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Woad from Citta di Castello 1476-1484*

Egmont Lee
University of Calgar}’

As we learn mote of provincial life in central Italy during the fifteenth
century, it is becoming increasingly apparent that isolation — in almest any
imaginable sense — was hardly a significant aspect of the experience of small
communities. Hamlets and villages, cspecially in mountainous regions, may
perhaps have been cut off from the mainstream of events, but for even mode-
rately-sized urban communitics, settlements of between 2,000 and 10,000
inhabitants, this is no longer true. A fr{'qucnt, and sometimes intense, movement
of men and goods bridged distances and tied the fate of small communities to
that of large centers, which in turn were intimatcly affected by the large-scale
movements of European events,  One need only place onesclf into a strategic
position in the traffic pattern traversing the hill region of central lraly, such
as Arezzo, to be convinced of the intensity of trafhe in all directions, linking
centres cast and wese, north and south, into an interdependent whole.

For the latter part of the fiftcenth century, the records of the Arctine degana

* Research for this paper was undertaken with the generous support of what is now
the Social Sciences and Huinanities Research Council of Canada, and the University
of Calgary Reseatch Gramts Comumittee, which is gratefully acknowledged. Thanks
are duc to Prefessor Donsenicoe Sella of the University of Wisconsin and to D. P. Mc-
CGinnis of the University of Calgary for reading drafts of the paper and suggesting im-
provements. I am also grateful o Dr. Maria Vittoria d’Addario Palli, the Director,
and to the staff of the Archivio di Stato of Arczzo, for making rescarch in their archive
both rewarding and pleasant, and for providing microfiln, and especially to Prof. Gioni-
bini and to Mt. and Mrs. Michele Petruzzi of the Archivio Comunale of Cittd di Ca-
stello, who not enly allowed me to explore their archive’s wealth, bur who with great
personal commitment and gentilezza made us feel at home in their eity,
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afford us a particularly rich series of documents reflecting the movement of men
and goods from the Val di Chiana to Florence, from Siena across the low moun-
tain passcs into the upper Tiber valley, and beyond into the Marche and Ro-
magna.! Puanctuated by the large scasonal movements of amimals 1 transhu-
mance between the Sienese Marcmma and the higher pastures of the hill and
mountain regions to the cast, onc can observe the regular traffic of goods, from
paper of Fabriano to wool of Arezzo, lead of Lucca, or wax of Romagna,
partly subjected to scasonal fluctuations and occasionally interspersed with fine,
sometimes claborate, L,oods issuing from the mctropolitan hubs of commerce.2

Industrial raw ‘materials formed a particularly important component in
this steady and varied stream of goods.  The textile industries of the large Italian
centers of manufacture, above all Florence and Sicna, were, of course, supported
by products and materials deriving from almost ail of Europe. But for onc
important co_mmodity, vegetable dyestufts, they largely relied npon the pro-
vinces of central and northern ltaly.? Woad was among the most important
of these. Required in large quantitics for the dycing of wool and cloth, and
regionally procured, woad also played an important role in the cconomic, -
and the political tife of the producing arcas. It is thus onc of the conunodities
which ticd provinces to industrial and metropolitan centers, and which served
to dispel the potential for regional isolation.

Dyeing was an important phase of the textile industry throughout Burope,
but especially in those Italian centers which concentrated on the production
of highly-finished — and expensive — materials. In the Florentine arte della

t To a great degree, Arczzo owed its prominence to its location at the foot of the
Scopetone, the lowest and gentlest pass leading from this region of Tuscany into the
uppet Tiber valley, with roads to Borgo San Scpolcro arud Cittd di Castello, which con-
tinue, respectively, to San Giovanni in Vado, Urbino, and Pesaro, and toward Fossom-
brone and Fano. In the direction of Florence, the Chiana and the Amo provide casy
communication by water, as well as a land route following the sanie river valleys. Siena
was reached by a road which traversed the hillcountry east of the Val di Chiana, passing
through Ciggiano, Scc ALDO SESTING, Studi geografici sulle citta minori della Toscana, 1,
Florence, 1938, and f. Archivie di Stato, Arezzo (hcnccfurth =+ ASAr), Doganha - Statuti,
totn, 4, f. 76, For the dogana of Arczzo, sce the some vohune (the fibre rosso), as well as
vol. 1 of that serics (nickizamed the Mois¢), which outline the major regulations in force
from, respectively, 1387 to 1522 and 1352 to 1403, " The detailed data for the following
pages are derived from the scries Saldi del Cametlengo {cited as 9(4) tomm. 58-80, for
the years 1472-1484,

2 Such as finished textiles from Florence, Sicna, and Prato {passim), books from
Venice (SC 74, £ 10v), or wood inlay work from Florence (SC 77, f. 21v), cte.

