, which had permitted some
increase in output in spite of the minimal technical transformations. A solution,
albeit temporary, to the crisis, was found once more in a new protectionism,
and this consolidated the most reactionary sectots of Spanish agriculture. It
should be added that this did not take place without the support of the Basque
and Catalan bourgcoisie.

Finally, this crisis has also been dealt with by M. Gonzélez Portilla,”” who
shows that the public sector through the emision de Deuda piblica and through
the budget deficit, syphoned off the greatest part of the accumulation generated
in the agrarian scctor between 1850 and 1890. Teresa Carncro 78 has also studied
the crisis at a regional level.

VIII. Rerustic aND Civi War

The repercussions in Catalonia of the crisis of 1929 have been studied by
Alberto Balcells,” who claims that the depression sharpened class struggles,
and made it impossible to overcome the contradictions in the social and economic
development of the country. Jordi Palafox 8¢ has concentrated on the particular
seriousness of the crisis in the Pafs Valenciane, due to the fact that its economy
was mainly dependent on exports. Xosé M. Beiras 8 has rejected the Keynesian
criticism of the Republican cconomic policies, since they neglect both the
pluralism of the Spanish state and the problems of underdevelopment.

75 * Cambio econdmico y crisis politica. Reflexiones sobre las causas de la revolu-
cidn de 1868°, in J. FonTana, Cambic economico y actitudes, op. cit,, pp. 97-145.

76 “La crisi agricia espanyola de finals del segle XIX: una ctapa del desenvolupa-
ment del capitalisme *, Recergues, V (1975), 163-216,

77 Acumulacién de capita1 y Crisis en el sector agricola in J. L. GARGIA 1JEi-
capo, ed., La cuestion agraria en la Espaila contemnpordnea (Edicusa, Madrid, 1976}, pp.
31-08.

78 * Crisi 1 burgesia’ conservadora durant la Gran Depresid: ¢l Pals Valencih, 1879-
1889 °, Esmdis d'Histdria Agrdria, 1 (1978), 98-113,

1 Crisis econémica y agitacion social en Catalusia (1930-36) (Ariel, Barcelona, 1971).

2 ' Contradicciones del capitalismo espaiiol durante la depresién econémica de los
afios treinta ', Informacion Comuercial Espaiioln, DXV (1976), 110-18.

#1 ‘La economia espafiola durante la Segunda Reptiblica’, in M. Ramirez, ed,,
Estudios sobre la sequnda Repihlica espanola {Tecnos, Madrid, 1975).
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The agricultural policies of the Republic and the attempts made by the
Republican governments to achieve structural change, have been described
in the very valuable study by Edward Malcfakis,82 who argies that the failure
of the agrarian reform attempted by the Republic was a fundamental cause
of the Civil War.

The economic aspects of the Civil War have not been researched fully
although one can refer to the classic work by Gabriel Jackson# and Hugh
Thomas.8¢+ Experiments in collectivization have been cxamined by Frank
Mintz.85 Josep M. Bricall 86 has studied the effects of the war on the Catalan
industrial economy, as well as the problems and socic-cconomic tensions
generated by it and the rise of the new regime, which he defmes as an economy
in transition to socialism, through worker sclf-government.

To conclude for the period as a whole Professor P. Vilar’s 87 work remains
a fundamental starting point for all future research.

82 Reforma agraria y revolucidn campesing en la Espafia del sigle XX (Ariel, Barce-
lona, 1971).

83 Le Repiblica y la Guerra Civil (Grijablo, Barceloma, 1976).

¥ Lg Guerra Civil espariola (Grijalbo, Barcelona, 1977},

85 1 Autagestion dans I'Espagne révolutionnare (Maspero, Paris, 1977). The Spanish
transhtion (La Pigueta, Madrid, 1977) contains a good bibliography on this subject.

8 Poljtica econdmica de la Generalitat (Edicions 62, Barcelona, 1970).

87 La guerra de 1936 en la historia contemporinea de Espaiia. Intento de orientacién
y problema de fuentes’, Histeria Internacional, X1 (1976), 33-47.
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