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As we enter the fifty-second year of existence of The Journal of
European Economic History, we hasten to inform our readers that,
starting from this issue, the Journal will only be published online
on our website www.jeeh.it, free, as always, of any charge. Free
will also remain the access to our online archive with the complete
collection of papers and reviews published since 1972. The Journal
will also continue to be published three times a year, spring, sum-
mer and fall.

We accept this decision by our publisher with sorrow, as we
leave behind more than half a century of paper publication, but
also with a sense of hope, as online publication becomes the new
standard for scientific journals around the world.

In the past twenty years – starting with the death, in 2004, of
the founder and first editor, professor Luigi De Rosa – the Journal
has faced many changes in its operations and organization, inclu-
ding board membership, editorship, and ownership as well. As it
inevitably happens with change, old traditions were broken, and
new initiatives were launched. And yet, through these rather tur-
bulent times, we believe that the Journal has remained faithful to
the goal set out by Luigi De Rosa in the Spring of 1972, that is “to
achieve a better knowledge of European history under the econo-
mic profile, and through this knowledge, to succeed in tracing a
common thread through the history of the European economy”,
as he wrote in his first Editor’s Note.
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It is with this awareness, i.e. the importance of change in conti-
nuity, that we will, therefore, “keep going”, as the late professor
Peter Mathias once told us, and that we will continue to consider
papers in all fields of European economic history from the Middle
Ages up to today, including Europe’s relationship with other parts
of the world, with a plurality and variety of interpretations, metho-
dologies, and voices. As always, we especially encourage the sub-
mission of archival-based research, by younger and older scholars
alike, in the open, original spirit of the Journal.

Paolo Guerrieri, Gaetano Sabatini, and Giovanni Farese

SUMMARY
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