} See France Boruanmr,  Note per la storia della produzione e del commercio
di una imateria prima: 1l guado nel Medio Evo ", Studi in onore di Gino Luzzatto, 1, Mi-
lan, 1949, 298; Pumwe Jones, " Italy: The rurat cconomy » Cambridge Economic History
of Europe, 1, Cambridge, 1966, 386; Roperr-Henrt BautiEr, The Economiic Develop=
ment of Medicval Eurape, trans H. Karoly, London, 1971, p- 198.
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lana, dyers, organized into three guilds, played an important part in transform-
ing cloth into a marketable luxury commedity. Among the three groups of
dyers, the tintori a guade formed the upper and most specialized elite.  Heavily
subjected to controls and regulations of the arte, they occupied themselves
exclusively with producing the shades of green and near-black which could
be derived from woad, and which included a wide enough range of hues to be
comparatively immunc to the fluctuations of taste and fashion on the national
and intcrnational market.4 Clearly, the arte defla fana was more concerned with
controlling the dyers in woad than the other two groups of dycers, the tintori
d'arte maggiore and the tintori darte winere.  Most aspects of dycing mn woad
were of concern to the guild, from the scason of dycing, to the proper use of
material, and particularly the procurement of first-rate woad. Prices and wages
were subject to regulation, and during the fifteenth century the arfe also main-
tained its own dycshops.s Woad, partly acquired by the arre, and partly by
privatc entreprencurs, was in the fifteenth century stored in the guild’s fondaco,
established in the carly fourtcenthy century, and, beginning in 1338, subject to
“a firm sct of regulations, which from ame to ume were updated.

From the fourteenth century on, the region of the upper Tiber valley,
especially the arcas surrounding Borgo San Scpolcro and Citd di Castello,
appear as places of origin for a particularly high quality of woad, cxported
to the Tuscan centers of textile manufacturing.? This may be reflected in the
unusually high proportion of men from this region among the Florentine woad
dyers recorded in the matricula of the year 1382, in sharp contrast to the guild’s

4 For the carly Florentine dyeing trades, sce ALrrep DokeN, Studien aus der Floren-
tiner Wirtschaftsgesehichte, 1, Stuctgart, 1901, 77-81; T Davinsonn, Geschichte von Florenz,
IV, pt. 2, Berlin, 1925, 62-65. For near-contemporary derails on dyeing, sec also such
tracts as GIOVANVENTURA ROsetTl, Plicthe de larte de tentori, Venice, 1540, and frequentdly
reprinted, most recently in facsimile of the 1548 ¢d. and with an English trans.,, Cam-
bridge, Mass.,, 1969. Cf also such genceral studics as Ch. Singer, History of Technology,
11, Oxford, 1956, 363, for dycing in woad. For shifts in fashions in the late quattrocento,
see Jacques Beprs, * La mode ot les marchds des draps de laine: Génes et la montagne
3 la fin du moyen-ige ™, Amnales E.S.C., XXVI (1971}, 1093-1117, rept. in Produzione,
comnereio ¢ consume dei panni di lata {nei secoli XI-XIMT), ed. M. §pallanzani, Florenee,
1976, pp. 199-220. For the carly quattrocento shift m preferences from reds to blues,
ie., from madder to woad as colouring substances, see Borlandi, pp. 309-310.

5 Doren, I, 286-313, 364-377; for tariffs, sco pp. 506-515,

o Jhid., pp. 364-365, cf. pp. 528-529. A copy of the regulations is in Archivio di
Stato, Florence, Arte della Lana (henceforth cited as ASE, AdL), tom. 14, which, f. 7v,
includes the * reformatio ” of April 15, 1474, and its later re-afficmation, which are also
recorded among the  Promixiones, reformationes et ordinunenta ” of the arte’s consuls,
ASF, AdL 54, F. 551, 56v-57r,

7 Boruanby, p. 303, F. Mrus, Aspetti della vita cconomica wedicwale, T, Siena, 1962,
475, illustrates the use of woad from the upper Tiber valley at Prato in 1399,
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later membership, which consisted alniost universally of Florentine citizens.s
More important, the arte defla lana maintained in the law fourteenth century
large stocks of woad in Cittd di Castello. We know of the storage there of
500,000 pounds of partally processed woad in the year 1377.% Such deposits
outside Florence scem to have shrunk, and cventually disappeared, as the lines
of transport from what cventually became more securely a part of the Papal
Statc grew increasingly tenuous.  Simultancously, the cultivation of woad
in the contado of Arezzo scems to have cxpanded.  Well before the middie of
the fificenth century, Arczzo appears to have acquired the lion’s share of sup-
plying Florence with woad, and during the peried from 1472 to 1484, for
which the records of the Arctine dogana have been analyzed, all shipments of
woad reaching Florence from the south seem to have originated. tn the con-
tado of Arczzo10

But while the Florentine market for woad from San Scpolcro and Citex di
Castcllo scems to have disappeared, production in the upper Tiber valley con-
tinued. The growing requirements of the Sicnese textile industry seem to have,
at least in part, compensated for the loss of the Florentine market. At any rate,
during the second half of the fifeccenth century, woad from the areas surround-
ing Cittd di Castcllo and Borgo San Scpolcro was marketed, along with material
originating in the Marche and Romagna, along lines of transport which tra-
versed southern Tuscany from cast to wost.

Arczzo was the ‘point at which this traffic, as well as the goods shipped to
Florence from the Val di Chiana and the Arctine contado, werc taxed under a
system controlled by the officials of the Florentine monte. The records of the
dogana of Arczzo have survived, for the period 1472 to 1484, in an unbroken
scries, including the detailed accounts of the gabelfa portarum, which collected
imposts placed upon the transit of goods and livestock through Tuscan territorics,
along with import and export dutics, and an array of local taxes, such as a sales
tax on cattle, horses, mules, and' donkeys, or an annual tax on mills of various
types, cic. The rates of duty on goods in transit were set down in the Libro
rosso, first compiled in 1387 and periodically updated.  Like most commeodities,
woad was taxed by the mule-load (soma)} or donkey-load (somella) in both ground
form (guade macere) and shaped into loaves (guado iy pani), but it is the only
material for which there was also a rate by the cart or sledge-load {carrata, treg-

8 ASF, AdL 27, ff. Ir-5v. Among the 82 members recorded in 1382, nine were
from Borgo $an Scpolcro, and six from Cited di Castello.  Of sixty-cight names inscribed
in the register between 1397 and 1490, only two indicatc Arctines, and one member
came from Urbino. Mo nen-Florentines appear afeer 1456,

¢ Doren, I, 538, from ASF, AdL 57, 1. 61,

0 ASAr, SC 58-80. The only exception was a shipment of 1,271 fibbre of woad
which passed Arezzo on April 18, 1483, directed from S. Lorenzo (presumably near
Anghiari) to Florence: ibid,, tom 77, f. 19r.
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giata), suggesting that transport, perhaps to Florence, followed easy roads.i1

The day-to-day accounts of dutics actually collected treat woad, as they
do other commoditics, with considerable attention to detail. Its type, grado
macere throughout, is specified, as are the name of the merchant {oceasionally
the mule driver) clearing the shipment, its place of origin and destination, and,
of course, its quantity and the amount of tax imposed. Typically, though not
without exception, shipments to Florence, which with only one exception
originated in the contado of Arezzo, are described in Florentine lbbre {cqualling
346 kg). Woad shipped to Siena from several places of origin was normally
measured in sonie and somelle; in the tabulated summary of trade between 1472
and 1483 these have been translated into /ibbre at the rate of 450 libbre per soma
and 280 per semella. The table summarizes the amount of woad taxed i
Arczzo ﬂccordmg to destination as well as origin, in annual, as well as in quar—
terly intervals. The latter amounts, reflecting not only volume of trade but
scasonal variations, are also translated into graphic representation.  Although
of necessity incomplete, the resulting picture illustrates several aspects of the
regional economic relationships at the turn from the third quarter of the fif-
tcenth century to the fourth,

Apart from the very marked fluctuations in volume of woad passing Arczzo,
the first and most conspicuous feature of this picture is that the wool industry
in Sicna as in Florence continued to require large quantities of woad. In fact,
Sicna consumcd approximately as much woad as Florence, at least as regards
material produced in southern Tuscany and northern Umbria, cach city import-
ing slightly less than 350,000 Florentine libbre between 1472 and 1484.12 But
quantity of supply was not the only concern of the wool industry. The statates
and regulations of the Florentine fondaco for woad are emphatic in their concern
for maintaining high standards of quality. They consistentdly prohibited the
mixing of different lots of woad, presumably in the interest of retaming the

it ASAr, Dogana-Statuti, tom. 4, f. 8v:
Ghuade macero chessichonduce difuori del contadw darezzo paghi all entrare

della soma a mulo di e ballette sol. 18

. soma dasino 12
e per l'uscita la soma a mulo : 18
et 1a soma dell’asino paghi 12
¢ per passo ... soma a mulo .. .18
et la soma dellasino ... . 12

Ghuado in pani ...

ct se detto ghuado si chonducesse in charro ¢ in treggiata paghi sol. 18
et della treggiata paghi sol, 12
et per l'uscita paghi la charrata b. 1 sol. 16
et defla treggiata paghi Ib. 1 s0l. 4

i2 Florence imported 344,647 Iibbre and Siena 347,518.
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purity of cach shipment. Merchants depositing their purchases in the fondaco
were, beginning in 1474, under obligation to identify them unambiguously,
and were strictly prohibited from mixing parts of different lots. Only the arte
itsclf occasionally carried out and distributed mescolt, designed, it scems, to make
large batches of woead, consistent in quality, available to the dyers whom it
supplicd.t3

The growers and merchants of woad in Cittd di Castello were keenly aware
of this concern with quality. It seems thae, in their view, retaining a share in
what by the late fiftcenth century was a competitive market was directly ticd
to maintaining a reputation for quality. The statutory legislation of Cittd di
Castello repeatedly addresses itself to the problem of maintaining purity in the
initial processing of woad.

Woad 1s a herbaccous annual plant, native to many parts of Europe, whosc
lcaves are used as the principal source of bluc textile dye, although the roots
also yield an inferior source of dycstuff. In order to use the plant industrially,
the leaves are gathered, normally in fall (in Umbria, from September through
mid--October), crushed into a pulp, which is then molded into balls or loaves,
dricd, and packed. Tt was the significant differences in quality between leaves
picked early in the scason and the last colfectae which particularly concerned
the producers of Citth di Castello. In a revision to the statutes, passed on No-
vember 18, 1463, by a committec composcd of the Priors and a specially con-
stituted task force, the nlixing of leaves gathered prior to mid-September. with
those gathered in carly October, and especially with a lot gathered in late October
was prohibited, and contraventions threatened with fines. The same concern
is repcated, more cmphatically and with greater precision, in the legislation
passed in September, 1470.14  Attention focussed cspecially on the sozaria, the
last collection of lcaves in late October, when growers must have had a natural
tendency to eradicate the plant, and, since the plant was nn longer of much
use, to throw stems and roots accompanied by dirt into the pulp from which
the impanatio was made. It was here that quality could sufter most dramatically,
and that the reputation of woad from Citta di Castello was most acutely threa-
tened. This cxplains the cmphasis on these final phases in production, and
also the concern with prohibiting the late processing of woad. After 1470, the
bars (stranghe) which made woad mills funetional were ordered removed on
All Saints day, and could not be replaced unul the following scason. Woad
wheels closely resemble oil mills, consisting of a heavy grinding wheel which
turns on a horizontal axle, the stanga, perhaps some three metres in length,

1} See, e.g., ASF, AdL 54, f. 56v-57r (August 9, 1474}, and cf. Doren, L, 539 (no. 61d).

i4 Sec Cirtd di Castello, Archivie Comumnale thenceforth cited as CC, AC), Annali,
tom. 46, ff. 148, 14%¢ for 1463, cf. also f. 110v. The revisions of September 27 and 28,
1470, are in CC, AC, Annali, tom. 49, f. 151r-152v; an excerpt is printed below
in the Appendix.
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and which in turn is fastened to a central pivot. Pulled in a circular track around
the pivot, the wheel crushes the leaves placed beneath ir.

There are good reasonts why the quality of woad had to be preserved on
a high level. It is evident from the records of the Aretine gabella passus that
the amount of woad traded along the east-west axis from Cittd di Castello and
Borgo San Sepolcro fluctuated sharply. Partly, this is in responsc to external
factors. If trade languished in the period between 1478 and 1480 the reason was
clearly the intense warfarc subscquent to the Pazzi Conspiracy, which saw south-
ctn Tuscany invaded by Neapolitan and Papal troops. As will appear below,
local conditions in Cittd di Castello may have contributed to the marked peaks
and valleys in the shipments of woad through Arezzo. But the sharp revival late
in 1480, and in 1481, was followed by a rencwed slump, and, after 1483, by
a period of niore than a year in which no traffic in woad is reported from Arczzo.
This pattern, moreover, holds not only for woad traded across the borders of
the Papal State, from the upper Tiber valley or points cven farther cast to
Siena, but also for the supply of woad which reached Florence from Arezzo. Pet-
haps the War of Ferrara and the subscquent conflict between the papacy and
Venice hampered transport. But it also scems that miore is at issuc than can
be cxplained on the basis of local or regional events.

Above all, the erratic pattern of shipments bespeaks the fact that the wool in-
dustry neither in Florence nor in Siena was exclusively dependent on supplics
from the south. Woad was, in fact, available in abundance from other regions,
cspecially from Lombardy, where in the course of the fourteenth century
cultivation of the plant had mushroomed. In the first half of the fifteenth cen-
tury, a large region between the Apennines and the Po, between Casteggio,
due south of Pavia, and the hinterland of Savona, produccd woad which not
only supplied the regional centers of textile, manufacture (including Milan and
Genoa) but was exported in large quantities.t> Sometime between the third and
the fourth guarter of the fiftcenth century, the forcign markets for Lombard woad
contracted significantly. For reasons we do not know completely, but which
probably involved such developments as the end of the Hundred Years War,
along with an increase in the price of woad cxported frem Italy, northern
centers of production increasingly came to serve northern demands. 1In the
face of growing competition from such arcas as Picardy, Normandy, and the
Garonne, merchants- from Genoa and Savona found it -increasingly difficult
to sell Lombard woad on the markets of England, the Low Countries, and
Spain.’s  Producers and merchants jointly countered this development, not
only by introducing quality controls and reducing local imposts, but by deve-
loping new export markets, including Tuscany, thus reversing the direction of

15 Bortanprt, pp. 302-305; cf. Jowes, Cambridge Economic History, I, 386,
6 BorLanpr, pp. 314-317. See also BAuTIER, p. 198, and Rocer Granp and Rav-
MonD Dzratoucus, L' Agricuiture an moyen dge, Paris, 1950, pp. 368-372.
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trade which had prevailed in the fourteenth century, whien Lombardy imported
Tuscan dyestuffs.t? In the face of such alwernate sources of supply, the producers
and vendors of woad in southern Tuscany and the upper Tiber valley could
not count on a consistent market and had to be prepared to compensate for
stuggish demand.

Part of the mechanism of compensation was simple and direet.  Unlike
madder. which requires from between cighteen to thirty months after secding
to yield a crop,!¥ woad is an ammual plant and was often cultivated between
scedings of grain. Production could therefore be haleed, and that this was the
case seets apparent i the marked fluttuations the number of woad-wheels
in the contado of Arczza. Rescmbling olive presses, these wheelss turned the
harvested leaves into a pulp, the guado macere, which was traded. Their number
fell from sixtcen in 1475, to twelve in 1476, and cight in both 1477 and *78.
By 1482 the number had dropped to four and further declined to two in 1483
before rising again to cight in 1484.19 This marked decline in the number of
mills in operation confirms that there was indeed a temporary lull in production,
as the evidence of the Arctine gabella records suggests.  Probably this reflects
a deliberate adjustment on the part of producers cither to a decline in demand,
or to mcreasingly keen competition from other supplicrs.

But the attractions of the woad trade must have been considerable, and
too inviting to succumb for long to adverse market conditions. Furthermore,
both in Arczzo and Citta di Castello, the merchants engaged in the woad trade
belonged to the cconomic and political clite of the conimunity. In Arezzo,
Bernardo di Mariotto del Camuerino also appears as one of the sixteen citizens
encharged with the reform of the city’s statutes.20 In Citta di Castello, the com-

17 BorLanD1, pp. 315-317; cf. pp. 302, 304. Far quality controls, see the documents
published by Bosuanm, pp. 323-324, which in contrast to Cittd di Castello stipulaie a
maximum of four raccolte, none later than the first days of September.

13 See, c.g., the * Capitula Robbie ” established in Citth di Castelle on April 7,
1462, in CC, AC, Annali, tom. 46, . 110v-111r, and <f. the later addidion ibid., tom.
49, fF. 131y, 1532v,

1 For an illustration of a woad-whecl, sce SINGER, p. 349. Such wheels were taxed
in Arezzo, along with siinilar installations, especially water mills and il presses. The
number of wheels in operation cach year can be derived from ASAr, SC 63, ff. 5, 6,
Tv, 8, Or, 10, lir (1475); SC 65, . dv, 5v, 6, 7 (1476); SC 67, . 5, 6r, 7r, 8v,
10 (1477); SC 69, & 5r, 6r, 8, 9v, 10 (1478); SC 75, £ 6r, 9 (1482); SC 77,
£8 (1483); SC 79, . 8, 9v, 10, 1iv, 12r (1484).

m ASAr, Statuti ¢ Riforme del Comune di Arczzo, tom. 10, £ 1v. His activity
as a merchant was extensive. In only one year, from July, 1472, through June, 1473,
he sent 22 shipments of woad to Florence, as well as at least one shipment of madder.
Scc ASAr, SC 58, {, 2v, 3v, 5v, 6r, 6v, 8, 151, 15v, 17v, 18t, 18y, 19r; SC 59, fI.
2r, 2v, 3v, 4r. His last recorded activity occurs on August 9, 1480, almost three years
later, beginning on April 18, 1483, a Mariottus Nicolai de Camurrinis, pethaps a nephew,
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pratori de guati were listed along with cloth merchants and money changers
as the most privileged merchants i the 1462 revision of the local statutum mer-
cantie.2l The only merchant in woad known from the notarial acts of Citrd di
Castello, Ser Girolamo di Ser Lorenzo de Lambardis, who in 1473 was engaged
in a societas guati with the Sicnese merchant Gaspar de Piccolomini, was a promi-
nent member of the governing committees of Cittd di Castello, on which he
served twenty times between 1468 and 14750 He was a Prior twice,
in July and August, 1470 and 1475, and in 1474 was sent as onc of the city's
ambassadors to pope Sixtus [V.22 [n 1470, the chief spokesman in the large as-
sembly of growers of woad and woad merchants which passed specific legi-
slation on retaining the purity of various cellectae was none other than Niccold
Vitelli, then unchallenged as Citta di Castello’s ™ first citizen 723 Virelhi seems
to have had a special interest in the woad trade, perhaps partly becausc he was
a landlord with considcrable holdings in the contade of Cittd di Castello, thanks
both to his inheritance from his uncle Vitellozzo, and to his own deft mani-
pulation of the city’s tax laws. Cittd di Castello rewarded Vitelli for his
initiative in forcing a ncw allibratio of taxable land, which resulted in the di-
scovery of many unregistered parcels, which the city confiscated.  From these,
Vitelli was allowed to make at least two major land * purchases ™ at the sym-
bolic price of one Florentine grosse in 1463 and 1464.2¢
The distinction between the private interests of a’ profitcering small town despot
and his public concerns is difficult, if not impossible, to maintain, and perhaps
not particularly meaningful. Tt is characteristic of such regimes that the despot’s
personal wealth, prestige, and power are inextricably interwoven with his
public role. Similarly, the distinction between the cconomic welfare of Citta di
Castello’s leading citizens, on the one hand, and on the other the fiscal well-
being of the city, and its political fate is, to a large degree, artificial. Not only
would significant change in Cittd di Castello’s ability to produce and market
woad have had immediatc implications upon the city’s economic welfare.
One 1may also expect such concerns to be quickly translated into public policy,
if only because the individuals concerned with the woad trade were also the city’s
lawmakers.

The surviving documentation does not make it casy to distinguish clearly

appears in the accounts as, at least temporarily, the only merchant shipping woad to
Florence: SC 76, f. 6v; SC 77, £. 19r.

2t See the published Statutum Mercantie, Cited di Castello, 1898, p. 31,

22 Cited di Castello, Archivio Notarile, Notary 29, tomn, 6, ff. 57v-58r: act of Janu-
ary 22, 1473, in which Ser Girolaino turns 309 gold florins over to his partner, For
his cursus honorm in Cittd di Castello, see CC, AC, Annali, tom. 49, . 101r, 1291,
134v, 139r; tom. 50, f. 24r, 27v, 34r, 47r, 49, 62v, 66r, 72v, 73r, 78, 79v, PIv.

2 Ihid, tom. 44, f. 151v; see below, Appendix.

24 Ihid, tom. 46, ff. 163r-16dv; 168r-165r.
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the full dimensions of cconomic matters in the public life of Citta diCastcllo.2s
Clearly, however, the face that the city, rather than a guild such as the Mer-
canzia, accepted the task of devising specific mieans for salvaging the woad
trade by maintaining the reputation which woad from Cittd di Castello enjoyed
in Florence and Siena suggests a close association between the two. This impres-
sion gains strength in the light of the circumstances which accompanied the city
government’s intervention. The legislation of September 28, 1470, which
spelled out the details to be obscrved in collecting and milling woad was, of
course, an act of the city’s Priors and their chief advisory committec of cight
citizens. But its passage was preceded by a large assembly called by the Priors
and attended by a “ magnus numerus 7 of citizens, who carncstly and “ longa
disertationc ”  considered a matter manifestly  pertaining to the public weal
and the advantage of the entire people ” and finally unanimously (** una voce )
supported the views voiced by Vitelli, as well as the specific measures which
he proposed.26 Even the formal language of the chanccilor’s minutes cannot
conceal the sense of urgency which pervaded this assembly.

Not only the mood of the meeting refiects concern. The legislation which
it prepared was passed the following day, September 28, 1470, and unlike many
other statutes enforced immediately and on a large scale. “Between October
15 and February 3 of the following ycar, but chiefly in November, 1470, the
city’s podesta imposcd the standard fine of five lire upon cighty-two citizens
and contadini, whose names we know. Some of them belonged to Citta di Ca-
stello’s officcholding clite. They were accused and condemmned ecither for ex-
tracting the entire woad plant (... quia collegit guatum cum cespitibus et
radicibus contra formam reformationis Civitatis Castelli ), or for mixing the
various raccolte of leaves, or else for delaying the impanatio beyond November 1,
the terminus established by the statute.2? Clearly, concern with the quality

25 As in many Italian cities of this peried, the notarial records do not normally
include commercial contracts, the formation of partnerships and companies, or evidence
of the management of land.  Something can occasionally be learned from the records
of the Apostolic Chamber, described by L. Fumi, * Inventatio ¢ spoglio dei registri della
Tesoretia Apostolica di Cirtd di Castello dai R. Archivio in Rowma”, Boflettine della
Deputazione di Storia Patria per I'Umbria, VI (1900), v-xiv, but their greatest strength,
the summary records of the gabelle lcased by the city, on benalf of the camerq
apostolica, to private farmers, does not furnish enough detail to gange the fluctuvations
in the supply or trade, let alone the price, of most commodiics,

26 CC. AC, Annali, tom. 49, {. 151v.

27 Archivio &i Stato, Rome, Camerzle IlI, Busta 772, tom. 19, f. 34r-38r. The
citizens fined included such notables as Andreas Michaelis, who was a Prior of Citth
di Castello in January and Fabruary, 1474, twice served on the city’s Council of Sixteen
(in May(June, 1471, and March/April, 1479}, and three times on the Conslium Anctoritatis
of thicty-two citizens {January/February, 1471, July/August, 1471, March/April, 1472):
see CC, AC, Annmali, tom. 49, ff. 162r, 180v; toin, 50, ff. 8¢, 27r, 64v, 165r. Even more
distinguishcd was the record of Guide Venturutii de Magalottis, who berween July,
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of woad was not merely a private matter, but was quickly and decisively trans-
lated into cffective public policy.

Converscly, the pattern in Cittd di Castclio’s woad cxports to Sicna also
suggests some link with political conditions in the city. As revealed in the re-
cords of the Arctine dogana, the two largest shipments of woad from Citta di
Castello to Sicna follow immediately upon the major turning points in the city’s
political allegiance. In 1474, the expulsion of Niccoldy Vitelli from the city after
a prolonged siege by papal troops was followed by a massive export of woad.
Similarly, sales close to 16,000 pounds of woad were made in 1481, when the
papal opposition to Vitelli was beginning to relent, in preparation for his return
to Citta di Castello in fune, 1482, The gencrally low level of sales to Siena in
the period between 1475 and 1481 coincided, for Cited di Castello, with a period
in which factions of citizens shared the government of the commune with re-
presentatives of the papal governmient in Rome, more often in disagreement
with the foreign power than not.

We do not know in detail and in sufficient breadth how such conditions
affected the several aspects of life in Citrd di Castello, nor can we gauge their
specific bearing upon the production and sale of woad. But in general terms
it is clear how closely the city’s political, economic and social interests were link-
cd to onc another. Although the cvidence is fragmentary, there is some indica-
tion that after 1481 this identification becamie, at least temporarily, particularly
intense, At some time between June, 1482, and July, 1484, the city itself secins
- unsuccessfully — to have entered the woad business.  Niceold Vitelli, then
securely re-cstablished in Cittd di Castello under an agreement that he was to
be regarded as the city’s principalior civis, appears to have headed a consortium
of merchants who, on hehalf of the commune, invested the sizeable sun of 250
Venetian ducats in woad, purchased from two merchants of Borgo San Sepolcro.
It also appears thar in che same period, some tine before 1484, the city supplied
itself with woad by confiscating the stocks belonging to private merchants,
such as Francesco di Giovanni Antonie, who on June 12, 1484, sccured reim-
bursement for his property from the gabella he was then leasing from the city.
Vitelli's investiient in woad was lost in warfare, as were similar investments
by Ser Girolamo d¢ Lambardis and Scr Tommaso de Broziis to the tune of
60 florins of local currency.2s

Neither the Florentine arte della lana, nor the Sienese dycing trades, depended

1468, and his death in October, 1478, held appointments on sixteen governing commit-
tees, among them the Priorate in January/February, 1475, and in November/December,
1478; ibid., tom. 49, f. 9lr; tom. 50, f. 77v, 81v, 102r, 114r, 12fr, 129r, 142r, 1471,
151r, 153v, 154v, 153v, 158v, 162y, 163v, Also fined was Francesco Scpolini, who
scrved as a Prior in May/[June, 1469, JulyfAugust, 1474, and JuiyfAugust, 1479, and in
addition scrved twice on the Committee of Sixtcen, as well as once on the Council
of Thirty-two: ibid,, tom, 49, £ 109, 132v; tom. 50, &, 13r, 19r, 55v, 168t
22 CC. AC, Annali, tom. 52, ff. 100r, 104v,
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upon Cittd di Castello for an adequate supply of woad, which was readily avai-
lable from other sources. But a realignment of the normal patterns of supply
and procurcment surrounding a major industrial center was of great conse-
quence to cities like Cictd di Castello. Here the links between trade and poli-
tics, public concerns and private life, communal policy and personal welfare
were more immediate than in a more diversified and institutionally more highly
articulated industrial metropolis. in this smaller world, change was typically
perceived more directly and as more dramatic than clsewhere, and response
to new conditions was likely to be, at least in the short run, morc immediate
and morce comprchensive than on the other side of the urban spectrun.  These
are key differcaces, which then as now distinguish provincial life from the rea-
lity of large cities, But despite such differences, Cittd di Castello and its neigh-
boring communcs, along with Arczzo, Sicna, and Florence are part of an un-
broken web of relationships whose dimensions often surpass regional limits,
and sometimes cxtend as far as England, the Low Countries, and Picardy.

APPENDI1IX

Cited di Castello:

Assembly to recommend the Revision of Statutes regarding Woad and Madder.
{(From: Cittd di Castcllo, Archivio Comunale, Amuali, tom. 4%, . 151v-152r}

Die Tovis xxviii® Septembris {1470

Convenientes Magnifici domini priores populi ¢t Octo custodie Civitatis Castelli
in solita audicntia corumdem dominorum priorum una cum magno nuniere coenvo-
catorum civimn coadumatorum ex ordinamento dictorum dominorum, ct attendentes
ad ca que ad utilitatem publicam atque commeodum totius populi pertinere manifesto
constat, cum perspectuny Sit g proventum et introitum aulte pecunie nostre
civitati provenire ex guatis et robbiis que fiunt in territotio dicte civitats, que guarte et
robie apud eos qui emunt etoperantur ea seu cas reputantur longe meliores perfectionis quam
que in altis locis fiunt, et quia in ipsis et negligentia et data opera per eos qui faciunt ipsa
et ipsas guata ct robbias potest accidere, propter quod non sint in opere et bonitate tante
perfectionis, ad obviandum huiusmodi inconvenicnti quo ipsa guata ct robbic pre-
dicte non perdant reputationem suam et civitas ipsa non recipiat detrimentum in pro-
ventu dictorum guatorum et robbiarum procurato defectu et culpa corum qui causam
inferunt talis incommodi, inter se consultantes quid super hoc providcndum videretur
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pro futuris remporibus ut consultius, maturivs, climatius, cautivs et salubrius in oportu-
nis consiliis possit puiblico ordinamento provideri, ¢t tandem redditis super his maturis
rationzabilibus indiciis atque consiliis ¢t re ipsa longa discrtatione examinata, conclusum
est ad offeceum suprascriptum consultatis Magnifico milite domine Nicelo de Vitellis
et multis aliis singulariter ¢t tandem omnibus una voce confirmantibus ¢t approbantibus
ipsius consilium tamquam salubre ct necessarium, quod  in funirom singulis annis in
perpetuum observetur quod omnes prime collecte guati colligentur usque ad dies octo
nmensts Augustt debeant cum effecru appanari usque ad diem octavuim niensis Scptembri&
Et penulima collecta debeat appanari per torum mensem Septembris et aute quam in-
cipiatur colligi ultina collecta, videlicet sozearia,  Ft ipsa sepatate debear appanari, im-
ponendo convenientes penas i predietis, prout videbitur consilic. Et insuper provideatur
et reformetur quod ultima collecta non possit neque debeat decoronari, sed colligi solum-
modo foliom guat, sicut colligitur in primis collectis, pure et sine cespite sive radicibus
ct terra, sub pena quingue librarum, solvendarum de facto a quolibet contrafaciente et
qualiber vice. Cuius pene medictas applicari debeat camere apestolice, et aliz medietas
accusatori, st pcf accusais habearur notitia, vel officiali invenienti et esequenti,  Et qui-
libet officialis possit procedere et habeat locum preventio.  Et quod stanghe molendi-
norum guatariarum leventur et levari debeant et ulterius non liceat molere guata sccun-
dum formam statuti ad fostum Omnium Sanctorum, sub pena statuti. De robbiis autei,
guia ut dicirur si ille effodiuntur et colligantur ante trigesimum mensem  postguam
fucrint seminate, non habene perfectionem suam.  fdeo ordinandum essc quod ante
illud tempus effodi et colligi non possint neque debeant, nisi ex causa legitima, hoc cst,
quia ut dicitur in illis oritur et accidit certa infirmitas sive infectio, ob quam deperditur
robbin nisi cHodiatur.  Et ideo dicto casu advenicnte, habita licentia a dominis prie-
ribus pro tempore consulentibus, cum presentia et consensu ac voluntate quatuor officia-
livm civium pro commwni super robbia deputatorum, qui pro tempore erint, liccat pa-
tronis ipsas robbias ita infectas colligere, ut tota non perdatur.  Sed ne prius inspecta et
habita certitudine per ipsos dominos priores quoed ita sit, et non postuletur talis licentia
si placuerit consilio reformentur etc,

154



Woad from Citta di Castello 1476-1484

SALDI DEL CAMERLENGOQO, AREZZO
Shipments of Woad Taxed in Arezzo, in Florentine fibbre

Arezzo- All Points ! Cittd di Castelio
Florence ~Siena Tatal ? -Siena
1472 July-Sept : 13,704 24,740 38,444 900
Oct-Dec 30,606 41,125 71,731 a0
Total 1472 44,310 65,865 110,173 1,800
1473 Jan-March 27,245 15,735 42,61 —
April—]un{: 11,468 6,295 17,763 2,755
July-Sept 11,078 20,580 31,658 6,410
Qct-Dec 12,430 26,770 39,200 7,165
Total 1473 62,221 09,380 131,601 16,360
1474 Jan-March 19,032 22,890 41,922 4,330
April-June 4,355 13,772 18,127 7,642
July-Sept 8,808 1,860 10,758 —
Oct-Dec 10,771 23,170 33,941 20,470
Total 1474 43,056 61,602 104,748 32,442
1475 ]'an—March 2,783 10,685 13,468 6,975
‘ April-June 5,570 20,195 26,485 10,285
July-Sept 16,435 10,455 26,390 2,985
Oct-Dec 24,224 19,230 43,545 3,710
Total 1475 49,012 61,285 110,297 23,955
1476 Jan-March 19,186 1,180 20,364 —
AprilJune 6,406 C 3,020 9,426 2,120
July-Sept — 2,080 2,08( 1,180
Oct-Dec 4,388 — 4,388 —
Towl 1476 29,980 6,280 36,260 3,300
1477 Jan-March 12,230 6,860 19,080 2,250
April-June 346 4,050 4,846 —
July-Sept — — — —_
Oct-Dec 1,930 1,630 3,560 1,180
Total 1477 - 14,506 12,540 27,496 3,430
1478 Jan-March 6,445 8,660} 15,065 3,480
April-June 15,067 6,30} 21,367 9(H)
July-Sept —_ — — —
Oct-Dec 5,820 e 5,820 —
Towl 1478 27,292 14,960 42,252 4,780
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Arcezo- All Points ! Citta di Caseclle

Floreace -Siena Tertal ? -Siena
1479 Jan-March 8,894 — 8,894 —
Apti]—]unc 15,163 — 15,163 —
July-Sepe — — — —
Oct-Dec 8,036 — 8,034 —
Total 1474 32,093 — 32,083 —
1480 Jan-March 7.514 SO0 8,414 —_

April—]unc 3,361 17,836 21,197 1,056
July-Sept R710 i) 9,610 —

Oct-Nec — . 5,340 5,340 3,710

Total 1480 19,585 24,976 44,561 - 4,766

1481 Jan-March — 25,14} 25,140 15,520
April-June — 906, W) —
July-Sept —_ — — —
Oct-Dec — — —_ —

Total 1481 —_ 26,040 26,040 15,520
1482 Jan-March — . — — —
April-June — — — —

July-Sept — 500 900 00
Oct-Dec 1,246 — 2,246 —_

Totwl 1482 1,246 OO0 3,146 900
1483 Jan-March 813 — 813 —
April-June 14,964 — 14,969 —
July-Sept 3,200 450 3,650 —
Oct-Dec 2,364 3,150 5,514 —
Total 1483 - 21,346 ' 3,60 24,946 —

1484 Tocal — _— — —

¢ Including Cietd di Castello, Borgo™San Sepolcro, . Giovanni in Vado, Urbino, the Marche
and Romaguna.

? Including isolated shipments from and 10 points other than those cavered in the other co-
Lwimns.
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